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PREFACE.

The writer of the present work, near the

close of the last winter, engaged, at the soli-

citation of the printer, to revise, for immediate

publication, ^^ The New Week's Preparation

for a worthy receiving of the Lord's Supper."

He soon found that, though there was a vein

of piety in this work which deserved respect,

there were many glaring errors of sentiment,

and improprieties of language, which were

calculatediito mislead and to disgust. From
his engagement with the printer, it appeared

necessary for him either tn san^-i-i-'^" - —wik_^

m nis judgment, very imperfect, and in some

respects censurable ; or to attempt to prepare

a new one. He was induced to adopt the

latter course ; and thus found himself engaged

in the humble performance which is now pre-

sented to the publici

In the explanation of the Sacrament of the

Lord's Supper prefixed to the work, he has

endeavoured to use, as much as possible, the
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words of the Church in her Catechism and

Office for the Communion*. In this introduc-

tory treatise, he has also made free use of an

excellent tract on the Holy Communion, by

Bishop Gibson, and of a Sermon of the late

Bishop Seabury, on the same subject; and

when he quoted their sentiments, he thought it

proper to use nearly their language. As quo-

tations from others are thus incorporated with

remarks of his own, a variety of style may pos-

sibly be observed in this part of the work. It

is necessary also to remark, that the devotions

to be used at the administration o# the Holy

Communion, are not all of them entirely ori-

cj-
—

1 "Rmi- for the rest of the work, the me-
ditations and prayers to be used in the week:

before the receiving of the Communion, the

author is solely responsible.

In the following pages, the writer has en-

deavoured to keep in view two principles,

which he deems m.ost important and funda-

mental. These principles are: That we are

* And in doing this, he has taken for his guide a short explana-

tion of the Lord's Supper, in the New Week's Preparation.
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saved from the guilt and dominion of sin by

the divine merits and grace of a crucified Re-

deemer; and that the merits and grace of this

Redeemer are applied to the soul of the be-

liever, in the devout and humble participation

of the ordinances of the Church, administered

by a priesthood who derive their authority by

regular transmission from Christ, the Divine

Head of the Church, and the source of all pow-

er in it. These are the principles which at first

promulgated by the Apostles, " in demonstra-

tion ofthe spirit and with power," constituted

the ijlorv ofthe Primitive Church^—that Church

which was w^atered by the tears and blood of

Confessors and Martyrs. These are the princi-

ples which, tho' in the present age unhappily

disregarded and contemned, will again be che-

rished with sacred and inviolable ardour, when

it shall please the Divine and Almighty Head

of the Church to restore her to her original

purity and perfection. Could Christians h^

persuaded heartily to embrace these principles,

and to regulate their faith and conduct by

them ; the Church w'ould be rescued, on the

one hand, from those baneful opinions which

A 2
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are reducing the Gospel to a cold, unfruitful,

and comfortless system of heathen morals

;

and, on the other hand, from that wild spirit

of enthusiasm and irregular zeal which, con-

temning the divinely constituted government

and priesthood of the church, is destroying en-

tirely her order, unity, and beauty, and under-

mining the foundations of sound and sober

piety.

It may possibly be objected to the strain of

devotion in this work, that it is visionary and

enthusiastic. But surely devotional writings,

in order to engage and interest the affections,

ought to be, in some degree at least, fervent

and animated. The devotional strains of the

sweet Psalmist of Israel, breathe the rapturous

spirit of those celestial courts, to which they

are designed to lead the soul. If it be necessary

to descend from sacred to human authority—the

appeal may be made to the primitive Fathers,

wIk) poured forth their devotional feelings in

language the most ardent and impassioned.

The Divines of the Church of England, who

imbibed their principles and their piety at the
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pure fountain of the primitive Church, are dis-

tinguished for their lively and animating fer-

vour. The writings of the venerable Bishop

Andrews, of Bishop Taylor, Bishop Kenn,

Bishop Hall, Dean Hickes, Dean Stanhope,

Bishop Wilson, &;c.—(the enumeration might

be extended)—and the late eloquent and pious

Bishop Home, not less instruct by sound and

forcible reasoning, than animate and warm by

the sacred fervour which pervades them. Far

be it from the writer, humble in attainments

as in years, to presume to range himself,

even in the lowest seat, with these eminent-

ly distinguished servants of the sanctuary.

Happy may he esteem himself, if, from the

study of their works, which, next to the inspir-

ed volume he sacredly cherishes as the invalu-

able standard of his principles^ and the ani-

mating guide of his devotions, he has caught

even a feeble spark of that celestial spirit which

made them burning and shining lights in the

Church on earth 3 and has prepared them for

the highest seats of Glory in the Church tri-

umphant.



viii PREFACE.

For the errors and imperfections which he

fears will be found in the work, he must offer as

his best/though (he is sensible) feeble apology
;

that from some unavoidable circumstances, the

work, amidst the pressure of professional du-

ties, was written and printed with a haste and

rapidity that prevented those frequent and

careful corrections, by which only a young and

humble writer can hope to attain accuracy and

excellence.

That the work, notwithstanding its imper-

fections, may tend to excite the attention of the

careless to that inestimable ordinance which

is the means and pledge of the Saviour's Grace

and Mercy—that it may aid the Christian to

receive, with lively penitence, gratitude and

faith, the hallowed symbols of the Body and

Blood of his blessed Redeemer, by which he

is to be nourished and strengthened unto ever-

lasting life-—is the humble but earnest Prayer

of
THE AUTHOR.

New-York, May, 1804.



J^fie reader is remiestcd to note the folloiuing ERRATA^
nvhich escaped correction.

Page 12, line 13, for * a" read an.

.. .. 18, after •«re</ef;«/rt^" insert o/!

17, .. 21, for '« none'^ rfa.& no one.

22, .. 9, after " earnest'' insert ^nc^.

55, .. 20, for '* vcbere'^ read cyert.

40, •• 21, for '« a" read a«.

61, .. 6, for *' then'" read than.

72, .. 20, for "grace" read strength.

73f .. 13, for '' utterable" re:idw: utterable.

76,^ .. 20, for ^^unalterable" read unutterable.

87, .. 12, dele "from."
96, .. 8, for <' trenzenduous" read tremendotijf.

.. .. 11, for " AVe/j/ f^v" read thy lively.

98, .. 5, fcY '' calaivities" reo.d evils.

.. 28, after " xvorthy" insert o/!

107, .. 33, for " disappointed" read disappointing*

l32, .. 6, for t' awakens" read a^uaken.

135, .. 10, from bottom, for '
' exhilerating"xe2dexhilaratipf

176, .. 22, for " doth" read rfoo^f.

183, .. 1, for " establishes" read establish.

229, .. 17, for " baptism" re^dpnsdon
274, .. 8 and 15, for " Apostles'' read Apollos,
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rHE USEFULITESS OF ACTUAL PREPARAT^'O^r

BEFORE RECEIVING

THE LORD'S SUPPER.

(mOM DR. WATERLAXD.)

" OUR esteem or disesteem of this holy Sacrament
« mil best be seen by our firefiaring or not firc/iaring for it

** as ive ought,— There is something of a preparation of
" heart-) mind and ivays, required for all religious offices,,

*' much more for this,, which is thefoiver and fierfection of
« all.

" As to the length of time to be taken in preparing, there

*' is no one certain rule to be given^ which can suit all cases

" or circumstances : only^ when a man has competently ad'

*' justed his accounts with God, (be it sooner or later) then

<' he isfit to come, and not till t/ien.

" There is an habitual, and there is an actual firefmration,

** The habitual fireparation is a gt)od life ; and thefarther
" we are advanced in it,, the less need there is of any actual
ti fireparation besides. But,, because men are too ajit tofatter
<* and deceive their own hearts, and to speak peace to them-
" selves without sufficient ground for so doing ; therefore

" some actual preparation, self-i-xanunatioyi, &c:c. is generally

" necessary, even to those who may be habitually good, if it

" be only to give them a well-grounded assurance, that they

" really are so,

" It were to be wished there were not many amongst us who
" have a great deal to consider of before hand ; many offences

" to correct, many disorders to set right, much to do, and
" 7nuch to undo, before they presume to come to God*^s altar.

" Fault has been sometimesfound with these little treatises

*' o/" Weekly Preparation : I think witlwut reason. They
" are exceeding useful in their kind.

—

It may be hapjiy

^''
for them who wferf none of these helps : but they that least

" need them, are not the men, generally-j who most despise

B



KECESSARY PREPARATION, Hfc.

** t/ie7n. JV'bne ofus^ ficrhafis^ are so perfect as not to wanf^
*' at some seasons, so?ne such hints for recollection, or helps to
** devotion. It is wellfor co?nmon Christians, that they are
^^ provided with useful m3imi3Lh of that kind. They that
*' are well disposed, will make use of them as ofte>i as they
" need them, andivillat all times give God thanks andpraises
''for them,'*

To the above judicious remarks it may be proper to add^

that Christia7is shoidd omit no opportunity of receiving the

holy Eucharist, even when it has not been in their power to

go through the usualprevious preparation*

He wlio sincerely endeavours to serve his God and Sa't

viour, is always prepared to receive the L,ord*s Supper,

Jind he slwuld thankfully embrace every opportunity of com-

^nemorating, in this sacred Ordinayice, the love of hit blessed

Redeemer, and of receiving fresh supplies of grace i%

^idcken and strengthen him in his Christian course.



A SHORT INTRODUCTION

TO THE LORD'S SUPPER,

STATING THE NATURE OF THE ORDINANCE, THE NECES-

SARY PREPARATION FOR IT, AND THE OBLIGATIONS

ON CHRISTIANS TO RECEIVE IT ; AND REFUTING THE

EXCUSES COMMONLY URGED FOR NEGLECTING IT.

The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, and the

necessary preparatio7i for it, stated

and explained.

X HE church tells us, that Christ has

ordained only two Sacraments, as generally

necessary to salvation; that is to say. Baptism
and the Supper of the Lord. Baptism was
instituted by Christ, to be the rite of admis-

sion into his cJiurchf and is answerable to cir-

cumcision among tlie Jeivs.^ 7 he Lord's Sup-

per was ordaiiied as a memorial of the sacri-

a Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and
the same day there were added unto t/jetn, about three thousand
souls.

—

Acts ii. 41.

b In whorn alsoye are circumcised with the circuincision made
without hands, in pu^'ing oft' the body of the sins of the flesh by
the circumcision of Christ : Buried with him. in baptism, v.hertin

also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of
God, who haJi raised him from the dead.

—

Ccl. ii. 11, 12.
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fice of the death of Christ/ and appointed by
him, instead of the Jctvish passover^^^ These
sacraments are both necessary to salvation,

Bapfisin is necessary thereto, being the or-

dinance, whereby we are translated from our
natural state into a state of grace, and horn
again to a title to all the privileges of the Gos-
pel covenant;^ and the Lord's Supper is ne-
cessary to salvation, because it conveys that

spiritual food by which we are nourished up
to everlasting life/ The former is to be only
ence, the latter offeii received.

These ordinances ministering to such great

ends, the church says, are only generally and
not absolutely necessary to salvation; because
she dare not take upon her to exclude all hope
of GOD's mercy in those extraordinary cases,

where the want of opportunity or capacity

prevents men from receiving these sacra-

c For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered

unto vQu, That the Lord jesus the same night in which he was
betrayed, took bread: And when he had given thanks, he brake

it, and said, Take, eat : this is my body, which is broken for you :

this do in remembrance of me. After the same manner also he
took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is the New-
Testament in my blood : this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in re-

membrance of me.—1 Cor. xi. 23,24,25.
d For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us:—1 Cor. v. 7.

e Jesus answered. Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man
be born of water, and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the

kingdom of God.

—

^obn iii. 5.

f Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you.

Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of Man, and drink his blood, /e

.have no life in you.

—

j^oin vi. 53.
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inents..? But as the Jews were obliged nnder

the severest penalty to be circumcised,'^ and

keep the passover;' so our guilt and danger

will be proportionably o;'^^/.^ in not observing,

when it is in our power, these tivo more easy

institutions,^ which are not only of a higher

authority,^ but also the distinguishing badges^^

of a more excellent profession."

By the w^ord Sacrament the church tells

us, is mtant an outward and visible sign of an

inward and spiritual grace given unio iis^ or-

dained by Christ himself, as a weans zvhereby

we receive the same, and a pledge to assure us

thereof. Nov/ for the clearer understanding of

this account v/hicli the church gives.of a sacra-

ment, it is necessary that the several parts oi

which it consists, should be distinguished.

According to this definition which the church

g But if ye had known what this meaneth, I wtII have n';ercy,

and not sacrifice, ye would not have condemned ihe guileless.—

i

Mart. >:ii, 7.

h And the uncircumcised man child, whose fle<-h of his foreskin
is not circumcised, that soul shall be cut olt frora his people; he
hath broken my covenant.

—

Geiu xvii. 14.

/ But the man that is clean, and is not in a journey, and f)r-

beareth to keep the passover; even the same soul shall be cut off

from his people.

—

Numb. ix. 13.

k For this is the love of God that v/e keep his commandmenti;

:

and his commandments are not grievous.—1 yohn v. 3.

/ See that ye refuse not him that speaketh. For if they escaped
not who refused him that spake on earth, much more .-.hall not
we escape, if we turn away from him that speaketh from heaven.-—Heh. xii. 25.

in For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do
shew the Lora's death till he coiDe.—1 Cor. xi. 26.

n For tlie law was given bv Moses, bi'.t grace and xjuth came.;
by Jesus Christ.—^a6/i i.

17.'

C 2.
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gives cf a sacrament, it appears that in order

to constitute a sacrament, there must hi^, Jirst,

something discernible and apparent to our

senses; which, secondlr, must represent some
spiritual grace and favour vouchsafed us by
God; thirdly, the outward sign must be of

Christ's own institution; and, fourthlij,, ap-

pointed by him as a means of conveying to us

the inward grace, and as a seal and pledge \o

assure it to us. As these properties are only

to be found in Baptism and the Supper of our

Lord, no other religious rite can be truly

called, or ought to be esteemed, a sacrament,

Now the parts of Vvdiich a sacrament con-

sists are two, viz. The outward visible sign,

and the imoard spiritual grace. Outward
sensible things can, by the institution of God,
be a means of conveying, and pledges to

assiure to us, divine grace and favour, lliese

sacramental signs were ordained by GOD in

gracious condescension to our infirmities, there-

by to inform our understanding, tO; refresh

our memories, and to excite our affections;

Their efficacij is not owing to any power in

themselves, but to the blessing of Christ upon

his own institutions and appointments.^ We
arc not therefore to doubt, but that, in the right

use of the outzvard means, he will, by the

power ot his spirit, though in a manner un-

o So then neither is he that planteth any thing-, neither he that

vtvteieth ; but God that giveth the increase.— 1 Cor. iii. 7.
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known to usA convey, and;con firm, in ;&<-//>-

tism^'i and convey/ and confirm,* in tke Lord's

Siippc7\ to the worthy receivers. thereof, the

divine grace signified thereby, according to

his own most true proniise.^
'

The Lord's Siippm^h so called, because
the Jexv ish cvsiom of eatingi3read and drinks

ing wine, at the conclusion of the pasc/ud-oi/p-

per, was by our Lord converted into the sa-

crament of his most precious bocfy and bloodJ^

^Pac church teaches us, that //;e outward
part or sign of the Lord's Supper is bread
and ivine, zvliich the Lord has commanded
to be received. Though it is our dxity lowest
satisfied in our Lord's will and pleasure, with-

out seeking after, a reason for his appoint-

m.ents; we cannot but observe, that as our
spiritual purification is appositely represented

by zvater, in the other sacrament, so is our
spiritual sustenance by bread and xvine^ in

this. Bread, and wine being both parts of

p The wind bloweth v.'here it listeth, and thou hearest the sound
thereof, but canst not tell --.vhence it cometh, and whither it goeth ;

so is every one that is born of the Spirit.

—

yohn iii. 8.

q And now, why tarriest thou ? arise, and be baptized, and wash
away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.

—

Acts xxii. 16.

r As the living Father hath sent me, and 1 live by the Father j

so he that eatelh me, even he shall live by me.

—

yohn vi. 57.

s For this is my blood of the New Testament, which is shed for
many for the remission of sins.

—

Matt. xxvi. 28.

t For he is faithful that premised.

—

Heb. x.23.
u And he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave

unto them saying, This is my body which is given for you : this
do in remembrance of me. Likewise also the cup after supper,
saying. This cup is the New Testament in my blood which is shed
for you.—Xwic xxii. 19, 20. , .
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one coiiiiplet^ nou^islmient^ :2l^ separateh/ in-

effectual,^ this sacrament is; cmnmanded to

be Rdmimstcred m. bo til kinds.^/i /''

^ . The church likewise tells jis, 'that //ft hi-

ward part, or thhi^ signified, is the body and
hlqod of CJt rist, . Hence we are to un d e r^ tand

,

that COD ;jdid not only give his Son Jesus
Christ, to die for; us, but also tbi be our spirit

tual food and' sfustenance irl this hb)y sacra-

ment; and that, if we receive it with a ti'ue

penitent heart and lively faith, we do spiri-

tuaUy eat the flesh of Christ and drink his

blood.^ . , .

', ..
> >^'

i^^'^^'hc church assiH:es us, that the sacrament
oj the. Lord's Supper was ordained for the

cpnlinual , remembrance of the sacrifice of tlie

deatii of Christ, and of the benefits which tvc

receive tiiereby. This memorial of'Christ^

death is to be a standing service in his church,

so long asiticontinues militant here on earth.

For; Christ did institute, and in his holy gospel

command us to continue a perpetual memory
of his precious death and sacrifice, until his

coming again.^ The death of Christ is called

• to- Th6 cup of blessing which v/e. bless, is it not the cominunion
•of the blood of Christ ? The bread which we break, is it not the

commLiuion of the body of Christ.—1 Cor. x. 16.

X And as they were eating, Jesus to</k bread,, and blessed it

and brake ii", and gave it to tlic discij)les, and said, Take, eat;

this is my body. And he took the cuj), and gave thanks, and

gave it to them, saying, Ijvink ye all of it.!

—

J\Iatt. xxvi. .'26, 27.

. y For my flesh is meat indeed, andaiy blood is dnnk ji.ueed.

w~-yi,hn vi. 55.. '

z For as often as ye eat ihis'. bread, and drink this cup, yc do
shew the Lord's death till he come.—1 CW' xL 26. •
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a sacrifice, because our heavenly father, of his

tender mercy, gave his only Son Jesus Christ,

to suffer death upon the cross for our redemp-

tion; wrho made there (by his one oblation of
himself once offered) a full, perfect, and suf-

ficient sacrifice, oblation and satisfaction for

the sins of the whole ^world.^ By this sacri-

fice we receive the remission of our sins, and
are made partakers of the kingdom of heaven.*

And as the Son ofGOD did vouchsafe to yield

up his soul by deatJi upon the cross for our sal-

vation; so it is the duty of all Christians to re-

ceive the comvCxVLmor\/\n remembrance of the

sacrifice of his death, as he himself hath com-
manded; and to do it so frequently, that they

may always have a fresh and lively remem-
brance thereof, in their minds.^

The Eucharist therefore is not only a Sacra-

ment, in which, under the symbols of bread
and wine, according to the institution of Christ,

the faithful, truly and spiritually receive the

body and blood of Christ; but also a true and
proper sacrifice, commemcrative of the originctl

sacrifice and death of Christ for our deli-

a And he is the propitiation for our sins : and not for ours only,

but also for the sins of the whole world.—1 yohn ii. 2.

b For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God hy
the death of his Son ; much more, being reconciled, we shall be
saved by his life.

—

Rom- v. 10.

c After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had
supped, saying this cup is the New Testament in my blood : thig

do ye, as oft as ye drink it, iu remembrance of me. For as often

as ve eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's deatli

liU he con-ke.—1 Cou xi. 25, 26.
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verancc from sin and death: a memorial made
before God, to plead with him the meritorious

sacrifice and death of his dear Son for the for-

giveness of our sins, and all other benefits of

Christ's passion. The Eucharist being, as its

jiame imports, a sacrifice of tlianksgiving^

the bread and wine after they have been of-

fered or given to God, and blessed and sanc-

tified by his holy Spirit, are returned by the

hand of his minister to be eaten by the faith-

ful, as 2ifeast upon tlie sacrifice; both, to denote
their being at peace and favour with God, be-

ing thus fed at his table, and eating of his food,

and also, to convey to the worthy receivers all

the benefits and blessings of Christ's natural

body and blood, which were offered and slain

for their redemption.^
The church tells us, that the henefits xvhereof

we are partakers in the Lord's Supper are tht

strengtliening arid refreshing of our . souls by

ike body and blood of Christ:, as our bodies are
bfj the bread and wine. As bread and zvifie,

considered only as natural food, strengthen

and refresh our bodies ; so, this bread and
tvine, considered and taken, as memorials of

the bodij and blood of Christ our master,

tend to the improvement and health of
our souls. In this ordinance our souls are

strengthened by the most solemn exercise

of. dur faith; by the most lively acts o{ gra-

d Sec Bishop Scabury's excclknt piscourse on the hoi/ Etu-
c]iarist.
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titude and love, and especially by that super*

natural grace which \^e receive from tliis

spiritual tbod.^ Our souls are also refreshed

in this holy sacrament by the comfortable as-

surance given us of GOt)\ favor and gracious

goodness towards us:^ that We are very meni'

hers incorporate in the mystical body of his

Son,^ which is the blessed company of ail faith-

ful people; and also keirs through hope of
his everlasting kingdom, by the merits of the

most precious death and passion of his dear
Son.^ :/ '••

We are' taiight by the church, that it is re-

quired of those who come to tlie Lord's Supper
to examine themselves^ whether they repent

them' trulii of theirformer sins, stedfastly pur-
posing to lead a new life, have a lively faith
in GOD's mercy through Christy with a thank-

ful remembrance of his death, and he in cha-

rity with all men. All persons are to examine
into the state of their souls before they come
to the Lord's Supper; because without repen-

tance we are not capable of that pardon which
is here offered us:^' nor can any but believers

f He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelletk
in me, and I in him.

—

yobn vi. 5^,

f He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us
vll, how shall he not with him also freely give us all thingsi—
JRorh. viii. 32.

g For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his

bones.

—

Eph. v. 30
b And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal

life, and this life is in his Son.—1 John v. 11.

i Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither

with the leaven of malice and wickedness ; but with the un-

leavened bread of sincerity and truth.—1 Cor, v. 8.
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discern the Lord*s body in this sacrament, or

reap any spiritual advantage from receiv-

ing it/

The Lord's Supper is not designed for the

nourishment of the body, but for the refresh-

ment of the soul; and therefore the soul must
be put in a proper disposition to receive it, and

feed upon it. It is a iiveh) rtpresentation of
Christ's dying for the sins of inankind ; and
therefore to answer the end of the institution,

the soul must be possessed, with a/zf^/ sense

of the sufferings of Christ and his love to man-
kind, and also with ahmnble and Wvoly faith

and hope and trust in his merits. It is an ojfice

ofpraise and thanksgiving for the greatest deli-

verance and blessing that ever was vouchsafed

to men, or that mankind are capable of receiv-

ing, namely, the redeeming us from eternal

death, and restoring us to the favour of God,
and making us partakers of everlasting life; and
therefore, to celebrate it aright, the soul must

come prepared with a due se?ise, both of the

extreme misejy of our condition without a re-

deemer, and also, of the blessings and bencfts to

which we are entitled through Christ. It is

also a memorial of our deliverance from the

power of sin, and is the means by which we
become partakers of the Spirit of God; and

we should therefore bring with us to this or-

k I said therefore unto you, That ye shall die in your sins ; for

if ye believe not that I am he, yc shall die in your sins.—^o^^
viii.24.
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dinance not only a zvilluig72css, but a desire to

be delivered from the poiver of our sins, an

earnest lojigijig for the assistance of GocVs

grace to subdue them, with firm resolutions

to improve his grace to that end. In this holy-

ordinance, we behold the supreme claim

which Christ has to our homa2;e and obe-

dience, since he bought us with the price of
his own blood; and therefore we cannot par-

take of this ordinance aright, without a just

sense of our obligations to serve and obey him
as our Lord and Master, and without resigning

ourselves to his holy will. The holy Sacrament,

under the most impressive and affecting em-
blems, sets before us the covenant o{ mercy and
pardon^ to whick God is pleased to admit man-
kind, on condition of their repentance and
amendment; and hence arises the indispensible

necessity of repenting of our past sins, and
entering into resolutions of obedience for the
future, as often as we come to renew this cove-
nant in the sacrament of Christ's body and
blood. In this holy Supper we hold cominu'
nion\Y\i\i onr felloiv Christians, as brethren^
and members of the same body under Christ our
head; and hence it follows, that love, and
unity, must be necessary dispositions for a
right participation of this holy ordinance.

There are some people who suppose that the
peril of uniborthxj receiving ^ is so great, that

/ The peril of receiving the Lord's Supper iin^c^orthily is

heightened in the apprehensions of some persons, by the declara-
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they had better stay away, than run the hazard
thereof. The danger indeed is great to them
who will j^^resume to eat this bread, and drink
this cup of tlie Lord, rashlii and imadvisedlij:'^

But their guilt is not less, their situation not
less hazardous, who persist in disobedience to

the last and dying command of their dearest
saviour," and reject his invitation -to so many
great 2ir\A spiritual advantages," upon pretence
of that danger,which it is in their own power to

avoid./" Our safety therefore consists in resolv-

don oiFSt.l^aul, (1 Cor. x'l. 29.) He that eatet/j and drlnketk un-
Tjorthily, eateth and drinketb damnation to hitme^f. But it is to be
observed, that the word damnation does not signify eternal con-

deniriation, but (as it is translated in the margin of the Bible) tem-
pOYA judgment. And the tin-ivortby receiving, for which the Co-
rinthians were afflicted with teiri\)or3.\judgvients, such as iickness

und death, (ver. 50.) consisted in their 7iia!:ing no distinction be-

tween the Lordh' Supper and a cornmon meal.—They did not dis-

cern the Lord^s Body, (ver. 29.)—They abused and profaned this

soleiiin ins'amtion by gliittony?iW& drunkenness, (ver. 21, 22.) and by
fontentioiis and factious- behaviour, (ver. 18.) Christians in the

present day, therefore, unless they in the same ivay with the Corin-

thians, conts-iwi and profane the Lord's Supper, cannot be guilty

<>f that xiuHMonhy receiving mentioned by St. Paul, for which the

Corinilv.ans suLitaiaed, not eternal condemnation, but, temporal

judgment.

?/i Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup
of the Lord, unworthily, sliall be guiky of the body and blood of

the Lord. For this cause n^any arc w eak and sickly among you,

und -tiany sleep.—^1 Cor. x\.-27, 30.

71 For 1 have received of the Lord that which also I delivered

\into you, That the Lord Jesus, the same night in which he was
betrayed, Uiol: bread : And when he had given thanks, he brake

it, and said, Tjike, eat : This is my body, which is broken for

vou : this do in re;xieitibrance of n\e.— 1 CV^r. xi 2.3, 24.

a Come unio mc, ail ye that labour and are iieavy laden, and

I will give you rest.

—

jMatt. xi. 28.

p For if we v. uuld judge oiiriclves, we shoiild not be judged.—
1 Cor. xi. 31.
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ing to do the duty required, and to take the

best care so to prepare ourselves, that the per-

formance may be accepted by God.*?

It, may now be proper to explain the nature

of those duties which are required of those

who come to the Lord's Supper. The first

duty is to repent us truly of our former sins.

We should examine our lives and conversa-

tions by the rule of GOD's commandments;'*
and ivhereinsoever we shall perceive ourselves

to have offended, either by will, word, or

deed, there we must bev/ail our own sinful-

ness,-^ and confess our guilt to Almighty God.

^

Having examined our lives and confessed

our sins before God, and humbled ourselves

under the sense of our natural depravity and
actual guilt, we should then turn our thoughts

upon the only means by which we can be re-

deemed from our sins, and reconciled to GOD.
The means of our deliverance from sin, and
restoration to the di' ine favor, are provided ia

the plan of salvation through Jesus Christ. In
him we have redemption^ even theforgiveness of
our sins.^' Him hath God set forth to be the

q But let a man examine himself, and so let liim eat of that

bread, and drink of that cup.— 1 Cor. zi\. 23.

r Let us search and try our ways, and turn again to the Lord.
•^-Lmn. iii. 40.

s Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sor-

rowed to repentance. For godly sorrow worketh repentance to

salvation not to be repented of: but the scrro«'^ of the world worketh
death.—2 Cor. vii. 9, 10.

t For I acknowledge my transgressions ; and my sin is ever
before me.

—

Psahn li. 3.

u Col. i. 14.
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propitiationfor our sins. ^ He is the Mediator'
betzceen God and Man. He gave himself a
ransom for all.'^ He is onr advocate xvith the

Father.y By his death ive are reconciled to

Godf He has made cur peace with the Father
through the blood of his Cross.^

It is a comfort to us, under the sense and
burthen of our sins, to consider, not only that

we have a Saviour and Redeemer^ but that

he has given humble and penitent Sinners
the most gracious invitations and encourage-
ments to come to him (orpardon and salvation.

Come unto me (says the blessed Jesus,)^ all ye
that labour and are heavy laden^ and I zv ill give
you rest. He that cometh to me,*I zvill in no
wise cast out.^ And he tenderly declares,^ that

He came into the zvorld, on purpose to call sin--

ners to repentance ; and to seek and to save

that zvhich zvas lost.^

The consideration of these gracious declara-

tions and encouragements, together with the

sense of our own vileness and misery, will pre-

pare us to come to Christ, with a true and
livelyfaith; neither trusting to our own merits,

nor distrusting the mercies of God, but cast^

ing ourselves ivholly upon the merits of Jesus

Christ J in a stedfast reliance that through his

HV Rom. iii. 25, x 1 Tim. ii. 5, 6.

y 1 yobn ii. 1 Z Mom. v. 10.

a Col \. 20. b Matt. xi. 28.

c yohn vi. 37. d Luke v. S2.

e Luke xix. 10.
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blood we shall receive the remission of our

sins, and beinr^ justified by faiih, shall have

peace ivith God, thi^ough our Lord Jesus

Christ.

But then we must remember, that the re-

demption of Christ consists in his delivering

us, not only from the guilt of our sins past,

but also from the pozcer and dominion of sin

for the time to come. Christ gave himselffor
us, not only that he might redeem usfrom all

iniquity, but likewise that he might purifij

unto himself a peculiar people, zealous ofgood
zcorks.f He was manifested, not only to

take awajj our sins, but also by his blood to

purge our consciencesfrom dead zvorks to serve

the Living God.s No persons then must hope
for any benefit by the death of Christ, but they

who will take the redemption, which he
WTought, whole and entire, and receive him as

a Saviour, not only from the guilt but from the

dominion of sin. None must hope for Xhc par-

don of his sins past, but he v/ho sincerely de-

sires to be delivered from them for the time to

come.
And therefore having begun the work of

repentance in the confession of our past sins,

and the humiliation of our souls under a

sense of them; we must continue and per-

fect it, by solemnly professing, in the pre-

sence of God, our earnest desires to be dc-

fTit.u, 14. g Reb.ix. 14.

€2
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livered from the poivei' of sin, and our resolu-

tions, through the assistance of his grace, to

forsake luigodliness and ivorUUy lustsJ^ and to

live soberly, righteously, and godly, while he
shall please to continue us in this world.

When, upon examination, we think we
have reason humbly to trust that we truly and
earnestly repent of our sins, and are in love and
charity with our neighbours, and intend to

lead a new life, following the commandments
of GOD, and walking in his holy ways, we
must then draw near w^ithout fear,* and take

the holy sacrament to our comfort; firmly be-

lieving that Almighty GOD, for the sake of

our blessed Redeemer, and in regard to the

merits of his death, will mercifully pardon us^

and graciously receive us as worthy commu-
nicants.

We should behave with all possible re-

verence and devotion, when we present our-

selves amongst our brethren who come to feed

on the banquet of that most heavenly food.

With hearts impressed with penitence, with

faith, wnth reverence and love, our principal

business at the altar should be to give most

humble and hearty thanks to GOD the Father,

the Son, and the Holy Ghost, for all the bles-

sings vouchsafed unto i|S^ but especially for

the"^redemption of the world, by the death and

h Tit. ii. 11, 12.

i For God hath not given us the spirit of fear ; but of power,

and of love, and of » souud ijjind.—2 7"nn. i. 7*
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passion of our Saviour Christ both GOD and
man. To the ever blessed Trinity w^e should,

at all times, but more especially at these

opportunities of commemorating the inesti-

mable love displayed in the redemption, be
most thankful; ascribing continual praise to

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, who created,

redeemed, and sanctifieth us, through Jesus

Christ our Lord.

The obligation of receiving the Holy Commii--

nion stated, and the various pretences

for neglecting it, considered

and refuted.

FROM the foregoing account of the holy

Eucharist, it appears that it is the highest and
most important act of Christian worship. It

is the memorial of the passion and death of our

blessed Redeemer, made before the Almighty
Father, to render him propitious to us, by
pleading with him the meritorious sufferings

of his beloved Son. It is a sensible pledge of

God's iove to us, who, as he has given his Son
to die for us, so has he given the precious body
and blood of Christ, to be our spiritual food

and sustenance. And as the bread of this

world, frequently taken, is necessary to keep
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the body in health and vigour; so is this bread

of God, frequently received, necessary to pre-

serve the soul in spiritual health, and to keep
the divine life of faith and holiness from be-

coming extinct in us.

An ordinance of so sublime and exalted a

nature, fruitful of such inestimable blessings,

and enjoined on us by that blessed Redeemer
who laid down his life for us, one would sup-

pose, would be highly valued, and humbly and
gratefully received by all who profess them-
selves Christians. It is however, a lamentable

truth, that the greater proportion of Christians

live in the habitual neglect of this distinguish-

ing badge of their Christian profession, the

ordinance which unites them to their Re-
deemer, and which is the invaluable seal and
pledge of his mercy and grace. Let those

who neglect this sacred ordinance be per-

suaded to pause, and seriously to consider the

weighty obligations which they contemn, and
the folly and guilt of the excuses which they

urge.

Christians are bound to receive the holy

communion by the obligations of duty, of

gratitude, and of interest.

Duty urges us. Christ our Lord and Sa-

viour has commanded us to receive the com-
munion, in remembrance of his death and

passion. " Do this, (says he,) in remembrance

ofme."^ Are we not bound to revere and-

'

k Lttkc xxii. 19.

b
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cherish, with the most sacred fervor, the com-
mand of a dyingfriend^ And shall we be in-

sensible to the pressing injunction of our Lord
and Master, who, at the moment when he

was about to lay down his life for us, even for

us, who were his enemies, com.manded us to.

commemorate his inifinite love

!

The powerful claims o{ gratitude urge our

obedience to his commiand. Transcendent
were the love and compassion which he dis-

played for us. " The Son of God, the bright-

ness of the Father's glory, humbled himself

even to the death upon the cross for us, mise-

rable sinners, who lay i;i darkness and the

shadow of death." He instituted and ordained

holy mysteries,as pledges of this his infinite

love, and for a continual remembrance of his

death and passion. And shall w^e not grate-

fully commemorate his infinite love towards

us, in the way that he hath appointed? Shall

we refuse to render him even the tribute

of thanks for the inconceivable sufferings he

endured for us, for the inestimable blessings

he purchased for us? By neglecting the insti-

tuted memorial of his love and mercy, we
virtually say to our blessed Redeemer,—We
cherish no sensibility for thy sufferings; we
care not, though the displays of thine infinite

love be forgotten; Vv^e set no value on the in-

finite condescensions of thy mercy.—Pause

and reflect, ye who neglect this sacred ordi-
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nance, how great is the guilt of ingi^atitude,

which you incur.

But, if duty does not impel you, if gratitude

cannot excite you, listen at least to the calls

of interest. Consider how many great and
inestimable benefits are annexed to this sacred

ordinance. The pardon of sin ; the assistance

and consolations of God's holy Spirit; and
an earnest pledge of a glorious resurrection to

eternal life, these are the blessings assured to

us by a worthy participation of the body and
blood of Christ. When therefore, we absent

ourselves from the holy Sacrament, we wil-

fully deprive ourselves of the greatest blessings

which we can receive in this world, peace of

conscience, the guidance and consolations of

divine grace, the security of a happy resurrec-

tion to life and glory. Shall not then, the

powerful considerations of interest urge us

worthily to partake of an ordinance which
rescues us from the guilt of sin, from the

curse of God, from everlasting woe? Shall we
deliberately contemn the favour of God, the

consolation and powerful operations of his

Spirit, and the immortal felicities of his hea-

venly kingdom ! Not less is thefolly than the

guilt of neglecting this inestimable pledge of

divine mercy, -of grace, of immortal life and
glory.

None of the various pretences that are

urged, can justify the neglect of this sacred

institution.
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The cares of the xvorld are urged by many
ris an excuse for not coming to the holy Com-
munion. In this manner they reason:—They
heartily wish they were more disengaged from

the business of the world; but since this is not

their lot, they dare not approach so heavenly

an institution, with hearts so much possessed

and infected wdth earthly cares. But let such

j)ersons consider, that the 0?7V^/^?2 Religion

xillows no man, w^hatever his condition be, to

engage his heart so far in the affairs of this

xvorld, as to neglect the care of his soul, and
the concerns ofthe next life. Whoever, there-

fore, pleads that he is unfit for the holy Sacra-

ment because his heart is over-run with the

xares of the world, confesses that he leads a

life directly opposed to his Christian obliga-

tions. They who were bidden to the supper
in the Gospel,^ excused themselves from com-
ing, upon account of their worldly concerns;
but they were pronounced unworthy of the

heavenly feast for this very reason, because they
^preferred their temporal business before their

eternal welfare. No man is rendered unfit for

the Sacrament by the occupations and business

of this life, who pursues them with moderation
and honesty, with a due regard to the laws of
God, and his good Providence over us; and
whoever pursues them otherwise, makes him-
self unfit for heaven. The hearts of men be-

/ Luh :dr. 16.
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ing apt to dwell too much upon the things of

this' world, and to be buried in the cares and
concerns of it; God has provided the holy Ordi-

nances of the Gospel, to raise our souls from

the earth, and to replenish them from time to

time with heavenly thoughts and meditations.

And therefore, instead of making the cares of

this life an excuse for abstaining from the holy

Sacrament, those w^ho desire in good earnest

to live like Christians, and at the same time

find themselves much engaged in the affairs of

this world, will, upon that very account, be

desirous to attend the ordinances of religion,

in order to withdraw their thoughts from these

worldly concerns, and to receive upon their

souls, such a sense of heaven and heavenly

things, as may keep them from being buried

in the cares and pursuits of this life.

Others pretend, that they are desirous to

come to the Sacrament ; but w^hen they look

back upon their past lives, they see so much
S171 and corruption, and are so much humbled
and dejected at the sight of it, that they can-

not think themselves in amj measure worthy to

partake of so divine an institution. But such

a sense of their vileness (when it produces a

resolution to cast off the sins which have made
them so vile) is the first qualification of a wor-

thy receiver, because it is the step towards our

reconciliation to God, and our being received

into favour with him. They whom Christ

particularly invites to come to him, with pro-
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mises of pardon, and comfort, and spiritual

strength,* are such only as being zveary un-

der the sense and burthen of their sins, do ear- .

nestly desire to be delivered from them. For

it is an idle pretence in men, to say that they

are ashamed of their vileness; while they re-

solve to keep their sins, which they know will

make them every day viler.

A third sort are afraid to come to the holy

Sacrament, on account of the ftianij and great
temptations with which the daily business of

life is accompanied; and they cannot think it

the part of a good man to enter into solemn
vows and resolutions, which, by reason ofsuch

temptations, he must despair ofkeeping. Some
callings and professions do, indeed, lay men
open to more temptations than others. But
no calling or profession, which is just and ho-

nest, can expose a man to temptations, which
may not be overcome with care and watchful-

ness, and the assistance of God's grace. A
foresight of temptations will induce every
Christian, who heartily desires to live virtu-

ously in his vocation, to come often to the

holy Sacrament for new supplies of strength to

resist them. They, who make the greatness of
the temptations which may assail them a rea-

son for abstaining from the Sacrament, do, in

effect, give themselves up to the enjoyment of

ff Come unto me, all }'e that labour and are heav^ laden, and %
will give vou rest.

—

Matt. xi. 28.

D
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their lusts, which, in other words, is to givfe

themselves up to eternal destruction.

There are others who are discouraged from

coming to the Lord's Table, not only by the

probability of their falling afterwards into sin,

but by a persuasion that sin committed after

the holy Sacrament zvill never be forgiven.

This is so far from being true, that one good

reason why Christians should com^ frequentlij

to the holy Sacrament, is, because, by the/r^~

quent omissions of their duty, they have the

greater wqqA frequently to renew their cove-

nant with Cod. If we could live in a state of

innocence, we should have no need of reneiv-

ing our covenant with him. But because

through the frailty of our corrupt nature, and

the manifold temptations that encompass us,

we so frequently break our part of the cove-

nant ; we have therefore the greater need of

that mercy, and those new supplies of grace,

which are conveyed, to the sincere and peni-

tent, in this sacred ordinance.

Whenever we come to renew our covenant

with God, w^ engage, to forsake our sins, by

very solemn vows and resolutions. Ihese

are a great restraint from falling again into

'sin. Whoever makes such vows with asm-

cere, desire to be delivered from his sins, and,

remembering his vows afterwards, is watch-

ful over his ways, and prays for the grace of

God to enable him to perform his vows; v.ho-

ever thus strives to get the mastery over his sins.
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and to come daily nearer to perfection, is cer-

tainly in a state, of salvation. His honest en-

deavours will be accepted by God, although

he never arrive to a state of innocence to

which no man ever can attain. For as long

as we continue in this world, it will be true,

even of the best men, that, If they say tkeij have
no Sin, iJiey deceive themselves, and the trulh is

not in them. But then it is as true, that our sins

become m.uch less, and our righteousness much
greater, by frequently renewing our vows of

obedience in this holy Sacrament. As to the

sins, into which, notwithstanding these vows,
and our most earnest endeavours to perform
them, we may afterwards fal], God gives

us a lively assurance in these holy mysteries,

that xve have an Advocate with the Faiher, Je-

sus Christ the Righteous, and that he is the

propitiation for our sins. Although therefore

men not only may fall into sin, but are very

sure that they shall be sinning, more or less,

as long as they continue in this frail and cor-

rupt state; yet is this no reason to abstain from
the Sacrament, but a very powerful one why
they should receive it fiequently. It is the

means both of making us less sinful by far than
we otherwise should be, and of raising and
enHvening our faith in Christ for the pardon
of all those sins, which, notwithstanding a con-
scientious care and diligence on our part, we
either have committed, or may hereafter com-
mit.
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The foregoing error, that there is no pardon
for sins committed after receiving the holy

Sacrament, has been the occasion of another
unhappy and dangerous mistake, that the way
for Christians to be safe, is, never to receive

the blessed Sacrament but upon their death-bed

,

or when they have no hope of living longer in

this world. This erroneous and dangerous
idea is founded on the presumptuous and ab-

surd opinion, that the Sacrament of Christ's

body and blood, saves men by some secret

and resistless efficacy ; that it has been insti-

tuted to encourage them in wickedness all

their lives, upon an assurance, that it will carry

them to heaven when they die. This dan-

gerous mistake, also, absurdly supposes, that

those persons can be partakers of the virtues

and benefits of the holy eucharist, who are

ignorant of its nature, its end, and benefits, and
who are so far from being prepared for it, that

they scarcely know what preparation is neces-

sary. And, what preparation can men be sup-

posed to make, who, begin not to think of

receiving the communion, till they are seized

with the pains, infirmities, and agonies of a
dying-bed? With so short a warning, and
under such weakness of body, and contusion,

perhaps, distraction ofmind, how can men im-

mediately receive instruction concerning the

highest and most solemn ordinance of the gos-

pel, or recollect and confess their sins before

God? At their death, and oft-times in their
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old age, they want to be taught the things

which christians are bound to learn betimes in

their youth. When they are going out of the

world, they only begin to desire, and think of,

that breadfrom heaven, which God designed

for their spiritual nourishment in their passage

ihroiigh life. By the very means which he ap-

pointed for a daili) restraint from sinning, they

hope at once to wash away the whole guilt of

going on securely in a tong life of sin. In
the same day or hour that they are first taught

what the Sacrament is, and what is necessary

to prepare them for the w^orthy receiving of

it, the preparation itself is at once to be be-

gun, carried on, and finished!.

They, who are yet in their youth, or at least

in the enjoyment of health, should be warned
not to rely upon the prospect of length of
days. Instead of flattering themselves with
such uncertain hopes, they are to be warned
to enter immediately upon the only sure way
—happily, a plain and clear w^ay. They
should inform themselves in the true nature

and design @f the holy Communion. Then
going through the preparations requisite to

make them worthy partakers, according to

the degrees of leisure w^nich their circum-
stances w^il}: allow, they should be frequently

at the Lord's table, in the time of their health.

When they come to die, they will then under-
stand the state of their souls. Their hearts will

have been accustomed to the thouo:hts of hea-

D2
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vcn and heavenly things. Thus habituated
to the exercises and duties of the Christian

life, they will, at the awful hour of death, be
properly fitted and prepared to receive the holy

Eucharist, as the seal of God's final pardon,
as their invaluable comfort and support un-
der the agonies of a dying-bed, as the joyful

pledge of a triumphant passage, through the

grave and gate of death, to immortal blessed-

ness and glory.

Vain .and idle therefore, are all the pre-

tences which keep us from the table of our
Lord. By this neglect and contempt of his

sacred injunction, we forfeit the most inesti-

mable blessings, we incur the heaviest guilt.

No longer let us remain insensible to our duty-

and our interest, to our present and eternal

peace. The care of our souls is the one thing

needful—^to work out our salvation, a concern

of supreme importance. In tender compas-
sion, the Redeemer hath provided, in his holy

Supper, the means of our reconciliation to our

olTendedGod, and of our restoration to holiness

and immortal glory. Impressed with his in-

finite compassion for us, and earnestly desi-

rous to be partakers of his salvation, let us re-

vSolve to commemorate his love in the holy.

Supper which he instituted, and receiving

with penitent and believing hearts the sym-
bols of his body and blood, become partakers

of his mercy, his grace, his everlasting glory.



A PRAYER

To be imed by a ficrson^ ivho, having lived in fcrgetfulnes.'i of
God, and in the neglect of his Christian obligations, is^

awakened to a sense of his guilt and danger, and is de^-.

sirous to seal his pardon and reconciliation 'with Godwin the

holy Sacrament,
^

O LORD GOD ; to whom I am bound by the most
powerfuj and endearing ties! For thou art the author and
preserver of my. being, the source of all my mercies, my
everlasting Redeemer and Judge—?Thou hast lighted up
in my soul those spiritual and immortal powers, by which
I am rendered capable of the fruition of thee, the foun-

tain of perfection and bliss—Thy gracious Providence
has conducted me through the dangers and trials of life

—

Thy rich bounty has supplied all my wants, and crowned
my lot with mercy and loving kindness—Thy unmerited
grace has offered to me the infinite blessings of everlast- .

ing life and redemption. O my God! I acknowledge
that the sincere, gmteful, and ardent service of my past
life would have been a feeble return to thee, for thine in-

finite love. With shame then, I confess, that even this

inadequate tribute has been withheld from thee. With
shame, I confess, that, though the solemn engagements
and quickening grace of Baptism were imposed upon me,
though the fountain of thy mercy has been opened to me
iH the Sacrament of the body and blood of thy Son,
though the sacred obligations and exalted rewards of thy
stirvice have been continually displayed to me in the mi-
nistrations of the sanctuary, though thy Providence has
called, thy holy Spirit warned me, I have yet continued
insensible to the claims of thy love, to my own highest
duty and happiness. O Lord, I have violated the most
solemn obligations. I have been insensible to the most
exalted privileges. I have resisted the solicitations of thy
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grace and mercy, though urged by the precious blood of
thy beloved Son, which was poured forth a sacrifice for

my sins. Forever blessed be thy long-suffering- mercy
O my God 1 that thou hast not given me up to the fruit

of mi) own ways^ that thou hast not inflicted upon me the
awful punishment due to my ingratitude and guilt.

Blessed be that grace. Almighty God, which has now
awakened me to an apprehension of my guilt and danger,
to a sense of thine infinite claims to my homage and obe-
dience. O do thou strengthen my desires of returning

unto thee, my humble but earnest resolutions of chusing
thee, as my satisfying and eternal portion. And for-

asmuch as thou hast opened to the humble and penitent,

in the holy Sacrament of the altar, the renovating foun-

tain of grace and mercy ; let me no longer neglect this

sacred and endearing pledge of my Saviour's love. Pre-
pare my heart, by the powerful operations of thy grace,

for worthily receiving the crucified body and blood of my
blessed Lord. Awaken my contrition, quicken my faith,

enliven my love, confirm my resolutions of obedience,

that going to the altar relying on my Redeemer's merits

;

and arrayed in the robes of his righteousness, I may obtain

reconciliation with thee my God,—may receive supplies

of that quickening grace which will conduct me, through

the sorrows and temptations of this mortal pilgrimage, to

the blissful fruition, in tlie heavenly Zion, of the ever-

lasting glories of the Godhead ; to whom, Father, Son,

and Holy Ghost, my Almighty Creator, my merciful Re-
deemer, my eternal Sanctifier, be ascribed, all power and

might, majesty and dominion, henceforth and forever*

AMEN.
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WEEK'S PREPARATION

Monday Morning.

[^Preparatory PnArEii, to be used every day.']

DIRECT ME, O LORD, in all my doings with thy

most gracious favour, and further me with thy continual

help, that in all my works, begun, continued, and ended

in thee, I may glorify thy Holy Name, and nnally, by thy

mercy, obtain everlastiEg life through Jesus Christ our

Lord—AMEN.

MEDITATION

OA* ZffiS JVJTURE JA'D BE.YEFITS OF THE

LORD'S SUPPER,

AND as they were eating, Jesus took bread a)id

blessed it, and bral;e it, and gave it to the disciples, and
said, Take, eat ; this is my body. And he took the cup
and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying. Drink ye

all of it: For this is my blood of the New Testament,

which is shed for many, for the remission of sins.

—

Maii,

xxvi. 26, 27, ^c.

IT was in the moment when a cruel death

was about to separate the blessed Jesus from

his disciples, and when sorrow and despon-
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dency in the prospect of losing their beloved
master had overwhelmed them—it was in this

solemn and interesting moment, that our Sa-
viour instituted a holy rite to be the seal of his

mercy and grace, and enjoined it on his dis-
ciples as the endearing memorial of his dying
Jove. Engaged in celebrating the passover, a
rite commemorative of the deliverance of
the Jews from the wrath of the destroying an-
gel, he had been offering up the paschal lam by

a memorial of that lamb, whose bloqd, sprink-

led on the houses of the Jews, had been the

pledge of their deliverance. But the time had
arrived, when, the shadows and types of the law
were to be all consummated in the glorious

person of the Saviour, whom they had allj with,

impressive significance, foreshewn, to whom
they had all, with radiant light, borne witness..

Instead of the legal victim, he substituted him-

self^ as tlie ixwo. paschal lamb, and, to avert the

wrath of divine justice from a guilty world,,

offered himself up an all sufficient sacrifice to

his Almighty Father. He took bread, and con-

secrated it to be the symbol of his body which
was to be given for the sins of the world; He
blessed the cup of loine to represent his blood

which was to be shed to atone for sin. He
appointed these sacred elements to be the re-

presentative sipnbols of the sacrifice of the

cross, the memorial o{ his precious sufferings

and death by which our redemption was effect-

ed. And, that the blessings of this sacrifice
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•might be conveyed to his redeemed people to

the end of the world;, he gave authority to his

Apostks and their successors to consecrate

bread and wine as the memorials of his body
and blood, thro' the devout participation of
which, his humble and penitent followers

should receive all the inestimable blessings of
his salvation.

Contemplate^, O my soul, with holy awe,
this sacred mystery; contemplate, with lively

gratitude, the inestimable blessings which thy

Saviour conveys to thee, thro' this hallowed
ordinance. Christians, uniting with their au-

thorised ministers in the celebration of this

holy sacrament, present before God, a sacri-

fice commemorative of that all-sufficient sa-

crifice which the Saviour made. Receiving
with lively faith the consecrated elements, they
are made partakers of all those blessings which
where purchased by the offering which Christ

made of his sacred body and blood. They
are cleansed from sin, they are restored to

communion and peace with God, they are

strengthened by the presence and consolations

of his holi) Spirit, they are preserved by the

vivifying body and blood of Christ unto ever-

lasting life.

Oh ! sublime and precious mystery! Jesus,

exalted in glory, condescends to becom.e, by re-

presentative symbols, the ^^^ixituzXfood, support
and strength of his people. Surrounding this

holy table Christians near the voice of their
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blessed Redeemer pronouncii-jg their pardon 5

they receive, as it were, from his own hands,

the pledges of their Salvation, the sacred em-
blems of his life-giving body and blood. '' As
often as they eat this bread and drink this cup,

they do shew forth the Lord's death till he
come."

Bless God, O my soul, for his infinite love

in giving his 07ili/ Soi, for thy redemption.

—

Bless thy Saviour, for graciously condescend-

ing to institute a sacred rite, in which, under
the most lively and affecting emblems, thou

mayest commemorate his death and be made
partaker of the benefits of his passsion. Art
thou desirous, O my soul, to obtain that peace

and happiness which thou hast in vain sought

from a disappointing world—Go to the holy

Supper of thy Lord, where he waits to dispense

to thee a peace which passeth all understand-

ing, a peace which the world ca« neither give

nor take away, a peace which his infinite

mercy inspires, which his almighty grace

cherishes, and which shall flourish forever un-

der the smiles of his love. Art thou weary
and heavy laden, O my soul, under the burden

of thy sins, under the oppressing cares and

sorrows of the world—Go to the altar, where
the arms of thy Redeemer are extended to em-
brace thee, to shield thee in his bosom from

•every guilty ])ang, from every corroding sor-

row. Do unholy passions invade tliy peace,

tdocs temptation overcome thy frail resolutions,
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does sin defile thee, O my soul, and render

thee obnoxious to that God who is of purer

eyes than to behold iniquity—Co to the altar,

where thy gracious Redeemer sits enthroned,

glorious in his power, mighty to save. By his al-

mighty fiat,he wiilquell the tumult of thy guilty

passions; his heavenly grace descending upon
lhee,-yv7ll purify and renew thy affections, v/ill

guide'thee through all difficulties, will arm thee,

w^ith victorious strength, over all temptations.

In the imperfect and transitory gratifications

of the present life, thou dost in vain seek, O
my soul, for that full and substantial enjoy-

ment for which thy aspiring powers ardently

pant-r—Go then to the altar, and receiving, with
lively faith, the pledges of thy saviour's grace

and mercy, enjoy a foretaste of that never-end-

ing and ineffable bliss, which, in the kingdom
of heaven, thou shalt drink, at the everlasting

fountain of perfection and love.

Yes, O my God, thy service alone consti-

tutes the perfection of my nature, thy service

alone leads to perfect and eternal bliss. Too
long the sport of guilty and disappointing plea-

sures, I now resolve to chuse thee, O my
God, as my supreme good, my unfailing and
satisfying portion. Blessed Jesus! thou, who
art the only way of access unto the Father,
conduct me to the light of his reconciled coun-
tenance.

E
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TPIE PRAYER.

O MERCIFUL AND GRACIOUS GOD; the foun-

tain of being and all perfection ; I bless thee that thou hast

created me capable of knowing, of loving, and of serving

thee. Forever blessed be thy name, that v.-htti I had
wandered from thee, the source of light and fehcity, thou
didst not give me up to that blindness and raiseiy, which
I had courted, and which would have been my merited
portion. Forever blessed be thy name, that when, by my
sins, I had provoked thy just displeasure, thou didst, in

mercy, forbear to execute upon me the severity- of thy

awful wrath. Blessed, forever blessed O God, be thy
holy name; that thou didst even give, thy only begotten
and well beloved Son, to suffering and death, to purchase

my redemption. Glory be forever a'scribed to thee, for

the inestimable gift. O may this display of infinite love

awaken, in my heart, the emotions of lively gratitude, and
penetrate me with compunction for having- so long ne-

glected thee, my gracious Redeemer and God. Dispose me
now to return to thee, to chuse thy service as my highest

duty, my supreme delight and enjoyment. Blessed Je-

sus, who, by thy precious blood hast atoned for my «ins,and

in the powerful grace of thy holy Spirit hast provided the

means of my redemption, with humble reverence and

gratitude,J adore thee for thy infinite love, in conveying

to me, by sensible pk dges, the assurances ofthy grace and

mercy, in nourishing and strengthening aie, under lively

and affecting emblems, with thy spiritual body and blood.

O may my earnest desires be awakened to partake, in the

holy sacrament of thy supper, of tliy life-giving body, of

ihy purifying blood'—to seal by them my pardon, my
peace, my restoration to hoiiness and eternal felicity. Do,

thou, O God, av/aken, by thy grace, these holy desires,

and strengthen my resolutions of servhig thee. Dispel

the doubts, allay the apprehensions, remove every indo-

lent or sensual pretext, which would deter me from receiv-

iun- the memorials ofmy Saviour's love, the pledges of my
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eternal salvation. With lively desire, with humble peni-

tence, and stedfast faith, approaching- thy holy table, may
I be accepted and blessed as thy devoted servant and

subject, through Jesus Christ my Lord and Redeemer.

AMEN.

[ Then add your usual morning devouons^']

Monday Evening

MEDITATION.

THE CHRISTIAN DIRECTED IN THE SERIOUS EZAJIINA-

TJON OF HIS SPIRITUAL CilARACTER AND STATE,

AS PREPARATORY TO HIS RECEIVING

THE HOLY COMMUNION.

WISE is the choice thou hast made, O my
soul, to serve thy God; wise thy resolution

to commemorate, in the holy eucharist, the in-

finite love of thy Saviour, who, by his death,

purchased thy redemption, and offers thee, in

that holy ordinance, all the inestimable bless-

ings of his passion.

But recollect, O my soul, that if thou dost

advance, unprepared and impenitent, to the

supper of thy Lord, he will not accept thee
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~tis his j^uc^t; thou wilt not be nourished with
that spiritual food which difruses its Jife-giving

energy, only, through the heart of the humble
iijjd penitent believer. The Saviour indig-
nantly withholds the blessings of his grace
from those, who, unafiected with tlie infinite

condescensions of his mercy, and insensible

to their own weakness an^i demerit, approach
his altar, with im.penitent, lukewarm, unmor-
tified hearts.

Unless therefore, I come to the altar under
ii lively sense of the weakness and sinfulness

of my heart, by which I have been led to

transgress the holy laws of my God; unless I

come to the altar, deeply sensible that the only

pledge of my forgivness, is the meritorious

atonement of my Saviour, and stedfastly re-

solving, that, by the aids of his grace, I will

renounce all my sins, and humbly and faith-

fully serve him; unless I come to the altar in

this character of a humble and unfeigned peni-

tent, earnestly desiring the mercy and grace

of God, I must not hope to partake of the

blessings ofhis salvation, or to experience those

divine and ineffable joys, those strengthening

and reviving consolations, w^hich refresh the

souls of those, w^ho, by a true and living faith,

spiritually feed on the body and blood of their

crucified Jledeemer.

1 o prepare then, for partaking of this holy

ordinance, and to secure the inestimable bles-

sings which are dispensed in it to sincere and
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penitent believers, I must deeply and impar-

tially search my heart, and faithfully examine

the course of my life, in order to ascertain my
spiritual character and state.

Dispose me, earnestly and seriously to enter

on this examination. Almighty God !
Impress

on me the infinite importance of determining

the state of my soul—whether I am at peace

with thee, through lively penitence and faith

in the blood of thy Son; or, am obnoxious,

through unrepented sin, to thy just displeasure.

Enable me, with faithfulness, to search my
heart, -knowing that my eternal destiny de-

pends on the issue. Thy quickening grace

only, can detect the numerous errors and sins

ofmy life, and strip from my heart the veil oi"

self-love which conceals its vices and sins.

Do thou, therefore, O God, try me, and seek

the ground of mij heart, prove me and exa-

viinc my thoughts, and see if there be any eiil

xvay in vie, and lead me in the icay ever-

lasting.

As in thy presence, and exposed to thy in-

spection, O thou God, v/ho searchest the*

heart, who canst not be deceived, and who
wilt not be mocked,—as before thy awful
tribunal, O thou Sovereign Judge of men,
v/ho wilt bring to light every secret thing

whether it be good, or whether it be evil, do
I now seriously enter on the examination of
the condition of my soul. Press home on.my
heart, O God, bv thy powerful Spirit, the

" E 2
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solemn enquiries which I now make. May I

faithfully answer them to my own conscience,
as I shall cevtainly have to answer them at thy
tribunal, to thee my Almighty Judge.

AM I a member of the church of Christ,

which he purchrsed with his blood, which he
sanctifies with his spirit, and which, accord-

ing to his unsearchable and sovereign plea-

sure, is m.ade the only channel of his cove-

7ia?ifed mercies to a fallen w^orld?

Have I been admitted, to the participation

of the inestimable privileges of this church, to

a title to the forgiveness of sin, to the favour

of God, to the presence and aids of the holy

Spirit, to an inheritance in the kingdom of
heaven, by that ordinance, which Jesus^ Christ

its divine head instituted, the holy sacrament
of baptism?

Do I keep up my communion with this

church by devout submission to the ministra-

tions of hs prit's/lwod lu the orders of bishops,

priests, and deacons, deriving their autho-

rity, by regular transmission from Jesus Christ,

who is the only source of authority in the

church,—since he is its redeemer and head,

since to him ** all power is given in heaven

and in earth," and since he promised to be

wuth the ministers of apostolic succession " al-

\v2y, even to the end of the world?"
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Have I been diligent in imploring, by earnest

and constant prayer, the continued aids of the:

holy Spirit, to enable me to fulfil my baptismal

vows "to renounce the devil and all his works,

to believe in God and to serve him ?" '-^t

Have I ratified, in the holy rite of confirma-

tion, the.solemn vows and promises.of baptism,

receiving, by the ministry of Christ*s authorised

servant, the manifold and strengthening gifts-,

of the Holy Ghost ?

Have all my violations of these solemn en-

gagements^ all my infirmities and sins been
cleansed by repentance, and renewed faith in

the blood of Christ ?

Have I frequently contemplated, with ear-

nest solicitude and deep humiliation, the state

of depravity and guilt in which man is sunk,

while destitute of an interest in the merits of

a saviour ?

Have I review^ed, with lively compunction,
the numerous transgressions which have defiled

my conscience ?

In the bitterness of my spirit, have I ac-

knowledged the justice of God in my condem-
nation; have I humbly and fervently adored
the fulness of his grace and mercy in providing

for me the means of redemption through Jesus
Christ ?

Awakened to a pungent sense of my sins,

have I fled, with earnest supplication, to the

throne of my incensed Almighty Judge, and
reverently presented there, as the only plea of
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my forgivness, the meritorious blood of my
Redeemer ?

Has faith opened to me the fulness and suf-

ficiency of my Saviour's merits, and conveyed,
to my troubled conscience, rest and peace?
Have I experienced the powder of divine

grace, in av^^akening my sensibility to the evil

and guilt of sin, to the excellence and rev^^ards

of holiness, and in exciting the earnest and
persevering resolution to renounce all the dic-

tates ofmy corrupt nature and to devote myself,

to myGod and Saviour, in the services of a holy

life ?

Am I sincerely desirous, and always ready;

to partake of the holy eucharist, thereby to

commemorate the dying love of my Redeemer,
to testify my communion v^ith his church and
people, to plead before God, for the pardon of

my sins, the all prevailing merits of his cross

and passion, and to refresh and strengthen my
soul v^ath his most precious body and blood.

AM I diligent and faithful in all the exer-

cises and duties of the christian life ?

Am I uniform and sincere in the duties

of private meditation and prayer, in all those

pious exercises which have a tendency to

strengthen the reign of grace in my heart ?

Are the services ofGod's sanctuary the source

of my most pure and exalted pleasures ?
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Do I with constant and holy desire wait in

his sacred courts, that I may taste his goodness,

and experience his satisfying joys?

Sensible of my own weakness, and of the

dominion of sin in my heart, do I earnestly

implore the illuminating and renovating grace

of God; and constantly rely on the powerful

agency of the holy Spirit, to sanctify my soul,

to guide, quicken, and preserve me in my
christian course?

In reliance on the aids of this holy Spirit, do

I daily endeavour to weaken and subdue my
sinful passions, to strengthen and exalt the

holy graces of my soul ?

Does my humility become more deep, my
love to God more fervent, my zeal and delight

in his service more exalted, my faith in my
Saviour more uniform and supreme ?

Does my soul glow with habitual gratitude

to God, my almighty maker and benefactor,

father and friend, for the manifold mercies of

life; and above all, for the unspeakable gift of

his son Jesus Christ, for the inestimable bles-

sings of redeeming love?

In every event of life, do I humbly confide

in his wisdom, power and goodness, and com-
mit myself to his guidance and disposal?

In prosperity, am I humble and thankful,

mindful that every advantage of honour or

fortune, every talent that distinguishes me
above others, is the unmerited gift of God,
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which I am to employ for his glory and the
good of my fellow men ?

When ackersit}) assails m.e, do I still pre-
serve my confidence in God—still bless the
Lord " who giveth/' and humbly bow to the
dispensations of that infinitely wise and mer-
ciful God, " who taketh away ?"

Ever keeping in view the holy pattern of
my Saviour's life which I am bound to imitate,

do I constantly endeavour to obey his gracious
commands, to become like hhn, meek and
gentle, kind and compassionate, patient and
long suffering ?

Animated by that sacred spirit of love, which
urged the Saviour to pour out his soul a sacri-

fice for the sins of men,, do I earnestly endea-
vour to " do good unto all men," to soothe

the bosom rent with affliction, to restore, to

peace and gladness, the suffering subjects of
disease and poverty?

Sensible of the inestimable value of the bles-

sings of redemption, and of the infinite im-

portance of the souls of men, do I humbly
endeavour, by every proper and prudent mean,
to promote the everlasting salvation of man-
kind.

Under an habitual sense of my obligations

to God, of the solemn account I must render
to him who is the present witness, and who
will be the final judge, of my conduct, do I

earnestly endeavour faithfully to discharge all

the relative and social duties of life, of hus-
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band and wife, of parent and child, of brother

and sister, of master and servant, of magis-

trate and subject, of neighbour and friend ?

Ever mindful that my " body is the temple
of the holy Spirit," and that " into the kingdom
of heaven entereth nothing that is unholy and
unclean," do I endeavour, by abstinence, by
prayer, by holy resolution and v^atchfulness, to

mortify my sinful lusts and passions; and do I

sedulously avoid every ensnaiing temptation

wliich might lead me to violate the sacred laws
of temperance, soberness, and chastity?

Considering the present life as a state of pil-

grimage, the days of whith are few, uncertain,

and evil, am I careful not to fix my affections

•immoderately upon it; not to be too highly

elated with its pleasures which may soon pass

away, not to be too much depressed by its

sorrow^s which may soon terminate ?

Does my heavenly inheritance, the eternal

kingdom ofGod, with whom there is fulness of

joy, at whose right hand there are pleasures

forevermore, engage my most devout and de-

lightful contemplations?
Does the habitual prospect of the eternal

glories, which,mv Saviour hath prepared forme,
in his heavenly kingdom, animate me in the

discharge of duty, elevate my spirit when un-
der the pressure of grief, console me under
the loss of friends and relatives, and bear me
up, at all times, above the sorrows and trial?,

tlie scorn and persecution of the world ?
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Is this my situation ? this, my spiritual cha-
racter and state ? these the dispositions of my
soul ?

THAT I have been called, from the dark-

ness of error and sin, into the glorious light of
the gospel of salvation, and restored, from the

corrupting bondage of Satan, into the glorious

liberty of the sons of God,

—

Blessed he thy name, O God.
That I have been admitted, by baptism, into

that holy church, where thyjnercy is my solace,

thy favour my portion, thy grace my guide and
safeguard, the hope of heaven my exalted

privilege,

—

Blessed be tJnj name, O God.

That, in condescension to the weakness of

my nature, thou hast graciously instituted sen-

sible mevwrials of thy love, and pledges of thy

grace and mercy; that, in the humble partici-

pation of the ordinances of thy church, I can

derive light, health, comfort, and salvation,

—

Blessed be thy name, O God.

[71ie following fiaragrajih, betiveen brackeifi, is to be used,

Hvhen a ficrson tvho has lived in transgression of the laws

of God atzd neglect ofhis christian ohligatio7is^ is at length

awakened to a sense of his guilt a7id danger, and is desi-

rous to make his peace with his offended God, Jlnd then

the succeeding f.arugraphs, to the words ^^ To the ever

blessed Jehovah," iSc. are to be omitted.^

[THAT, though I have lived wholly regard-

less of the inestimable privileges ofmy christian
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vocation, though by my habitual transgressions

I have defied thy power, abused thy justice,

and contemned thy mercy, though tlie strivings

of thy Spirit have been exerted in vain, and
the precious blood of thy Son been in vain in-

terposed to arrest my rebellious career,—that,

though my sins have been thus multiplied, my
guilt thus aggravated, thou hast yet, O God of

infinite m.ercies, displayed towards me the

riches of thy forbearance ; that thine arms are

yet open to receive the returning prodigal

who left his father's house to riot in the sensual

pleasures of a corrupting world; that thou dost

even prepare for me, to be the pledge and
sea] of my forgiveness, the rich banquet of the

body and blood of that Redeemer w^hom I

have comtemned, and art ready to cover me
with the spotless robe of my Saviour's righte-

ousness; that thou hast aw^akened me to a

sense of my guilt and danger, and inspired

me with an earnest desire to enjoy the satisfy-

ing light of thy countenance

—

Blessed be thy name, O God,
O Iword, arise and save me and let not ini-

quity prove my ruin.]

That thou hast quickened me when I was
careless and forgetful of thee, and instead of

giving me up to hardness of heart, to the me-
rited punishment of my sins, hast graciously

awakened and restored me ; that when sunk
under the ^* grievous remembrance" ofmy sins,

and bowed down under their " intolerable

F
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burden/' thou didst enlighten my souHo dks-

cern the riches of mercy and grace in Christ

Jesus, and enabled me joyfully to rest in him
as ivisdom, and Tigh/eousficss:, sinict{fication

and rtdemption^—
Blessed be thy name, O God.
That, I have been excited to chuse thee,

O God, as my portion; that my saul has been
in any degree inflamed with love and grati-

'tude to thee, with trust in thy power and
goodness; that the holy graces of humility,

meekness, purity, and loj^^e have in any degree
established their reign in my heart; that I

have been enabled to adorn the doctrine of

God my Saviour, by a holy and virtuous life,

and to nnitate the blessed example of the holy

Jesus, by doing good unto my fellow men

—

Blessed be ilnj name, O God.

That when, fromi the infirmities of my na-

ture, or the predominance of my sinful pas-

sions, I am lead to forget thee my God, to

violate my vows of duty to thee, and to put

my Saviour to an open shame by my sins,

—

thc)U dost not " cast me off forever," but art

still willing to be "intreated," and to '' re-

store to me the joy of thy free Spirit"

—

Blessed be ihij name, O God.

That thou art graciously pleased to promise

to reward, my imperfect and unhallowed ser-

vices, with the eternal fruition of the glories

of thy presence; that, amidst the perplexing

cares, the encumbering occupations, and the
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ensnaring pleasures of the world, I have been
enabled to set my affections on the unseenpys of heaven, and with ardour to pant for
the fruition of the immortal felicities of that
heavenly kmg-dom, for which, throa-h thv
mercy, I am destined,— ° ^

-Blessed be thy name, O God.
That^thou hast provided, for the sustenance

and retreshment of m.y frail nature, whil» I
sojourn m this vale of infirmitv and sin c-k--
tial and immortal food, even the bodv^and
blood of thy crucified Son, spiritually convey-
ed under the emblems of bread and wine; and
tnat thou dost jww invite me to the -rlorious
banquet of the Lamb that was slain to°redeemme by his blood;—

Blessed be thy name., O God
O while I extol the wonders of thy mercvand gratefully celebrate the triumphs of tin'

the highest degrees of hoiiness and virtue asbecometh the redeemed servant of the I onl
Evermore, O Lord, refresh me by' th-mercy. .

J

^Evermore, guide and strengihcn me by thy

allTh^
*ee, ever-blessed Jehovah, be ascribed

all the glory and praise of my redemption.
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For, thou, O Almighty Father^ didst give
for me thine onh) begotten Son; /thou, O
eternal Son, wast for me obedient to the death

of the cross; thou, O Holi/ G/iost, dost apply
to my soul, the mercies of redemption.

Glory be to the Father, the fountain of
mercy.—Glory be to the Son, the redeemer
of mankind.—Glory be to the IIoli/ GJiost,

tiie guide, the comforter, and sanctilier of the

faithfuL

Blessing and honor, and glory and power be
unto our Cod, forever and ever.

ALxVS! O God, the songs of praise xnM^t

be exchanged for the sighs of contrition.

For to thee, O Lord, belongeth righteous-

ness; but unto me, confusion of face,—for I

have violated thy law.

When I have done all, I am bound to con-

fess that I am but an unprofitable servant

;

and must expect the rewards of heaven, as

the free gift of unmerited mercy.

How much more then am I bound earnest-

ly to deprecate the awful inflictions of thy

justice; when the course of my life has been

marked by many ivitfid transgressions of thy

laws.

I will confess mine iniquity.

I will be sorry for my sins.
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A CONFESSION OF SIN.

(fsom the liturgy of the church.)

ALMIGHTY GOD, Father of our Lord Jefus

Chrilt, maker of all things, judge of all men ; I ac-

knowledge and bewail my manifold fins and wicked-

nefs, which I from time to time mod grievouily have

committed, by thought, word, and deed, against thy

divine majefty, provoking moft juflly thy wrath and

indignation againft me. I do earneflly repent and am
heartily forry for thefe my mifdoings; the reriiem-

brance of them is grievous unto mej the burthen of

them is intolerable. Have mercy upon me, have mer-

cy upon me, moft merciful Father; for thy Son Jefus

Chrift's fake forgive me all that is past. To thee only

it appertainefch to forgive fins: fpare me therefore,

good Lord, fpare me. My confcience by fin is accu-

fed=—O may I be abfolved by thy merciful pardon.

—

Lamb of God, who takeft away the fins of the world,

have mercy upon me. Lamb of God, who takeft

away the fins of the world, grant me thy peace. O
God ! whofe nature and property it is ever to have
mercy and to forgive, receive my humble petitions;

and though I am tied and faft bound by the chain of

my fins, yet let the pityfulnefs of thy great mercy loofe

me, through Jefus Chrift my Lord and Redeemer.

AMEN,

THE SUPPLICATION.

BLESSED LORD ! who art ever merciful and
gracious, not willing the death of a finner, but rathsr

F 2.
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that lie fliould repent and live, and who haft given

thine only Son to be a propitiation for the fins of the

world, that whofocver believeth in him (hould not

perilh but have everlafting life*, with the deepeft hu-
mility and reverence I adore thine infinite love.

—

What is man, O Lord, that thou fhouldcft be thus

mindful of him or the fon of man, that thou fhouldcft

thus mercifully vifit him. O God, I confefs and la-

ment that I have been infenfible to the claims of thy

love, and, by my aggravated fins, have forfeited all title

to thy mercy. Blefled be thy name, that thou haft

laid, on Jefus Chrift, the iniquities of mankind. Blefled

be thy name that, in him, there is mercy and plenteous

redemption. O make me deeply fenfible of my need

of the merits and grace of my Redeemer. Penetrate

me with a lively conviction of my weakness and de-

pravity, of my guilt and unworthinefs, that I may be ex-

cited to flee for refuge, from the wrath to come, to the

hope fet before me in the gofpel. Blefl!ed Jefus !

cleanfe me by thy precious blood, and fancSlify my
corrupt nature by thy grace. Difcerning, with lively

faith thy all-fufl[iciency to fave and to redeem, may my
truft be ftaycd on thee alone. O merciful God,infpire,

and evermore cherifli in my heart, a fupreme concern

for the things that belong to my eternal peace. May
the falvation of my foul engrofs my higheft, moft ear-

neft and anxious attention. Imprefs on me the folly

and the guilt of facrificing my immortal interefts, to

the tranfitory, unfatisfying, and perifhing pleafures of

the world. O do thou quicken in my heart. Almigh-

ty God, the apprehenfion of my guilt and danger

while injrebellion againft thee*, ftrcngthen the defires,

which thy grace has awakened, for that fatisfying and

undecaying peace which, thou doft confer, on the hum-
ble fuppliants for thy mercy. And fince thou haft

graciouily inftituted facred ordinances to be the chan-
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nels of conveying thy grace to the foul, may I reve-

rently and humbly fubmit to thy appointments, and,

gratefully feek thy favour, in the way which thou haft

appointed. To that hallowed and myftcrious ordinance,

where Jefus the Saviour, difpenfes everlafting falva-'

tion, may I bring a heart humbled by thy. grace, affec-

tions fupremely defirous of the joys of thy love; that

thus I may be reftored to the reconciled countenance

of thee my God, through Jefus Chrift my blefled Lord
and Redeemer.—AMEN.

IT/wn add your usual Evening Devotions.1

Tuesday Morning*

MEDITATION.

MA^' IJV HIS MATURJL STATE,

THE examination of thy spiritual charac-
ter and state, in which thou hast been engaged,
O my soul, should have occupied thy most
anxious thoughts, thy most solicitous and deep
attention. Every successive step of the en-
quiry was calculated to display, in the most
tender and engaging colours, the infinite good-
ness and love or God in all his dispensations

towards thee as thy Creator, thy Preserver, thy
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everlasting Redeemer. Base and insensible

hast thou been," if the lively emotions of gra-

titude have not been enkindled by the anima-
ting review. Base and insensible hast thou
been, if the infinite mercies w^hich thou hast

reviev/ed, inflaming every devout and tender

afTection, have not been triumphantly cele-

brated in the ardent burst of praise to the

greatest and best of beings, thy Father, Re-
deemer and God.
Thou hast been exposed to the holy inspec-

tion of that God, v^hose penetrating eye brings

to light the secret actions which the deepest

shades of darkness covered. The enquiry,

in which thou hast been engaged, involves,

in its momentous issue, thy present peace, thy

everlasting welfare and salvation. If then the

enquiry has been conducted with that awaken-
ed and serious solicitude, with that sacred

and resolute impartiality, with that scrutiniz-

ing and inflexible rigor, which those awful

considerations are calculated to excite, thou

hast found, O my soul, that thou art guilty

,

deeply guilty, in the sight of thy almighty

and holy Judge. The searching and illumi-

nating beams of the Spirit of God, probing

thy inmost thoughts and affections, have

disclosed the latent and dreadful depths of

thy depravity and guilt. The abasing view

of the infection of sin, which like a subtle

and paralising poison, di|^ises its deadly and

corrupting taint through^ft thy powers and
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affections, must have laid prostrate thy tower-

in<^ claims to spotless purity and undeviating

virtue. The view of thy deplorable degene^
racy, irresistibly urged on thy reluctant pride,

must have prostrated thy aspiring pretensions

to that matchless perfection of intellectual fa-

culties, to that unerring rectitude and celestial

purity of moral powers, wdiich rendered thee

the hallowed boast and delight of thy maker,
when, at the first, his inspiring voice array-

ed thee in the resplendent glories of his divine^

image. Alas! "How has the gold become
dim ! how has the fine gold becom.e changed

!

the crown has fallen from my head. Woe
unto me, for I have sinned!"

An understanding once enlivened by.the

unerring beams of divine light, and draw-
ing the luminous rays of knowledge from
the infinite source of truth, is now wrapped
in heavy and impervious mists, which, blunt

and bear down that penetrating vigour, by
which, in her state of primeval perfection,

she intuitively discerned the glory of God,
and attained a full and resplendent knowledge
of his laws. Alas ! her once noble and lofty

powers, now enfeebled and depraved, are

the continual sport of resistless prejudice and
furious passion which misguide, pervert, and
defeat her most vigorous researches. A zvilly

which once erect and active, followed, with
undeviating and certain course, the enlighten-

ed dictates of an unclouded understanding,
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and centered all her pursuits in God as the
final, supreme, and glorious object of her vir-

tuous choice, now prone and corrupt, blindly

obeys the dictates of ignoble passions. With
bold and fearless presumption, she impiously^

turns, in rebellion against God, the very ener-

gies which she holds dependent on his invigo-

rating power. With intractable and fatal

determination, she wilfully chuses those trivial,

degrading, and debasing pleasures which are

directly opposed to that divine law in which
she once placed her supreme perfection and
delight. Sublime and elevated affections,.

which once glowed with lively, ardent, holy,

and unceasing love to God the ever-blessed

source of excellence and glory, in the fruition,

of whose enrapturing smiles, their virtuous-

fervors were once rewarded with full, perfect,,

and consummate bliss, are now bound in the

invincible- chains of base and sensual appetite.

Depraved and corrupt, they now eagerly fasteni

their glowing emotions on the vain, perishing

and unsatisfying enjoyments of sense; and,

with deplorable infatuation, resolutely con-

temn the enrapturing communion,which it was
once their glory to maintain, with the eternal

and perfect source of purity and love. Now,
impiously disdaining the hallowed streams of

bliss which flow from the light of God's coun-

tenance, they basely devote their insatiable

ardors to the gratification of those grovelling

propensities which ally the celestial and aspiN
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Ing nature of man to the brutes^ who, inglo-

riously sink into the earth from whose dege-

nerate bosom they sprung. O my soul

!

when I contrast the pure, celestial and re-

splendent powers, which, in thy primeval

state, conformed thee to the image of thy

Creator, and admitted thee to the immediate
vision and enjoyment of his love, with the

sensual, impure, and corrupting passions by
which thou art now enslaved, can I wonder,
that, till restored by his grace to the glorious

image thou hast forfeited, thou dost groan un-

der the agonizing weight of his displeasure,

under his indignant and awful curse.

Abasing to thy towering pride, painful to

thy aspiring self-love, O my soul, but irrefra-

gable and certain as the oracles of truth in

which it is decisively revealed, as that divine

plan of salvation of v/hich it is the conspicuous

and essential basis, is the truth, that human
nature is degenerate Siwd. corrupt. When God
viewing man in his fallen state, pronounces,

that " tlie imaginations ofhis heart are evil con-

tinually^" when the holy Job, borne down by
the blaze of divine glory which displayed, in

overwhelming colors, the deep corruption of

his nature, vents his profound contrition in the

affecting exclamation " I abhor myself, and re-

pent in dust and ashes;" when the holy king of

Israel, av/akened to remorse at the view of

crimes of the deepest dye, which, through the

rage of fell lust, he had committed, follows
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back his guilt to its corrupt source, a degene-
rate nature,—declaring in penitential confes-

sion, that he was *' conceived in sin and
brought forth in iniquity;" when an inspired

-

apostle, tracing, by his glowing pen, the fright-

ful assemblage of vices whicYi had brutalised

mankind, pronounces the alarming declara-

tion, that '* all have sinned, and come short of

the glory of God,"—thou dost hear a truth,

proclaimed, as it were, by the sacred lips of
God himself which the viexv of the ivorld,

which the history of man, which the testi-

7nony of conscience, irresistibly confirm.

Sayest thou, man is not a fallen being ? trace

then his perfection in the zvorld which he in-

habits. Is it decked with those celestial glo-

ries which render it a habitation w^orthy of the

illustrious being for whose enjoyment it w^as

created? Is the exalted strain of harmony and
peace, evermore poured forth from this august

temple, w^here man, pure and perfect, enjoys

the enrapturing smiles of his Maker'slove? Ah!
scourged by war, pestilence and famine, the

earth sends forth the rending sighs and groans

of a wretched race; loaded with the ponde-
rous guilt of human crimes, it trembles under
the tremendous frow^n of the Almighty; riven

and blasted, by the thunder and lightening of

heaven, it seems to anticipate, in aw^ful agony,

the dread fiat, which, will whelm it in destruc-

tion, for the sin ofman.
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Sayest thou, man Is a perfect being? Dis-

play then his resplendent virtues in the long

records of his history? Alas! these boasted re-

cords are dyed in blood. They exhibit the

portrait of human guilt in colours more deep
and glaring, then even the boldest imagination

would be willing to conceive. Do the fair

forms of justice, benevolence, and mercy rise

to view, and, extending their benignant reign

over the human race, pronounce that man is

blest and happy? Does one soul of celestial

love pervade the family of mankind, united

by the strongest and most endearing ties, by
common wants, by common feelings, by an
exalted and eternal destiny?—Ah! oppres-

sion sweeps her relentless sceptre over her

sullen victims; ambition rides her devastating

course, erecting the trophies of triumph
amidst the ruins^ into which her mercilessand
insatiable spirit has madly swept tlie fairest

works of man, the proudest boasts of human
grandeur j the spectre of revenge, brandishing
the steel streaming with human gore, urges
guilty man to seal, with fell and remorseless

fury, the purpose of vengeance^ in his bro-
ther's blood.

Alas ! the zvorld groaning under the curse of
God, and waiting, in awful despair, the final

execution of the sentence of his wrath; the
history ofhuman nature, presenting the dread-
ful picture of crimes and misery, illumined
only by some scattered and feeble rays of vir-

G
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tue and happinesss, force on my reluctant

conviction, the dcgeneracjj, the corruption^

the guilt of man.

THE PRAYER.

ALMIGHTY GOD! who, at the firft, didft create

man in thine own image, and imprefs on his foul

the seal of immortality,—if by tranfgreflion he has

forfeited his primeval glories, and f^iink his nature in

fin and mifery,—on his own wilful folly, and not on
thy decree, moft holy God, be the fliame and guilt.

I acknowledge, that I perceive the fatal proofs of my
degeneracy in my clouded underftanding, in my per-

verfe will, in my corrupt affe^lions. I acknowledge,

that every view which I take of the world around me
and of the conduct of my fellow men, powerfully con-

firms the humiliating truth. Almighty God ! let me
not deceive myfelf in the eftimate, which I form, of my
fpiritual character and ftate. Let me not flatter^ the

vain glorious emotions of my heart, by falfe ideas of

my purity and perfe6lion. Let me not feck to call a

veil over the enormity of my fins; and thereby weaken
the facred ardors of my repentance, the lively convic-

tion of my need of the atoning merits and purifying

grace of my Redeemer. Do thou, by the penetrating

beams of thy Holy Spirit, fearch through all the folds

of my heart; detect my fecret vices; bring to light

my numerous errors and tranfgrelTions; expofe, to my
awakened confcience, all the deep aggravations of my
guilt; that thus, humbled, convicted, and alarmed, I

may fee no way of efcape from thy juft difpleafure,

but through the merits and mediation of Jefus Chrill,

my blefled Lord and Redeemer.—AMEN.
\7'h<:7i ado' xjbur uaiud Mx'Vnwt^ DiVOtlounJ]
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MEDITATION.

2MA,V IX HIS XATURAL STATE,

THE SUBJECT OF THE MORNING MEDITATION,

CONTINUED.

BOASTEST thou,^ that thou art exempt
from the stains of guilt which pollute the rest

of thy wretched race? Bring thy po^vejful

pleas to the tribunal of conscience. Estima-

ting highly the opinion of the world, perhaps,

thou hast always sought to regulate thy con-

duct by the laws of honor. Calculating from
motives of worldly prudence, thou hast been,

in all thy dealings, honest and just. Desirous

of the applause of men, or, from tlie impulse

of a blind and undistinguishing sympathy,

thou hast been generous and charitable. Are
these then thy pleas, for exemption from the

general sentence of guilt passed on mankind?
Carry thy claims to integrity and virtoae

higher. Allow, that thou hast been honorable,

that thou hast been just, that thou hast been
generous and liberal, from the best motives.

Allow, that no gross crimes have marked thy

conduct i that thy life, on the contrary, justly
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claims tlie reputation of being exemplary and
upright. Allow, that thou hast not obtained,

the homage due to virtue, by imposing on the

world a correct and honorable exterior, while

thy principles have been base and sordid.

Allow, that when urged by interest, and re-

strained by no fear of detection, thou hast not

secretly practised the arts of injustice and dis-

honesty, which thou dost affect openly to ab-

hor. Allow, that while just and true in thy

intercourse with others, thou hast not been re-

gardless of the sacred duties due to thyself.

Allow, that thou hast faithfully cherished the

virtues of temperance, soberness, and chastity,

and hast never indulged in the secret commis-

sion of vices which dishonored and defiled thy

nature.

Carry still higher thy pretensions in the

scale of virtue. Allow, that thou dost cherish

just and reverential ideas of the attributes, the

providence, and the dispensations of God;
that thou hast never wilfully profanedhis name,

or spoken lightly ofhis sacred word. Allow, that

thou dost entertain a high esteem and reverence

for this sacred word, resolutely and ably de-

fending it, as an excellent code of religious

and moral duties, against the libertine attacks

of infidelity and scepticism. Allow, that from

some sense of thy obligations to God, and re-

gard for the order and peace of society, thou

dost reverence the ordinances of religion, and

attend on the ministrations of the sanctuary.
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Advance thy pretensions thus high. And few

of those, who indignantly disclaim the imputa-

tion of their depravity and guilt, can advance

these bold pretensions.—They are conceded to

thee. These things thou hast done. On these,

thou dost rest thy claims to innocence and recti-

tude, to exemption from guilt. On these, thou

dost found a proud claim to the favour of God.

—O my soul ! before thou dost thus presume to

encounter the penetrating inspection of thy

Almighty Judge, and to stand at his tribunal

on the bold claims of thy own merit, let thy

conscience answer for thee, the solemn en-

quiry.—What hast thou left undone ?

It is not superficial, negative, partial virtue

which will constitute the full perfection of thy

nature, and satisfy the claims of thy maker and

judge. Thy exemption from guilt, thy bold

claims to innocence and uprightness, thy pre-

tensions to the favour of God, must be founded

on a sincere, supreme, universal obedience to

the divine laws. . This obedience is demanded
by the obligations, by_which reason will ac-

knowledge thou art bound, to devote to the

God that made thee, to the greatest and best

of Beings, thy supreme and most ardent ho-

mage. By an original, a sublime, a power-

ful dictate, thou art urged to admire and
esteem excellence and goodness. Humble
and feeble degrees of excellence, in, man, de-

servedly attract and receive, thy warm and

generous esteem and regard. Oh! then, are

G2
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not the most sacred fervors of admiration and
love justly due to that Ahiiighty Being who
centers, in an infinite degree, every possible

excellence, in his adorable person, and from
whom emanates every ray of goodness and
bliss that illumines the universe. On thee, O
my soul, this Almighty Being has exercised

his goodness—thee, he has crowned with the

rich gifts of his bountyand love. To him, there-

fore, thou art bound, by the most sacred and
powerful obligations. From him thou hast de-

rived thy existence, every high and noble

power that exalts thee in the scale of being,

all those elevated, capacious, and aspiring

desires, whicli limit thy powers of enjoyment,

only, with the fruition of infinite perfection,

itself. On him, whose all-pervading spirit-

sustains and governs universal nature, thou art

dependent, for every present enjoyment which
swells thee with pleasure and delight, for

every resplendent blessing w^hich, in the anti-

cipated fruition,"makes thee bound with the

ardent emotions of exstacy and transport.

—

Behold the claims of Godto thy homage and

obedience. I speak not now of the riches of

his meicy in Jesus Christ; I speak not now
of that inlinite compassion which urged the

Almighty Father to yield his only Son, a sa-

crifice for thy sins; 1 unfold not now. that

stupendous mystery of love, into which angels

desire to look, and which their most ardent

adorations but feebly celebrate. The infinite
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mercy of thy God, who spared thee, the wil-

ful transgressor of his law, the bold contemner
of his authority and justice, w^ho even gave,

for thy ransom from that misery and death in-

to which sin had plunged thee, the precious

blood of his beloved Son—the infinite grace

of God in thy redemption, constitutes a. claim
to love more lively and ardent, than thy most
vigorous affections, even w^hen inflamed with
a coal from the altar of heaven, will be able to

render.—But, the glory of this redemption is

raised, on the ruins of thy guilty and fallen

nature. And w^hile thou dost deny, or only im-
perfectly realize, thy guilt and misery, fruit-

less would be the attempt, by displaying the

wonders of redeeming mercy, to enforce thy-

obligations to thy Godl I present therefore,

only, the ack?iozvledged cWims of God to thy

homage and obedience. And say,—if the na-

tive graces and charms of goodness are calcu-

lated to command irresistible esteemx and love;

if a dependent creature feels, deeply seated in

his nature, an invincible sense of obligation to

his maker and preserver,—on whom should thy
supreme love be exercised, to whom should
thy exalted obedience be rendered, but to him,
w^ho, centering in himself infinite perfection

and essential happiness, has displayed, on
thee, the glories of his goodness and love.

Say, then, my soul, hast thou rendered to

God that supreme and ardent love which is,

on his part, the claim of acknowledged right;,
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on thine, the dictate of generous gratitude and
duty ? Hast thou loved him, as in justice and
in gratitude thou wast bound, sincerely, su-

premely, universalli) F Hast thou considered

it as thy highest honor, and has it been thy

supreme delight, to contemplate and adore
the glorious attributes of thy Creator, re-

verently and gratefully to trace the wonders
of his Providence, the riches of his mercy?
Impressed with his supreme and infinite ex-

cellence and glory, and with a lively convic-

tion of thy dependence upon his power, and
thy obligations to his bounty, hast thou uni-

formly rendered him the tribute of homage
and worship, earnestly supplicating his pro-

tection, and ardently celebrating the displays

of his goodness ? To the Almighty Father of

spirits, to him who must be worshipped in

spirit and in truth, hast thou rendered not

rherely a cold, superficial, external worship,

but the spiritual, lively, affecting homage of

thy most ardent powers? Has sacred commu-
nion, with thy Almighty Father and Benefac-

tor, in the exalted exercises of prayer and
praise, been observed, not only as a public tri-

bute exacted by custom, extorted by a sense

of decency, and at last rendered easy by habit;

but has it been the uniform exercise, the de-

light, the solace of thy retired hours? Has the

sacred principle of love to God transfused

life, alacrity and delight, into every act of

obedience to him? Has it been the supreme
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principle, which animated, which regulated,

which enforced every duty, which prompted
sincere obedience to all his commands? Ah!
my soul ! presumxptuous self-love has veiled

from thee thy real character. Thou hast been
asserting thy innocence and rectitude on thy

exemption from gross crimes, and on thy par-

tial obedience to the divine commands, while

thou hast been destitute of that spiritual and
-universal hcUjiess which thy omniscient judge
requires. Thou hast founded thy claims to

merit on thy externaLoh^ditnc^ to the laws of

God, while thou hast been destitute of that

supreme love to him which is thy highest duty,

perfection and happiness, and which must
animate even the most exalted acts of virtue,

to render them acceptable in his sight.

Yes, my God, with deep humility, I ac-

knowlege the presumption w^iich proudly dis-

claimed my depravity and guilt. With deep
humility, I acknowlege, that thy grace has en-

kindled every emotion to goodness which ani-

mates my disordered nature. Forgetful have I

been of thee, when the most powerful obliga-

tions, when the most tender and affecting mo-
tives urged my supreme and ardent love.

Thou canst justly claim the sincere, universal

and holy services of a life devoted supremely
to thee—imperfect, partial, and unhallow^ed

lias been my obedience. O God, when my
omissions of duty thus involve me in the

deepest guilty what loud calls, for the inflicti-
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ons of thy justice, do my ^c/z/^?/ transgressions

present. Flagrant and avowed, rise, before my
dismayed conscience, my presumptuoiis sins;
•—O, wliO can disclose my secret faults. Alas

!

my iniquities are too many to be numbered*
Yes, my God, from the impure fountain of my
heart, have flowed the noxious and corrupting

streams which have defiled and debased my na-

ture, and, with ruinous and devastating force,

swept away the exalted vestiges of primeval

rectitude and glory. '* Thou art round wanting,"

—the awful sentence, marked, by the finger of

thy holiness, on the most brilliant virtues of

man, confounds all the bold pretensions of hu-

man pride. The purest seraph that treads thy

courts, most holy God, renouncing all claiqi to

merit, in deep humility, casts his crown at thy

throne! What overwdielming emotions then

should penetrate a v/orm of the oust, a pol-

luted sinner, when he approaches the resplen-

dent throne of his Maker and Judge. Ah!
though arrayed in the most splendid righte-

ousness of w^hich the most exalted saint can

boast, when the beams of thy glory dart upon

me, it will become me, imitating the deep

abasement of the inspired prophet, to lay my
hand upon my mouth, and prostrate in the

du:t to deplore my guilt, " AVo is me, for I am
unclean."

Explore then, O my soul, with profound

humility, the awful abysses of thy guilt. Con^

sider thyself as cast, by transgression, at an in-
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finite distance from that throne of glory, with
which, in thy state of innocence, thou wast
permitted to hold near and hallowed commu-
nion. Consider thyself, while unrenewed by
grace, as obnoxious to the displeasure and
curse of that God, who, from the essential

holiness of his nature, m.ust ever regard sin

with inflexible a-ohorrence. Revolt not against

the humiliating conviction of thy depravity;

presume not, with impious effrontery, to cast

back thy sins on thy most holy maker. Pure
and upright, thou didst come forth, from his

hallowed hands. But though blessed with his

animating smiles, though admitted to the im-
mediate vision of his glory, though holding
near and blissful communion with thy adora-

ble maker, wilfully yielding to base tempta-
tion, thou didst trangress his commands.

—

Deadly was the taint that seized and degrad-
ed all thy powers, and still infects thee with
its corrupting venom. But the goodness and
love of thy maker, infinitely surpassed thy
deserts, overcame the aggravated provocations

of th^ guilt. Transgression had no sooner
sunk thee into the abyss of guilt and misery,

than his mercy provided the glorious means of
thy restoration. Satan had no sooner triumph-
ed in thy fall, and cast on thee his enslaving

chains, than the price of thy ransom was laid

on one that was mighty, than a glorious re-

deemer was provided to baffle and rout the

enraged forces of the adversary. Sin had no
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sooner weakened and destroyed the glorious

powers of thy primitive virtue, than the

fountain of grace was opened to strengthen,

renew and console thee by its invigorating

streams. Inheriting from the first degenerate

Adam, a fallen, unholy, and polluted nature,

thou mayest derive from thy second glorious

representative, the divine Saviour of mankind,
pardon, holiness, everlasting salvation. The
sacrifice of his death, as the sacrifice of an
all-perfect and almighty victim, is infinite in

value; and,extendingits exaltedand beneficent

efficacy to all mankind, restores them to the

means and hopes of salvation. His quicken-

ing grace, flowing from the exhaustless foun-

tain of eternal love, diffuses, through the hearts

of all the degenerate offspring of Adam, the

cheering light, which would conduct them to

the reconciled countenance of their offended

God,—the invigorating grace, which would
enable them to render that imperfect, but sin-

cere obedience which his mercy will vouchsafe

to accept.

Thy transgressions, therefore, O my soul,

are marked by the guilty character of perverse

and wilful rejection of proflfered grace. Thy
condemnation is now aggravated by the bold

and impious contempt or the mercies of salva-

tion, purchased for thee by a Saviour's merits,

pressed upon thee by the awakening persua-

sions, the urgent intreaties of a Saviour's love.

In his exalted state of original perfection, thy
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first parent, walking in the resplendent beams

of divine glory, was evermore blessed by the

enrapturing streams of bliss which from the

throne of Jehovah descended upon him. Ex-

alted and glorious as was his state, animating

and powerful as were his motives to obedience,

the agonies of a divine Saviour consumed as

a victim to incensed justice did not display

to him the inviolable sanctions of the law of

God. The glories o{ the word jnackjlesh, tYiQ

blessings of life, mercy, and salvation which
flowed from the cross, did not swell his soul

with the utterable emotions of sacred adora-

tion, did not display to his astonished contem-
plation, the surpassing condescension and love

of the everlasting Jehovah. Ah ! thy transgres-

sions have cast contempt and scorn on the glo-

ries of the Son of God manifested in the flesh

to redeem thee;—/% transgressions have repaid
with cruel mockery and insult, the agonizing
sufferings by which he atoned for thy guilt;

—

contemning, by obstinate continuance in sin,

the grace of God in thy salvation, t/iou hast
hurled defiance against the cross where the
lightning of his justice was consuming the
Son of his love. Ah, my soul, thy sins com-
mitted against brighter displays of glory, con-
temning more tremendous manifestations of
divine justice, have involved thee in deeper
guilt than that which crushed, under the
avenging curse of heaven, the wretched fore-^

father of our race.

H
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Here then, my soul, place the basis of thy

repentance. From the view of thy fallen and
wretched state, derive the awakening springs

of penitential sorrow. From the view of the

ruins in which sin has involved thy once glo-

rious nature, seek to excite the lively convic-

tion of thy need of the atoning mercy, and re-

novating grace of a Redeemer. Arrayed in

the celestial garments of mercy, he came, the

divine messenger of the Father, *' to proclaim

liberty to the captives, to bind up the broken-
hearted, to comfort those who mourn.*' And
until thou art sensible that the galling chains

of sin enslave thee ; until the view of the mi-

sery and wretchedness of thy fallen nature,

excites the anguish of thy awakened consci-

ence; until the just sentence of condemnation

passed against thee, penetrates thy humbled
spirit with deep aad unfeigned sorrow,—^thou

wilt not implore the saving power of the al-

mighty arm of thy Redeemer, thou wilt not

with humble and fervent importunity implore,

the balm of divine mercy, thou wilt not seek

to wash away the deep stains of thy guilt in the

ever-living fountain of thy Redeemer's grace.

Let then, the lively sense of thy unworthi-

ness and guilt be ever sacredly cherished, O
my soul,—to humble thee in the sight of God,

to awaken the fervors of thy repentance, to

excite thee evermore to seek comfort, peace

and salvation, by a lively faith in thy Sa-

viour's merits and grace. Especially, when
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thou art called to celebrate his love, and to

invoke his mercy and power, in the holy sa-

crament of his supper, be it thy care to form
the most lively and affecting views of thy

fallen and lost estate. Ah ! who will cherish

with the most fervent gratitude, the precious

emblems of the Saviour's love? who will in-

voke with the most sincere and sacred solici-

tude, the divine manifestations of grace and
glory which this holy ordinance was designed
to dispense? who will experience in then-

most exquisite fervors, the pleasures of that

holy communion with God, which sometimes
lift the soul on the wings of ardent hope, to

the celestial streams of bliss which ilowMu the

city ofthe living God ?—Thehumble christian,

who, cherishing a deep sense of his weakness,
his unworthiness, his need of mercy and grace,

stays his soul, with supreme and ardent faith,

on that all-sufficient and glorious Saviour, who
gave himself to be the Itfe oj the ivorlcL

THE PRAYER.

O GOD, who art infinitely pure and perfect, and
in whofe fight dwelleth nothing that is unholy or un-
clean •, with deep humility, I confefs the numerous fins

which have defiled m.y confcience, and which call for

the condemning fentence of thy j uflice. I acknowlege,

OLord,that thy laws are infinitely holy, juil, and good;
calculated to advance the perfection and glory of my
nature,my prefent peace, and everlafting welfare. But,
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though thou haft mercifully endued me with that

heavenly grace, by which, I was enabled to work out
my falvation, and, through the merits of my bleffed

Redeemer, to obtain thy favour, I have bafely negle€led

the powerful fuccours of thy Holy Spirit ; I have wil-

fully contemned the means provided by thy grace for

my redemption ; and I have eagerly cheriflied and pur-

fued the unhallowed didates of my depraved nature.

O Lord, with deep humility I confefs, that I have dif-

regarded the invitations of thy mercy, I have contemned
the fuccours of thy grace, I have defied, by wilful and
deliberate tranfgreflion, the avenging terrors of thy

juftice. Enlightened, by the beams of thy truth to

difcern the exalted excellence and joys of thy righteous

laws, and endued with celeftial ftrength to refift the

temptations which would feduce me from thy fervlce,

*' I nave yet done the things that I ought not to have

done, and I have left undone the things, that I ought
to have done •, and there is no health in me." Alas 1

O Lord, by the numerous and great deficiences of duty

which have marked my life, by my numerous and re-

peated violations of thy laws, I have juftly incurred

thy difpleafure j—I ftand condemned at thy tribunal
j

my confcience confirms the juftice of that fewtence

which would banifli me, from thy prefcnce, beyond the

reach of hope. BleiTed be that mercy, which is thy

anoft refplendcnt attribute, thou haft fpared me, O God
of my falvation. In the exercife of unalterable com-

panion and love, thou haft laid on Jefus, thy eternal

Son, the heavy burden of my fins. O thou precious^

lamb of God ! who waft wounded for my tranfgres-

fions and bruifed for my iniquities ; whofe agonizing

fuffcrings, and all fufficient merits are difplayed to the

eyeof faith, in the lively memorials, and commemorative

facrifice of the altar, hear the earneft fupplications,

which my foul, bowed down by its guilt and unworthi-
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ncfs, liftstothecjfor pardon and falvation. Crant,Omy

Saviour, that while the facrifice of the altar, difplaying

the lively emblemsof thy fufFerings and death, forcibly

carries to my heart the fenfe of my guilt, it may alfo

be the feal'and pledge of the mercy, the grace, and

favour of my offended God. Holy Spirit ! the fource

of quickening grace, whofe facred office it is to coti'

vince of fin ; light up in my foul, the lively and habi-

tual conviction of m.y v/eaknefs, depravity, and unwor-

thinefs. Blefled Guide and Comforter ! lead my con-

victed and contrite fpirit to repofe its full and ardent

truft in the interceffion and merits of my Saviour's

blood. Almighty Father ! whofe holy and juft indig-

nation I have incurred, cad me not off forever •,

—

liften to the interceding calls of thy mercy, liften

to the powerful pleadings of my Saviour's blood,

and turn from my guilty foul, the feverity of thy wrath.

O grant, that, penetrated with the lively conviction of

my demerits, and my utter infufiiciency to anfwer the

claims of thy holinefs and juftice, I may fiee with ar-

dent and (tedfaft defire and faith, to the plenteous

fountain of mercy opened in my Saviour's blood, to the

renovating dreams of gracewliich flow from his cru-

cified body. From the altar, where under lively

emblems, my Saviour is fet forth crucified for my fins,

may his cleanfing blood flow into my foul—may his

almighty grace difpenfe, through my depraved nature,

its purifying and renovating dreams. Thus, O eternal

God, recovered by thy mercy from the awful depths

of guilt and mLfery,and redored by thy grace to health,

purity, and peace, be all the glory of my redemption

afcribed unto thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghod, for-

ever and ever.—AMEN.

\TiKn add your UiuaiJE.~jeni7ig Devotkns.']

112



Wednesday Morning,

MEDITATIOK

REPR^TAJ^CE.

O MY SOUL! if the conviction of thy

fallen and condemned state thus irresistibly

forced upon thee, by the unerring declaration

of Cf^r/ himself, by the view of the zvorld 2irou\'\d

thee, by the historic of human nature, by the

faithful testimony of thine own conscience,—if

this conviction of thy fallen and condemned
state, has been sincere and lively, thou wilt

perceive the necessity of deep and effectual

repentance.

How shalt thou express thy sensibility to thy

demerit, thy deep sorrow for tlie sins, which
have roused against thee the wrath"of heaven,

but by humble, earnest and reiterated confes-

sion. Haw shalt thou awaken the mercy of

that God whom thy sins have provoked, but

by those unfeigned sighs and tears of lively

sorrow by which the true penitent always

seeks to express his sense of his aggravated

guilt. How wilt thou subdue the unhallowed
passions whicli destroy thy purity and peace,.
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and continuallyplunge thee in transgression and
guiltjbutby the holy mortificationandself-deniar

which are the principal constituents of genuine

repentance. Thy Saviour hath declared that

he came to " seek and to save that which was
lost."—thy Almighty Judge hath declared that

he dispenses mercy only to those '' who turn

from their wickedness and do that which is

lawful and right." Seek to excite then, O my
soul, by deep abasement and humiliation,

the infinite compassion of thy Saviour—by the

vows of obedience which always characterise

the true penitent, prove that thou art stedfastly

resolved to serve thy God,—-and thus lay thy;

humble claim to the displays of his mercy.

Thou art preparing to participate in that

holy supper, where thou wilt be admitted to

intimate and sacred communion with thy hea-

venly Father—where thou wilt engage, in the

closest and most endearing intercourse of

love and duty, with thy blessed Redeemer.

—

O consider, how lively should be thy emotions

of contrition, how profound thy abasement,

how deep and universal thy renunciation of

sin, how ardent and firm thy resolutions of

obedience, how sincere and unfeigned thy re-

pentance, when by the most solemn and af-

fecting symbols, thou dost devote thyself to

thy Redeemer and implore the mercy and grace
of the God of thy salvation. Art thou then

desirous, O my soul, to be rescued from that

guilt and condemnation into which sin has
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cast thee? Art thou desirous, to be resto-

red to the enjoyment of the reconciled counte-
nance of thy God? Art thou desirous to enjoy
the exalted and pure delight that enlivens

the conscience which the blood of the Saviour
hath cleansed from guilt? Art thou desirous

to experience the pow^erful and glorious effi-

cacy of that body and blood, by v^hich Jesus re-

deems and renev^s his penitent people ? Art
thou desirous to enjoy the refreshing and invi-

gorating streams, w^hich flow^ from the throne

of grace, erected by the Saviour on the altar of

his love ?—Let thy most ardent desires be ex-

cited, let thy most vigorous exertions be roused,

let thy most fervent prayers be directed to

heaven, for that holy and evangelical repen-

tance v^hich is the only passport to purity and
peace, to the merciful arms of thy God,—to

the affectionate bosom of thy blessed Re-
deemer.
Examine then, faithfully, my soul ! the cha-

racteristics of thy repentance, llecal to view
the sacred and penetrating properties of this

evangelical grace. Recollect, there are false

and unhallowed counterfeits of genuine re-

pentance, by which many flatter and fatally

deceive their own hearts. Ah ! when God
inflexible and holy sits in judgment on tl)e

soul, he will institute a profound and pene-

trating scrutiny which will detect and con-

found the base hopes of the hypocrite.

—

Holy Spirit ! repentance is thy gift—descend,
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and awaken its most sacred and glowing fer-

vors in my soul.

That thou mayest in the awful day of retri-

bution and trial escape the condemning
judgment .of God, investigate now, my soul,

with faithful and serious concern the charac-

teristics of thy repentance.

h is not sufficient, that^ the awakening
spring of thy repentance should consist, in an

cxvfiil apprehension of divine loraih. In a cer-

tain degree, and within certain bounds, an

apprehension of the iniiiction of divine justice

clue to sin, is not only necessary to call forth

the conviction, the concern, the sorrow, the

zeal of the penitent; but it is also the powerr
ful principle which corrects and chastens the

fervors of love, and which may at times ani-

mate and strengthen the obedience and zeal,

of the confirmed christian. For that ieveren-

tial, sublime, and exalted fear of God, which
lies at the foundation both of the contrition of

the penitent, and the homage and duty of the

christian, in some. degree arises from a lively

and awful impression of the injiexible justice

of God, of the terrible stores of loratk which
will overwhelm the disobedient contemners
of his laws. The holy and avenging flames

which issue from the throne of Jehovah con-

found the ministering cherubim who waits his

orders, and chasten with reverence and awe,
the rapturous chorus of praise, which the host

of heaven, inflamed with lively love, send forth
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to the adorable source of goodness and mercy.
Oh then, what overwhelming emotions of re-

verence should confound a worm of the dust,

polluted, in his most perfect state, with the

deep taint of sin, when he contemplates that

resplendent holiness andjustice,which encircle

the throne at which he is to receive his eternal

doom. Into the emotions of penitence, there-

fore, an apprehension of divine zvrath arising

from the combined view of the justice, holi-

ness and power of God, and of our guilt and
demerit,may justifiably enter. But when it is

the sole, the supreme, or even the dominant
spring, it destroys the efficacy, the purifying

and consoling virtue of repentance. For, a
repentance which is founded only on an ap-

prehension of divine wrath, is selfish and dis-

ingenuous in respect to its motives, it will be
feeble and superficial in its sacrifices 2indL in its

services. When uncontrolled and uninfluen-

ced by other, more ingenuous and noble,

^motives, a repentance characterised by the

fear of divine wrath, regards only the conse-

quences of sin as incurring punishment, and
wholly keeps out of view its more aggravated

and heinous characteristics, its ingratitude, its

baseness, its criminality. This kind of repen-

tance, therefore, may very well comport, with

an entire insensibility to the intrinsic deformi-

ty of sin, and to its guilt as the violation of

the law of God, the just and holy judge of the

world. A penitent influe4iced only by an
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aivfid apprehension of divine itrath, will be
earnestly anxious to avert iht penalties of sin;

but will not be solicitous to avoid the commis'

sion of It. Supremely and ardently cherishing

his sinful passions, he will merely aim at those

partial sacrifices, at that superficial obedience

by which he hopes to elude the exterminating

sentence, which God will pronounce on the

avowed and presumptuous sinner. He would
therefore riot in the intoxicating bosom of sen-

sual indulgence, did not the apprehension of

divine indignation arrest his guilty passions.

Unaffected by a sense of the eVil of sin and
supremely devoted to licentious enjoyments,

he secretly curses the unrelenting arm of jus-

tice which pursues the transgressor, with the

pangs of remorse, with poignant and intermi-

nable misery. His soul unhumbled and un-
mortified, and still retaining its native aversion

to holiness and virtue,—his is the repentance
of unsubdued guilt, of terrified remorse—like

the impious repentance of cmidemned spirits,

who, trembling under the chains of hell and
consumed by its torturing fires, implore a sus-

pension of their torment, a release from their

galling fetters, only to hurl their enraged but
impotent vengeance against the throne of hea-

ven. Oh! wh^t aninsult this base repentance to

God, whom its slavish fears regard as an un-
bending and merciless tyrant; and who, it im-
piously supposes, will be satisfied with that

disingenuous and hypocritical expression of
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sorrow which is extorted by the terrors of his

justice ! How unworthy this degenerate repen-

tance ol the devout and humble communicant,
who, in the sufferings of his Saviour pour-

trayed in the affecting emblems of the altar,

beholds the awakening spring of lively and
ingenuous sorrow

!

It is not even enough that repentance
should be founded on a view of the evil of sin

as destructive to ike purity and peace of the

soul.

The purity and peace of the soul are insepa-

rably connected, by the constitution of human
nature and by the appointment of God, with
obedience to his laws. Obedience to the de-

crees of the iniikite source of perfection and
power constitutes the harmony of the universe.

Obedience to the will of the eternal fountain

of intelligence and goodness constitutes the

rapturous bliss of those countless myriads

of celestial spirits, who encircle the throne of

Jehovah, adoring, with supreme and devoted

fervor, his transcendent glory and perfection.

Only, in a conformity to the image, and in a

sincere obedience to the will, of his eternal

lawgiver and judge, will man find pure and
perfect bliss. All the powers of his nature, by
an original and irresistible impulse, tend to

the eternal fountain of perfection, as the cen-

tre of their enjoyment. In proportion as they

are exercised upon God ; in proportion as

they arc animated, regulated and controlled
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by his will; in proportion as they are invigo-

rated and enlivened by the cheering smiles of

his favour, will be the happiness of man in the

present life, will be his capacity for the fruition

of the holy and blissful presence of his God,
in the life to come. AVhen therefore, thou

dost consider, O my soul, that by disobedience

to the laws of God, thou hast forfeited thy

claim to his favour; when thou dost consider

that in departing from the infinite source of

perfection and goodness, thou hast forsaken

the " fountain of living w^aters," and hast

sought to gratify thy noble and aspiring de-

sires at the unhallowed, polluted, and unsatis-

fying " cisterns" of w^oridly pleasure; w^hen

thou dost, with aw^akened solicitude, contem-
plate the fatal disorder and ruin into which
sin has cast thy once exalted and perfect

powers; when conscience, aroused and in-

flamed, touches thy trembling spirit >vith the

pangs ofremorse; v/hen convicted and alarmed
thou dost contemplate the degrading infamy,

the aggravated guilt, the intolerable misery

which attend the indulgence of agitating, tur-

bulent, and unholy passions;—thou dost behoJd
the most powerful motives to deep humiliation,

to lively andpungentsorrow. Butevenhere, the

glow of contrition is tarnished by the selfish

principle by which it is excited. Transgres-

sion has destroyed thy peace, has cut thee off

from the divine fountain of true felicity, has

degraded and debased thy powers, has blasted
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the sources of thy enjoyment. Disgrace, dis-

honour, misery and destruction are the certain

fruits of thy sinful course. Here, there is not
a motive to repentance which does not termi-

nate on self, which does not draw all its force

and ardour froni a regard to thy own welfare
and happiness. Ah! if indeed the conse-

quences of sin involved only thy own purity

and peace, motives drawn from these conside-

rations would constitute the sole springs of thy

repentance. But when thou dost consider,

that thy transgressions have defied the autho-

rity, and have contemned the mercy and love

of thy God and Saviour, thou wilt perceive

that there are motives to contrition still more
legitimate and noble,—motives, more worthy
those ingenuous and disinterested emotions,

with which, the penitent should commemo-
rate, in the holy supper, the infinite love of his

Hedeemer.
Thy penitential sorrow therefore should be

founded on a deep sense of the evil ot sin, as

a pj^'sumpfuoiis contempt of the righteous au-

tlioritij of God. Consider,, that as the infinite

source of perfection, power, and goodness, he

justly claims the homage of the universe. Con-
sider, j:hat his omnipotent hand sustains and
governs all things; himself, the sovereign lord

of nature. Consider, that the sacred object of

that dominion which, w^ith sovereign and re-

sistless sway, he exercises over the world, is

the advancement of the perfection, the purity.



WEDNESDAY MORNING. 87

and happiness of all the countless orders of in-

telligent creatures. Consider, that, as thy eter-

nal Maker, thy omnipotent Lawgiver, thy just

and holy Judge, he claims thy supreme, thy

unreserved, thy uniform obedience. Ahl by
transgression, thou hast impiously refused to

render that homage, which universal nature

offers to its omnipotent Maker and Lord—By
transgression, thou hast proudly, spurned thy

dependence on that Almighty arm which pre~

serves thee in being, and which, in a moment,
could crush thee into the dust from whence
its inspiring power raised thee—By transgres-

sion, thou hast revolted against the righteous

dominion of the Sovereign of the universe and
sought to defeat the glorious and beneficent

purposes of his righteous sway—By transgres-

sion, though hast presumptuously defied the

infinite power of thy Maker, thou has impiously

contemned the righteous mandates of thy su-

preme and holy Lawgiver, thou hast raised the

arm of defiance against the omnipotent Judge of

heaven and earth. Oh^by what deep and
profound contrition, must thou seek to avert the

WTath which impends over thy presumptuous
and criminal rebellion.

Until we are deeply impressed with the

supreme claims of God to our homage and
obediencd; until we discern and acknow-
ledge his power, his justice and his holi-

ness, the awful presumption of sin, as a con-

tempt of his authority, wdll not be displayed in
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full furce. The throne, on which God exer-

cises the dominion of the universe, is found-

ed on his inviolable holiness and justice. To
resivSt his authority, to violate his laws, is there-

fore the most presumptuous contempt of

these exalted attributes—arrogant rebellion

against that righteous government the sub-

version of which would whelm, in dreary

chaos, the purity, the splendor, and glory of

the universe. The true penitent, therefore, will

humbly acknowledge, that his guilt is aggra-

vated, by the presumptuous contempt of the

authority of God with which it is marked.
Casting his eyes on the sacrifice of the altar,

he will behold, in the awful sufferings and
agonies of the almighty victim there immola-

ted under affecting symbols, at once, the infi-

nite price which, God exacted, as the vindica-

tion of his violated authority, and the enormity

of that presumptuous guilt which rendered, an
infinite sacrifice, necessary. At the altar,

tlierefore, the devout communicant will, in

profound abasement, adore the sovereignty of

God, and pour forth his penitential sorrow for

his presumptuous violations of the laws of the

righteous Maker and Judge of the world.

The view of sin, which is calculated to

awaken, in the penitent, the most lively con-

viction of its baseness and enormity, and to ex-

cite those generous and noble emotions, which

enliven and increase the regrets of contrition,

and awaken its most exalted and vigorous re-
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solutions, has not yet been displayed. To all

the other powerful aggravations of sin, will be

added the characteristic of base insensibilih/

and ingratitude, when the penitent regards it

as a deliberate and ivUful contempt of the infi-

nite mercxj and love of God. That by trans-

gression we have incurred divine wrath, that

hj transgression we have blasted our purity

and peace, that by transgression we have de-

fied the righteous and beneficent authority of
God—are considerations powerfully calculat-

ed to display the evil of sin, and to excite

profound and earnest sorrow for it. Jlut the

affecting consideration, that by transgression

we have discovered base inscnsibilitij to the

goodness of God, and ungratefully contemned
his infinite love, displays, in its full enormity,

our guilt, and constitutes the most ingenuous
and exalted source of true repentance. Yes!
my soul! thou hast withheld the tribute of just

and generous homage from that glorious Being,

who centers in himself all loveliness and per-^

faction. Thou hast withheld the tribute ofjust

and generous gratitude from thy almighty
Father, Preserver, and Benefactor,—who has

guided and defended thee when helpless and
exposed, who has cherished thee with an af-

fection which even thy neglect and insensibi-

lity could not overcome,—who has crowned
thee Vvdth mercy and loving-kindness,—who
has provided for thee an eternal and glo-

rious destiny bevond the grave. Ah! thou
I 2
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hast not only been deficient in the exalted acts

of gratitude and duty. By repeated and tvil-

fiil traiugressions of his commands, thou hast

discovered the most criminal indifference to

his love, the most aggravated contempt of his

mercy. Thou hast even slighted the most ex-

alted display of his goodness, the gift of his

only Son to redeem thee from sin and misery.

O my soul, thou hast sinned not against a hard

and cruel master, whose service was burden-

some and without reward; not against a ty-

rannical and merciless sovereign who ruled

thee with the relentless sceptre of wrath; but

against thy most compassionate Father, thy

most generous Benefactor, thy most tender

Friend; against that merciful Redeemer who
shrunk not from the ignominy of the cross to

purchase thy redemption. Oh ! what emotions

of lively and ingenuous sorrow will agitate

the bosom of the sincere penitent, when he
beholds, in the resplendent mercies, in the.

transcendent love of his Iledeemer and God,
the dismaying representation of his itigratitude

and guilt. Penetrated with pungent and dis-

interested sorrow, he will humble his soul in

the deepest contrition, and, by the glowing
fervors of his repentance, seek to testify that

he is, at last, awakened to the affecting force of

those infinite mercies which he, so long, resist-

ed and contemned.
The sacrifice of the altar was designed .-to

convey a lively representation of the suiier-
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ings and death of Christ. The altar, therefore,

is the hallowed throne where the sincere pe-

nitent will pour forth the confessions of his

sins. When, prostrate before its hallowed

symbols, he beholds the body of his Saviour

broken and bruised, and the precious blood

of the lamb of God shed forth as an atoning

sacrifice, the enormity and guilt of his sins,

which could so long resist and contemn the

infinite love of his Redeemer, rushing on his

awakened feelings, will dissolve his soul in

the sacred emotions of ingenuous and fervent

penitence.

THE PRAYER.

O ETERNAL AND ALMIGHTY GOD I whofe
authority I have violated, vi^hofe power I have de-

fied, whofe juftice I have contemned, whofe mercy
I have refilled, by my repeated and aggravated tranf-

greflions—Senfible of my bafenefs, my prefumption,

my ingratitude and guilt, I now humbly caft myfelf at

the throne of thy mercy, and fervently implore thy

forgivcnefs. O thou Father of mercies, whofe com-
panions fail not, whofe love and pity cannot be fub-

dued by the ingratitude and fins of man ; vouchfafe to

pardon, to reftorc, and blefs the unworthy finner who
fees no refuge, from the juft fentence of condemnation
which awaits him, but in the gracious overtures of
falvation thou haft proclaimed through Jefus Chrift,

the eternal and biefled Son of thy love. Praifes ever-

more be afcribed unto thee, that thou haft declared thou

art willing to accept through Jefuj thy Son, the imper-
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fe<^ but fiiicere repentance of the jiwakened and con-

trite fmner. O, do thou infpire in my foul that humble,
lively, and ingenuous contrition which is alone thy gift.

Spirit of the Father ! fountain of quickening grace

!

defcend intomy foul, and awaken in me a deep fenfeof

the evil and guilt of my fms, that, with humble and
earnest forrow, I may deplore and confefs them. Set

before my awakened confcicnce the terrors of that

.wrath to which fin renders me obnoxious, the deep and
degrading impurity and mifery in which it has plunged

^e. But, Oh, let the livelieft emotions of forrow and

pontrition arife from the view of my guilt and ingrati-

tude in having contemned the righteous authority, the

infinite and unutterable mercies of my God and Saviour.

Almighty God, let me not feck to extenuate the guilt

of my tranfgreffions or to offer to thee an imperfect,

fuperficial or unhallowed repentance. But mercifully

grant that, humbly and deeply deploring my guilt and
confefllng my unworthinefs, I may approach to thy

Jioly altar, and there be reftored to thy reconciled coun-

tenance, through the prevailing merits and efficacy of

the body and blood of him who died for my fins,

Jefug Chrift my Lord and Redeemer.

AMEN.

{Th^n add your usual Mo^-ning Devotions.']



Wednesday Evening

MEDITATION.

RESOLUTIONS CF OBEDIENCE.—THE INVIGCHATING AK'B

SANCTIFYING AGENCY OF THE HCLY SPJEIT.

THE important and glorious object of re-

pentance, to which indeed all its genuine
exercises and acts tend, is, the restoration of
the soul to holiness and virtue. We can have
no claim to the favour of a just and holy God,
we are not indeed capable of enjoying the

pure and perfect bliss of his presence, until

the corrupting dominion of sin is subverted in

our hearts, until we are reinstated in the holy
graces and virtues of the divi-ne image. Every
expression of repentance is vain and presump-
tuous, unless poured forth from a heart, su-

premely desirous to be released from the

degrading dominion of sinful passions—su-

premely desirous to obtain that celestial purity

which only conducts to the favor of God, to

satisfying peace, to unfailing joy in his pre-

sence. " Without holiness no man shall see

the Lord."
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To release us from the corrupting and mi-

serable bondage of sin, was the glorious object

which brought down from the celestial man-
sions of bliss, the eternal Son of the highest.

It was the glorious object for which he pro-

mulgated his enlightening and renovating in-

structions, for which he displayed the perfect

and resplendent example of a spotless life. It

was the glorious object which animated all

his labors, which conducted him, cheerful and
triumphant, through the series of his bitter

sufferings. It was the glorious object for

which he finally shed, on the cross, that preci-

ous blood which was . to be the seal and the

means of our deliverance from sin, for which
he poured forth the rich effusions of the Holy
Spirit to sanctify and restore our degenerate

nature. While therefore, sensual and unholy

passions enthral us; while we are destitute of

those pure and celestial virtues by which we
must be qualified for everlasting happiness

—

in vain for us will the Son of God have pub-

lished his divine instructions—in vain for us

will he have displayed his glorious example
.—in vain for us will he have triumphantly sus-

tained the agonizing sufferings and death of

the cross—in vain for us will he have purcha-

sed the renovating gifts of the Holy Spirit.

—

Ah! these powerful aids, these resplendent

motives of holy obedience, perverted and
contemned, will strip us of all excuse for our

impenitence, will silence the vain pleas by
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which we may seek to extenuate our perverse

continuance in sin, will arm, with heavier

vengeance, the sentence of almighty justice

which consigns us to interminable remorse

and misery.

Contemplate, O my soul, the awful and af-

fecting import of the holy rite which thou art

to celebrate.—Contemplate the lively exhibi-

tion which the sacrifice of the altar affords,

both, of the inflexible and holy justice of

God, and, of the rich overflowings of his

'mercy.—Contemplate, under the affecting

symbols there exhibited; the infinite love of

the Saviour, who cheerfully encountered the

consuming fires of divine justice to avert from
thee their overwhelming fury.—And if, after

this awful and affecting exhibition, no de-

sires are awakened to be delivered from the

dominion'of those sins which poured the wrath
of heaven on thy innocent Redeemer—if, af-

ter this penetrating view, no desires are awa-
kened to testify, by thy vows of love and
duty, thy unutterable gratitude to thy God
and Saviour, to obtain, by a life of holy obe-
dience, the e%Jivening and consoling smiles

of their favour,—thou art utterly unworthy to

partake of an ordinance to the exalted and
aflecting tendency of which thou art entirely

insensible—thou art utterly unworthy to re-

ceive those inestimable communications of
mercy and grace which, in this hallowed ordi-

nance, ever meet and reward the earnest
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prayers and vows of the humble and faithful.

Oh! to receive the body and blood of the

Saviour into a heart, which, ardently che-

rishing unholy passions, contemns his autho-

rity and mercy, and proudly erects the throne

of rebellion against him,—would display a

hardened and consummate presumption de-

serving the most tremenduous inflictions of di-

vine justice.

By every alarming or affecting considera-

tion which awakened lively thy sorrotv for sin,

thou art excited, O my soul, to the most ear-

nest desires to be res-cued from its domhiion,—
thou art urged to the most zealous and ardent

vows of diiUf and obedience. How canst thou

•expect to escape the icrath of God, while by
cherishing thy sins, and persevering in im-

pious rebellion against him, thou dost wilfully

expose thyself to the severest inflictions of his

justice. How canst thou expect to enjoy that

peace, which diffuses its refreshing and enli-

vening influence only through the conscience

that is redeemed from guilt, when thou dost

wilfully cherish those unhallowed passions

which inevitably produce, agitation, anxiety,

and remorse. How canst thou expect to avoid

the presumptuous guilt of rebellion against the

righteous and just authority of the Sovereign

of the universe, when the sensual passions,

which rule in thee, with supreme sway, bear

testimony, that thy expressions and vows of

penitence are insincere, that thou dost yet
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proudly oppose the just claims of God to thy

service and obedience. How canst thou avert

the opprobrium of the basest insensibility and

ingratitude, while the most affecting display

of the mercies of God, and of the exalted

riches of his love towards thee in Jesus Christ,

cannot induce thee to rchnquish the sins, which
are daily abusing his mercy and contemning
his love, which are daily renewing the pangs
that rent the bosom of the Saviour, a victim

for thy guilt, to the unsparing wrath of hea-

ven. Ah! my soul! while sin reigns in thy

affections ; while wilful violations of the laws

of God defile thy conscience ; though thy pre-

tended sorrow should burst forth in loud, and
ardent, and reiterated confessions and suppli-

cations, thou art still obnoxious to the wrath
of God—still the slave of degrading, corrupt-

ing, and disappointing pleasures-—still exposed
to the pangs of anxiety, apprehension, and re-

morse^—thou art still the presumptuous rebel

against the authority of God, still the guilty

and hardened contemner of his love.

There is no way in which thou canst prove
that thy repentance is genuine—no w^ay in

which thou canst obtain a title to the love and
favour of God—no way in wdiich thou canst
prepare for being a worthy and accepted
guest at the table of the Lord, but, by earnest
and uniform desire to be delivered from the
dominion of sin, by sincere and ardent vow^s
of obedience to thv God and Saviour.

K
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Let then thy desires to be delivered from
the dominion of sin, and thy voW« of duty and
obedience, be sincere ^.ndh'veh/.

If, in proportion to the disgrace, the in-

famy, and misery of the calamities that op-

press us, should be the sincerity and warmth
of our desires to be delivered from them;

—

deliverance from the degrading and miserable

bondage of sin should awaken the most sin-

cere and lively desires of our hearts. If, in

proportion to the magnitude of the favours

we have received from a benefactor, and
the value of the blessings which he has still

in store for us, should be the sincerity and
ardor of our devotion to him;—the vows of

obedience to our heavenly Father and Re-

deemer, who is the source of all our bless-

ings, and the only stay of all our hopes, should

awaken and engage the highest fervour of

our affections. From a degrading dominion,

that corrupts and blasts our purity and peace,

we seek to be delivered. To a merciful and

gracious God, who is worthy our highest

homage, and who claims our most ardent

gratitude, we are to vow allegiance. The
most splendid and exalted object of w^orldly

desire and pursuit, sinks, in the comparison

with the sublime and momentous concerns

of our eternal destiny. Desires and resolu-

tions, if possible, infinitely more ardent

than those which carry us impetuously for-

ward in the chace of worldly enjoyments.
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iliould be devoted to the attainment of tliat

spiritual redemption, of that sacred fidelity

and zeal in the service of God, which are the

only pledges of our present and eternal peace.

Thy desires and resolutions, O my soul, are to

he offered up to a holy God, who searches the

heart; who, jealous of his honor, and the sa-

cred claims of his authority, will indignantly

resent and punish the hypocritical and super-

ficial professions of love and obedience.

Thinkest thou, he will behold thee panting

with eager desire in the pursuit of w^orldiy

pleasure, vowing, with supreme ardor of af-

fection, devotion to the idols of honor and
wealth; and, wdien to him, thy most sincere

love, thy most zealous and active obedience
are due, be himself content with the empty
and feeble homage of affections which are^

wasting, their most exalted and generous fer-

vours, on debasing and transitory gratifications

!

View, the unexampled prodigies of divine

love, in the sufferings and death commemo-
rated on the altar. Contemplate the rich, the

refreshing, the invigorating, the immortal
blessings of that spiritual banquet which a

merciful Redeemer hath graciously provided.

Redemption from sin and its convulsive

pangs, restoration to the favour of God and
the never-failing consolations of his love, pu-
rity of heart and the inexpressible peace which
is always its blest attendant, communion
with God and the divine and unutterable
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pleasures which he pours upon the soul, a

hvely foretaste, of the ineffable joys of heaven,
that bears the sublimed affections, on the

wings of sacred rapture, to the eternal source

of glory and bliss,— these are the rich and
exalted blessings, which, in the spiritual ban-

quet of his body and blood, the love of thy

Saviour hath prepared for thee. Impenetra-

ble and hardened art thou, if blessings thus

exalted do not excite thy supreme and most
ardent desires;—lost to every amiable feeling,

and deserving of the indignant curse of hea-

ven, if, at the very moment Vvhen thy Saviour

displays the awful depths of his sufferings, and
offers thee the rich and eternal blessings

which were purchased by them, thou canst

repay his unutterable love Vv^ith feeble, super-

ficial, hypocritical vows of duty.

It is not enough that thy desires and reso-

lutions be lively and sincere; they must be

uniform and universal.

Those desires and resolutions cannot be

sincere, which, while they urge us to make
partial sacrifices to the laws of God, still seek

to retain some particular favourite gratifica-

tions. Those desires and resolutions cannot

be sincere, which are capricious and irregu-

lar, and v/hich are only occasionally and rarely

exerted. The ardors of holy desire and reso-

lution should glow, with steady and uniform

fervor. No temptations, however seducing,

should damp or quench them; no duties, how-



WEDNESDAY EVENING. 101

ever difficult or arduous, should dismay or ar-

rest them. The true penitent, who is awaken-

ed to a due sense of the immense debt of

gratitude, which he owes to his Almighty

Father and Redeemer, will not measure his

obedience, by the nice calculations of cold and

selfish policy. His vows of duty will burst

forth, from the lively emotions of a heart beat-

ing high w^ith grateful love. His vow^s of

obedience will em.brace all the sacrifices, to

which, devotion to his blessed Lord may call

him. They will extend to all the various and
most exalted acts of duty, by which he may
advance the glory and honour of his Redeemer
and God, and prove himself worthy of their

applauding fiat.

For an entire deliverance from the corrupt-

ing dominion of sinful passions, and for a re-

storation to the holy and celestial image of thy

maker, let then thy most ardent desires, O my
soul, be uniformly exerted. Offer not to God
resolutions of duty, the sudden fruit of tran-

sitory glows of feeling. Be thy vows of alle-

giance founded, on a deep and serious convic-

tion, of the weighty obligations that should

bind thee to him, of the exalted and enno-
bling nature of his service, of its brilliant and
glorious rewards.. Except not, from thy vows
of obedience, any hallowed precept of thy Sa-

viour, though it may require thee to crush the

indulgence to which, thou dost cling, with su-

preme ardour of affection. Resolve on th^t

K 2
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universal obedience to his commands which
he requires, and which alone he will accept

and reward. Then " shalt thou not be con-

founded, when thou hast respect unto all his

commandments." When disposed to mur-
nmr at the severity of tlie sacrifices to which
he calls thee, at the extent and difficulty of his

service—cast thy view upon the altar—con-

template the number and poignancy of his

sufferings for thee—explore the astonishing

riches of his mercy and grace—and blush, that

thou hast for a moment indulged an ungrate-

ful murmur—deplore the utter inadequacy of

thy most zealous services to repay the debt of

love— offer, to the gracious Redeemer who
bought thee with his blood, the best tribute

thou canst render—though insufficient and un-

v>^ortby

—

::ealous?ir\(\ unijorvi obedience to all

his sacred commands.
Thy desires for redemption from the domi-

nion of sin, and thy resolutions of holy obe-

dience must be accompanied with thy own
xigorons exertions, and with the diligent use

cj all Ihe ?vea72s of graee.

To work out thy salvation, is,.indeed, the

momentous business that should occupy thy

supreme cares and exertions. Consider, how
potent the sway which sin maintains over thy

enslaved affections. Consider, how deep the

unhallowed taint of iniquity which is to be

washed away. Consider, how strong the

chains of corrupt passion from whose ignoble
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thraldom thou art to burst. Consider, how
holy and resplendent the graces whose reno-

vating and celestial reign over thy affections

is to be established. Consider, how extensive

and important the circle of duties which thou

must resolve sacredly to discharge. Consider,

how many painful sacrifices must be made,
how many dismaying obstacles trium^phantly

surmounted, in that sacred course of holy obe-

dience to God which thou art bound to ren-

der. Wilt thou indulge the vain and presump-
tuous expectation, that, to fulfil these mo-
mentous and highly difficult engagements,,

feeble and occasional efforts only will be

necessary ? Wilt thou presumptuously hope to

subdue the raging dominion of sensual pas-

sions, by those superficial and slight exertions,

which, thou wouldest deem it folly, to apply to

any temporal enterprize that was difficult or

hazardous! Ah! the new and holy life, at

which thou must aim as the only pledge of thy

salvation, is opposed to the most powerful pro-

pensities of thy fallen nature, to the domineer-
ing principles and spirit of a corrupt world, to

the seducing pleasures and allurements that,

from a thousand quarters, assail thee, with their

insinuating solicitations. Oh! what vigorous

and persevering exertions, what bold resolu-

tion, what determined courage will be neces-

sary, to surmount the obstacles which will op-

pose thee in thy christian course, and to

enable thee to persevere, with unshaken zeal

^nd fidelity, in the service of thy God, The
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utmost strength thou wiit be able to bring to

the contest with thy spiritual enemies, the

most vigorous exertions thou wilt be able to

engage in the discharge of the high duties of
the christian life, will prove impotent and
vain, unless inspired and invigorated by the^

diligent use of the means of grace. By fre-

quent and devout reflection on the exalted and
ennobling privileges and rewards of thy

holy vocation; by the serious and attentive

perusal of those sacred records, whose inspired

pages convey the illuminating beams of di-

vine truth; by humble and regular attendance

on the ministrations and ordinances of the

sanctuary^ where, the God of grace is ever

ready to strengthen, refresh, and bless his peni-

tent worshippers; above all, by frequent,

humble, and earnest prayer to God for the

quickening, strengthening, and sanctifying

influences of his Holy Spirit,—by these pious

and holy exercises, only, wilt thou be able to

advance, in the course of holiness, with that

increasing zeal and vigour, which will ensure

final and glorious success. Under the regene-

rating and invigorating guidance of the Holy
Spirit, thou mayest attain the most exalted

heights of christian perfection and virtue; but,
*^ without him thou canst do nothing/' The
grace of God is sufficient for the most difficult

and dangerous trials—/»V strength will be glo-

riously perfected in the iveakness of the most

humble of his children. By his Almighty
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Spirit y " the whole body of the church is go-

verned and sanctified." The work of sancti-

fication, by w^hich the soul is redeemed from

sin, and reinstated in the divine image, is, in

its commencement, its progress, and its glo-

rious consummation, conducted by the power-

ful agency of the Spirit of God. Not indepen-

dently on human exertions^ but through their

instrumenialitij, does this blessed Spirit effect

the renovation of the soul. Work out your

salvation ivith fear and trembling for it is

GodiiJio ivorketh in you hot it to ivill and to do.

Inscrutable, but claiming our supreme adora-

tion and gratitude, is, the wonderful method
bv which God accomplishes our redemption.

THE SPIRIT OF THE MOST HIGH, des-

cends, in all the glorious majesty and power
of the God-head, and dwells in CORRUPT
AND FALLEN IVLVN! Stupendous mystery

!

O my soul, let the unsearchable and adorable

wisdom of a Sovereign God, prostrate the

impious doubts of thy blind and erring reason.

Let not that mysterious and divine agency,

by which thy redemption is effected, excite

thy ungrateful and proud scorn. Justly due
to God is the tribute of profound gratitude,

that, by the mysterious but pow^erful communi-
on of his Holy Spirit with thee, he pours light,

strength, and glory on thy blind, weak and
corrupt affections. Humibly and thankfully,

embrace the proffered grace of God—fervently

and unceasingly, implore its invigorating and
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sanctifying influences. Reiving on its power^
ful succours, resolutely aim at subduing every

depraved passion ; resolutely vow eternal alle-

gience and duty to the Lord thy God ; reso-

lutely engage in that new and celestial life of
holiness to which thy Saviour's commands call

thee. Behold! he leaves thee not weak and.

defenceless—he imposes not restrictions and.

duties, without conveying to thee his invigo-

rating and consoling aids—he does not call

thee to renounce the world, the flesh and the

devil, the enemies of thy salvation, without,

providing celestial armour for the warfare,

heavenly consolations and rewards to crown-
thy victories. Behold! spread on the altar,

are, the hallowed symbols of that divine-body

and blood which convey, immortal joys, in--

vincible strength, to the souls of his humble
and penitent people. Go-^my soul-^seal, over

these precious symbols of his love, the vows of

eternal enmity to thy sins, the implacable ene-

mies of his cross, the fatal enemies of thy peace.

Go—my soul—over these precious symbols of
his love, vow, eternal fidelity to thy Lord—take

up the cross and follow him, though, the path

Jie, through the gloomy vale of suftcring and
death.

THE PRAYER.

O GOD of everlafting mercy and falvation! infinite

and eternal fource of compalTion and love ! Worthy
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art thou to receive, bleiTing and honor, and adoration,

and praife, from all in heaven, and all in earth. For
thou haft made all things ; for thy good pleafure they

are, and were created j and from thee, the everlafting

fountainofperfe£lion, flow, the glory and excellence of

all the works of thy hands. Worthy art thou, O God
of eternal mercies, to receive the fupreme homage and
fervice of the children of men. For, thou haft wafti-

ed away their (ins, in the blood of thy Son ; thou haft

opened to them, through the merits of a Redeemer,
the glorious profpe6l of immortal bleffednefs and feli-

city beyond the grave. Penetrated with a profound
fenfe of thy majefty and glory, with a lively view of
thine infinite compaffion and love, I acknowledge thy

fupreme claims to my homage and obedience.—I ac-

knowledge that all the powers of my foul, with ardent

afFe^tion and gratitude, fnould ever have adored thy

power, and celebrated thy praif^^—I acknowledge that

the fincere, vigorous, and conftant fervice of my life

fliould have proclaimed my fupreme devotion to thee,

the profound and lively fenfe of obligation to thy boun-
ty and love. Author of my being! God of my falva-

tion! I bow myfelf, in the duft before thee, under
the conYiction of the prcfumption and infenfibility,

which have, fo long, openly difclaimed thy authority,

and ungratefully refifted the affecting difplays of thy

mercy. Av/akened to a lively fenfe of the ingratitude

and bafenefs of my finful courfe, of the deplorable

folly and guilt of that career of tranfgreffion by which
I have rebelled againft thee, I now defire to return

unto thee, O my God, to caft myfelf at the foot of

thy throne, imploring thy forgivnefs-^I now defire to

relinquifh thofe corrupting and difappointed pleafures,

for which, I have contemned thy authority and laws,

and forfeited the joys of thy favour— I defire to be

refcued from tke dominion of my finful paflions which
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are oirenrive to thee, moll holy God, and whofe bitter

fruit is {liame, remorfe, and mifery—fervently do I

d^^iire, to devote myfelf to thy iervicc, to obtain the

fatisfying joys of thy mercy and loving-kindnefs. O
mod compaffionatc Father! hear, and accept, the

humble, but fmcere vows of duty, which, thy difobe-

dient, but penitent child offers, at thy throne. Thee,

O God, I defire to chufe, as my eternal and fatisfying

refuge and portion—to thy glory and praife, I defire

to devote all the powers of my foul—for that divine

and celeftial purity which will conform me to thine

image, I ardently pant—rcfolutely, do I engage, to

fulfil all thy commands—cheerfully, will I fuftajn all

the facrifices which thy fervice may require me to

make—vigoroully, will I oppofe the alluring tempta-

tions, and tlireatening difficulties, that would feduce or

intimidate my allegiance to thee—to thy difpofal, I re-

fign myfelf; patiently will I fubmit, to all the chaften-

ings of thy hand. Thou knowefl the humble fincerity

of my heart—thou knoweft, alfo, O God, its weak-

nefs and depravity.—O fave me from a prefumptuous

dependence on my own ftrength. Teach me, ever-

more to rely, on thy omnipotent arm—to implore fu^

pernatural and ccleftial fuccours. Excite me, dili-

irently to ufe all the means of divine illumination and

grace. By the holy exercifes of meditation and

prayer, may I feek to fortify myfelf, for the arduous

and hazardous confiift with fin and temptation. O
God! on thy Almighty grace, is my fole dependence

—evermore refrcfli my foul, by its fuccours and confo-

lations. O grant, that,by humble and earneft prayer and

fupplication, and by a diligent attendance on the ordi-

nances of thy church, I may obtain tlie regenerating,

fan6lifying» and invigorating prefence of thy Holy
Spirit. By his Almighty energies, may my difordered

and corrupt nature be quickened, renovated, and re-
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deemed. Encouraged by thy gracious invitations, and

humbly relying on thy mercy, I go to the facred flip-

per, where, thou haft provided, for thy people, hea-

venly and immortal food. O, when, at his holy

table, over the facred fymbols of his body and blood,

I celebrate the love of my Saviour, and rencM' the ar-

dent vows of duty and obedience,—Spirit of God

—

impart to my foul thy holy unclion—fhed thy invigo-

rating and confoling graces—feal me to the day of re-

demption—that, finally advanced, by thy power, to

the courts of the celeftial temple of the Living God, I

may celebrate, the love of my Saviour, in unceafmg
and eternal ftrains—and join in the exulting jubilee of

adoration and praife to God, the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Ghoft, forever and ever.—AMEN,

\Th^n add your usual Evening Devotions,']

Thursday Morning*

MEDITATION.
FAITH I^ CHRIST,

BOTH as a creature, and a sinner, man is

entirely dependent on the will of his sovereign
Maker and Judge. Whatever God prescribes
or commands, that, immediately, becomes his

duty and happiness. God, in infinite wisdom
L
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and goodness, has provided a plan of salvation

for falien man. By the inscrutable determi-

nation of the Almighty Father, the eternal

Son, in the person of man, sustains the penal-

ties of a violated law; and his obedience, suf-

ferings, and death, are accepted, as an all-

sufficient atonement to offended justice. All

the blessings of salvation are conveyed to us,

in virtue of the meritorious atonement of
Christ; dindfaifh hi liim is made the indispen-

sible condition of our enjoying these blessings.

" Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou

shalt be saved."

Even then, if faith were not an exalted

grace Vv^hich involves the exercise of the no-

blest powers of the understanding, and the

most amiable virtues of the heart ; if it

w^ere not the powerful principle which puri-

fies and renews the soul, and inspires every act

of holy obedience—stilh as the commando^ owx

Almighty Lawgiver and Judge, as the pre-

scribcdcomUtioti of our salvation, it must appear

a binding and necessaiy duty ; and it would
evidence the most criminal presumption, as

well as the greatest folly, to contemm or dis-

regard it. The holy sacrament of the supper

presents the vSaviour, offered up an Almighty

victim for sin. His sufferings and death are

represented, as the mieritorious cause of our re-

demption. The only fountain of pardonii-g

mercy and redeeming grace is opened, in his

body aiid blood. While, therefore, we are
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ignorant of these truths, or insensible to them,

we cannot be prepared for ap])roaching that

holy ordinance which derives, from them, all

its efficacy and force. Until we cordially

believe that tiic eternal Son of God, in our

nature, shed his blood, to purchase our re-

demption; until we believe, that, through

his merits alone, we can have access unto the

throne of our offended Judge, and that, by
his grace, we must be sanctified and restored

to the favor of God; the holy sacrament of

his supper, wliere he is set forth as crucified

for our redemption, will appear an unmean-
ing and useless rite. Our participation of it

would only be a wilful mockery of God and
the Saviour, and tend to the condemnation of
our souls. Pardon, salvation, and grace, the

inestimable blessings of this sacred ordinance,

are conveyed, only, to the true believer.—

The penitent, who is awakened to a sense of
liis guilt and his subjection to sin, will never
experience rest or peace, until his soul hear-

tily embraces the exalted truths, that tlie

blood of the Saviour is all-sufficient to cleanse

from sin, and his grace all-powerful to redeem
from its dominion.

Let then thy most earnest solicitude, O my
F.oul, be directed, to the examination, whe-
ther thou dost possess, that Irceliifaith in God's
?nercy through Christ, which will convey to

thee holiness and peace, and make thee,' an
accceptable guest, at the table of the Lord.
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Rest not satisfied in a faith which embraces
the gospel, merely, as a wdl-aufhenticated

record of facts. 11iou mayest acknowledge
the birth, life, and miracles of the Saviour.

Thou mayest cherish a high esteem and re-

gard, for his character and instructions. But
what will this faith avail thee, while thou

dost refuse to receive the Saviour, as thy mer-

ciful and Almighty Lord arid Master, by
whose righteous laws thou art to be guided^

by whose jtrecious blood thou art to be re-

deemed, by whose gracious Spirit thou art to

be sanctified and sioverned .^ Was it not his

primary, his sole object, to effect the redemp-
tion of fallen man from the guilt and dominion
of sin? Are not his all-sufhcient merits and
grace presented to us, as the powerful and
certain means of our redemption and salva-

tion? x\ faith, which, passing over these in-

finitely momentous objects of the Redeemer's

mission, regards him, merely, as a distin-

guished personage, and barely assents to the

record of the various events of his life, offers

the most presumptuous affront to the dignity

and glory of the Saviour, and can lay no
claim to the exalted blessings of his salvation.

Equallv futile and presumptuous is a faith,

which embraces the gospel, only, as a system

of speculative truth. The superficial faith,

just mentioned, embraces the gospel as an

authentic history of facts, while it is indiffe-

rent to the. truths which it promulgates and
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the duties which it enjoins. This speculative

faith advances farther, and regarding Christ

as the author of divine truth, forms, from the

gospel, a system of doctrines v/hich, it em-
braces and enforces, on the ground of di-

vine authority. But this faith is fundamen-

tally defective, in considering the doctrines

of Christ, as designed merely to correct

and regulate the opinions of men, and not

principally to renew and purify their hearts.

It is wholly insensible to the important

truth that the doctrines of the Saviour are

designed to redeem the soul from error and
sin, and to establish, in the heart, all divine and
holy graces. This speculative faith will never

impress on the soul her subjection to sin

and misery, her need of divine mercy and
grace—it will never awaken the exalted emo-
tions of love and gratitude to God, for the gift

of his Son to be the Redeemer of fallen man
—it will never excite that sacred peace, those

holy transports of joy, \vhich arise, from the

experience of the mercy and grace of the Re-
deemer, and which urge to generous and uni-

versal obedience to his commands. Unfruitful

either of holiness or peace, it cannot be a

passport to the favour of thatGod who requires

the homage of the heart, it cannot confer an
interest in the merits of that glorious Saviour,

who came to establish in the soul, the Vxw^-

dom of righteousness, peace, and foi/.

L2
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Bew«ire also of resting in an imperfect or
obscure faith, which does not thorouglily com-
prehend the plan of salvation, and which is

not deeply sensible of its value and efficacij.

Dost thou entertain, O my soul, only im-
perfect and superficial views of the evil and
guilt of sin, of the necessity of the mercy and
grace of the Saviour, to redeem thee from its

power ? Instead of regarding, with supreme
and habitual trust and hope, his precious blood,

as the only fountain of pardon and peace, and
his Almighty grace as the only source of holi-

ness, of strength, and consolation, dost thou
content thyself with an occasional, a vague, a
lukewarm confidence in his merits and power?
.Dost thou rest thy hopes of salvation, on the

feeble and superficial ideas which thou

dost entertain of Christ, as a benevolent

and glorious personage who is to pro-

cure thy pardon with an offended God—

r

instead of cordially receiving him, in all his

sacred and important offices, as the divine

Prophet who is to enlighten and instruct thee

in the will of God—as the merciful High
Priest, by whose atonement and intercession

thou ait to have access unto the Father—as

the glorious King, by whose holy laws, thou

art to be governed, to whose righteous autho-

rity thou art to be subject, by whose victorious

grace thou art to be defended, and finally ex-

alted to everlasting glory? Ah my soul! this

imperfect and obscure faith in the Saviour, on
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which thou dost rest thy salvation, will disap-

point and condemn thee. Weak and irreso-

lute it will not allay the poignant stings of

guilt; it will not repel the enraged assaults of
temptation; it will not subdue the inveterate

power of sinful passions; it will not inspire

thee, with holy serenity and hope, at that

dread tribunal, where, a supreme and lively

affiance on thy Saviour's merits will be thy
only refuge, from the penetrating and con-
demning scrutiny of thy Almighty Judge.
The faith, then, which is effectual to salva-

tion, and which, in the participation of the
holy supper, will vitally unite the devout com-
municant to his Lord and Saviour, does not
consist, in a bare acknowledgement of the
truth of i\\Qfacts recorded concerning the cha-
racter and lifib of Christ; in a speculative be-
lief in his gospel as an excellent and admira-
ble theory of religious and moral truth; or in
a loose and general trust in the Saviour, with-
out a clear, lively and just apprehension of his

character and offices. To approach the altar

with these imperfect, speculative, and feeble
"sdews of the Saviour, would be casting disho-
nour on the precious efficacy of his blood,

—

insult and mockery on his divine dignity and
power.

TliRt genuine faith, which will lead the soul
to Christ, as her only trust and refuge, must be
founded, on a lively conviction of our guilt and
misery. On the degeneracy and guilt of hu-
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man nature, is the glorious superstructure of

redemption raised. Merely to z/25-/^wc^ man-
kind; merely to improve and enlarge the code
of moral duties; merely to display a resplen-

dent example of moral virtue, it surely was not

necessary, that the eternal Son of the Highest
should divest himself of the unutterable ma-
jesty and bliss of the Godhead, should descend
into this vale of sin and misery, should shroud

his eternal glories in the awful gloom, in the

tremendous horrors of the cross. Man is a

fallen and guilty creature—A divine personage

only, can vindicate the insulted majesty of

heaven, and by his sufferings and death, ap-

pease the .inexorable claims of divine justice.

Behold, here, the truths which develope the

impenetrable mystery of redemption; which
present an object worthy the infinite stoops of

the Son of God; which shed resplendent light

and glory on the profound and dismaying

gloom that envelopes the cross. " The
word was made flesh," " the Son of God hum-
bled himself to the death of the cross," that

man " dead in trespasses and sins," might be
^^ quickened" to the glorious privileges and
hopes of pardon, holiness, peace and immor-
tality. From a lively conviction, then, of thy

guilt and misery, O my soul, must arise the

exalted virtue or evangelical faith. This con-

viction alone, will awaken a sense of thy ur-

gent need of a Saviour, and excite thy earnest

desires for his pardoning mercy, and renova-
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ting grace. " Christ came to seek and to save

that which was lost.'* '' The whole need not

a physician, but they that are «ick." Lost to

the favour of God, and to every claim to his

mercy, thou must acknowledge thyself to be,

before thou canst repose, with supreme af-

fiance, on the merits and power of him who is

mighty to save. The taint of sin, w^hich in-

fects and corrupts thee, thou must deeply fed

and deplore, before thou v/ilt have recourse to

the purifying fountain, opened in the Re-
deemer's blood. Earnestly desirous, to be re-

scued from the galling and condemning bon-

dage of sin, thou must be, before thou wilt em-
brace with grateful and supreme faith, the

glorious Saviour offered to thee, under the pre-

cious symbols of the altar, in the inspiring and
satisfying fuhiess of his m.ercy and grace.

The faith, w^hich w^ill vitally unite thee to

thy Redeemer, and prove effectual to thy sal-

vation, founded on a deep sense of thy guilt

and misery, must lead thee corcUalbj, su-

premely andjoiifulhj to rely, on the all-sufficient

merits of Christ, for pardon; and on his all-

powerful grace, for complete redemption.—
God hath " set forth his Son to be a propitia-

tion for the sins of the world;" and it is his

merciful declaration, that, " whosoever be-

lieveth in him should not perish but should

have everlasting life." When, by the pene-

trating conviction, which, the Spirit of God
has excited, in the soul of the sinner, of his
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guilt, condemnation, and misery, " every
high and lofty imagination is brought down,'*
he will be disposed humbly to submit to the

plan, which, the iniinite and sovereign wisdom
and goodness of God have provided, for his re-

demption. When his understanding is " en-

lightened to discern" the excellence and glory

of the Saviour, and the resplendent mercy and
grace which are shed around the eternal Son of

the Father; when he views the fulness of par-

don, peace, and salvation-treasured up in that

divine Redeemer who, in the persuasive ac-

cents of compassion and tenderness, invites

" the weary and heavy laden to come unto
him and receive rest"-— the humble and con-

trite sinner, will repose with cordial, supjxme
tui^ joyful affiance on him whom ^^ God hath

exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour," to dis-

pense, from the eternal throne of mercy and
power, pardon, grace, and everlasting re-

demption. Disclaiming every presumptuous
and vain dependence on his own righteousness

and strength, the reliance of the true believer,

on his Saviour, is entire and supreme. In the

merits, the mercy, and power of Jesus Christ,

he discerns his only refuge from the terrors of

a violated law, the only means of his redemp-
tion from the dominion of sin, the only armour
w^th which he can' repel the vengeful assaults

of his spiritual enemies, his only pledge of

final exaltation to the transcendent felicities

and glories of heaven. Evermore " looking
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unto Jesus" for every spiritual blessing, Vv^ith

the supreme and glowing ardour of grateful

affection and love, he will constantly adore

and bless his Saviour, as " the author and
finisher of his salvation." To his Ivedeemer,

rich in grace, compassion and mercy, he clings

with faith lively and vigorous— 2l faith, which
realizing strongly the all-sufficiency of the

atonem.ent of Christ, the almighty power of

his grace^ and his infinite wilUngness to save,

allays every doubt and^,every apprehension,

and inspires holy hope,—fervent and unceas-

ing triumph. The reliance of the true believer,

in his Saviour, is also uniform and stedfast.

Emphatically it may be said of him, that he
*' lives by faith." Faith, is, the animating
principle, which inspires, cherishes, and pre-

serves his spiritual life—the invigorating foun-

tain, whence flow all his virtues and all his

consolations.

But it is the consummation of the exalted
excellence of genuine faith, and it is its insepa-

rable characteristic, that it '^ zvorks by love,''

that " it purifies the hearty that it *^ overcomes
the zvorlciy Faith, is, in the true believer, an
active and animated principle, which is ever
inspiring him, with the most ardent love, to that

God who has mercifully provided for him the

means of redemption, and to that Saviour,

through whom alone he is redeemed from sin,

and misery, and death. Faith is an invigora-

ting principle, which is ever urging the true
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believer, to testify, by the most exalted acts

of obedience, the div^ine love' which warms
his heart, and to endeavour to advance, by
the uniform and sacred service of his Hfe, the

honor and glory of his God and Saviour. It

is a purifying principle, which, by subduing

the dominion of sin in the heart, removes the

sense of guilt from the conscience; which,-

by impressing upon the soul the holy image
of God, restores her to the enlivening joys of

his favour; which, prepares the soul for the

felicity of heaven, by forming in her those

holy graces, that yield, on earth, a foretaste

of celestial joys. The true believer acknow-
ledges the Saviour, not only as the gracious

High Friesi, by whose atonement and inter-

cession he is rescued from guilt and condem-
nation; but as the divine Prophet who illu-

mines the soul with celestial and renovating

truth; as the Almighty Khig, who establishes

in the heart, the dominion of righteousness,

and v/ho inflexibly claims the submissive ho-

mage and obedience of his people.

Behold, now, my soul! the exalted charac-

teristics of that faith, which, alone, is effectual

to salvation. Founded on a lively sense of the

guilt and condemnation, in which, through

sin, he is involved, it opens, to the true peni-

tent, the full and resplendent mercy and grace

of the Saviour, and excites him, disclaiming

every other dependence, to rely, with supreme,

lively, and uniform confidence, on the merits
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and power of Christ, for pardon and salvation.

An active and vigorous priiiciple, it renews
and purities the heart, and excites the believer

to aim at rhat universal obedience by which,

aluue, he can giori; v his Saviour, and prepare

his soul foi^ rhe frLriLion of the pure and holy^

presence of his God.
This sapreme, lively, and obedient ^aith in

Christ, O 'iiy soul, is made, by the decree of
God, thy Almighty Lawgiver and Judge, the

indlsoensibie condition of thy salvation. By
this exalted principle alone, canst thou testify

thy generous sensibility to the infinite glory

and love of thy Redeemer, or obtain the ines-

timable blessings of pardon, peace, and ever-

lasting glory. It is this divine faith which,
applying to the soul the Saviour's merits and
grace, plucks from her the envenomed sting

of guilt; bursts, with resistless power, the en-
thralling chains of sin: and ^mUy, bears the
soul, triumphant over death, in the robes of
celestial righteousness, to the throne of her
Redeemer and God.

Blest is thy state, O my soul, glorious thy
destiny, if thou art animated by this exalted
faith in the Son of God. To the irritating

pangs of conscience, thou canst apply the
pacifying merits of the Saviour's blood—To
the turbulent throws of guilty passion^, thou
canst oppose the conquering energies of hi$
grace—Clad in a sacred panoply of invincible

M
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energy and virtue, thou shalt sustain, unhurt
and fearless, the enraged assaults of thy spiri-

tual enemies—Death himself shall see his en-

venomed shafts fall, harmless, at thy feet,

and behold thee, contemning his enraged
efforts, enter on the felicities of an immortal
kingdom. Glorious triumphs of Christian

faith ! O my soul ! aim at obtaining the highest

energies of this divine and exalted virtue.

—

Cultivate a lively sense of thy degeneracy and
guilt—Cherish glowing and sublime views of

the mercy and power of Christ. Implore the

quickening Spirit of grace to unite thee, to

thy Saviour, by a consoling, holy and trium-

phant faith. Behold ! seated on the throne of

mercy erected on the altar, he now waits

to bless thee with his love. Opening, to

the guilty sons of men, the living fountain of

salvation, he invites them to " come and drink

of the waters of life freely." *' Without mo-,

ney and without price," he dispenses the rich

blessings of his grace. Urgently needing his

mercy, O my soul, refuse not the pressing so-

licitations of his love. Weak and humble as

thy faith may be, if it has only awakened a

conviction of thy need of a Saviour, and a de-

sire to partake of the blessings of his salvation

—

go—and he, who came not " to break the

bruised reed," or to reject the desire of the

humblest of his children, will encircle thee

with the arms of his mercy—will cherish, by
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his grace, thv feeble and expiring faith, until,

vigorous and triumphant, it reposes on him, ia

the/uhiess of peace, hope, and salvation.

THE PRAYER.

O MOST BlefT^ aid Glorious Lord God I who,
in infinite compaiTion and mercy, haft given thine only

Son to be the Saviour of mankind, and art in him rcr

conciling the world unto thyfelf, not imputing unto

us our trefpalTes and fms •, teach me, with deep hu-
mility and lively gratitude, to adore and blefs thee

for the tranfcendent difplay of grace and mercy in the

plan of falvation through Jefus Chrift. May this ado-

rable myftery of love engage my profound contempla-

tions, and my lively and exalted aiFeftions. May my
moft fervent defires be excited, my moft earneft ex-

ertions roufed, to obtain the ineftimable bleflings of

this great falvation. Infpire me, O God, with that

lively faith, which will unite me to the Redeemer, and
be the pledge of my forgivenefs and everiafting re-

demption. Teach me humbly to adore thy fovereign

will, in requiring faith in thy Sony as the indifpenfable

condition of thy mercy. Enable me to form profound,

juft, and lively views of this exalted virtue. May f

not reft contented in a nominal acknowledgement of

the Saviour, in a fpeculative and unfruitful belief in

his dodlrines, or in an indiftin^t and general view of
his character and offices. O teach me, that thefe ex-

ternal, fuperficial and imperfed. views of Chrift, thy
blefted Son, v/hile they prefumptuoufly diftionour his

dignity and glory, will not ftand the awful fcrutiny of
thyjuftice; will not convey peace and confolation to

my foul; or entitle me to the exalted joys of thy fa-
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TOur. Teach me to lay the foundation of my faith,

in a deep and humbling conviction of my unworthinefs
^nd guilt. And when thus av/akencd and -.ilarmtd,

O do thou enlighten me to difcern the excellence and
glory of Chriit Jffus, and to apply his precious blcod,

to the confolation and peace of my foul. May I difcern

the ail-fufliciency of his micrils, the perfection of his

righleouihefs, the fulnefs of his grace, his ability and
WiJlingnefs to fave. May I cort^ally, joyfully, and
ft'-df'iit'y repofe on him as the Almighty Mediator, by
who-'t' righteoujnefs alone I can be juftifi^d, by whofe
spirit alone, ian^tified and faved. May my faith, by

the iveet but powerful coi.flraints of love and duty,

purify my heart, raife mc above the unhallowed gra-

tifications of the world, and form in m.y foul, the

holy graces and virtues which will prepare me for the

exalted fiuition of thy prefence. Thy grace, alone.

Almighty God, can infpire and perfe61: my faith—ear-

neitly i imp i ore thy quickening and fan£lifying strength.

Lend me humbly ar.d thankfully to that fpiritual ban-

quet where, evtry holy grace of the foul is nouriflied

and ilrengthened, by the body and blood of thy Son.

There, O Gcd, may I feai, through faith, my title

to ;by favour J there, may the fmiles of thy reconciled

countenance be flied upon me; and there, may my
weak and humble faitn be quickened to the holy tri-

umphs of joyful aflurance and hope, through the mighty

power of that Redeemer, who, as the eternal Son of

thy love, liveth and reigneth, with thee and the Holy

Gholt, ever, one God, world without end.—AMEN.

[ Then add your usual Morning Devotions.

1



Thursday Evening

MEDITATION.

FAITH IN CHRIST, AS THE ETERNAL SON OF COTi, AND^,

ASA PROFHET'y A. PRIESff,. AND KING..

THOU dost perceive,. O my soul! that,,

faith in Christ consists in such a lively, su-

preme, and stedfast reliance on his merits and
grace, as produces peace of conscience, joy in-

the favour of God, redemption from the do-

minion of sin, sincere devotion to the Saviour,,

universal obedience to his commands. This
faith, necessarily, implies a just and lively

view of his glorious character and offices.

Until the glories of Christ, and his-exalted and
important offices are fully displayed to our
minds, we shall not discern the all-sufficiency

of his merits, his almighty power to save us,,

his supreme claim^s to our homage and obe-
dience. Faith, when exercised upon the Sa-
viour in the various offices which he sustains,

towards us, is a most sublime, ennobling, and
consoling principle. It opens, to our astonished

contemplations, those eternal glories of the

Godhead, which concentered their most re?-

M2
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splendent beams, in the person of Jesus Christ.

It exhibits this glorious Saviour, dispensing

the luminous revelation, of the attributes and
will of Jehovah, of the duties, hopes and final

destiny of man. It displays him, clothed in

,the illustrious garments of righteousness and
mercy, standing before the^ flaming altar of
divine justice, and sending up that costly in-

cense of his blood, which propitiates the holy

wrath of an offended God, and invokes, for

man, the immortal blessings of peace and sal-

vation. It displays him, " clad with the gar-

ments of vengeance,—" with zeal as with a

cloak," marching, triumphant, over his sub-

dued adversaries, " treading them down in his

anger, and trampling them in his fury,"—and,

finally ascending, in resistless majesty and
power, to the eternal throne of universal do-

minion, where, he rules, the almighty con-

queror of death and hell,—dispensing to his

people the invigorating and invincible sue*

cours of his grace, and receiving their ardent

homage and obedience, as the glorious King
and Captain of their salvation. When the

believer sincerely and fully embraces his Sa-

viour in all these glorious ofiices, as the etei^nal

<Son of the Father, as the illustrious Prophet

of the Highest, as the atoning Priest and In-

tercessor of his people, as the resistless King
and Captain of tlieir salvation—adoration,

gratitude, love and joy unutterable will swell

bis transported soul—Every thought, e-very
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power, every affection, in fervent and raptu-

rous harmony, will celebrate, the Saviour's

glory.—Uniform, sincere, zealous obedience,

will attest the sincerity of the ardent devotion

of the believer to his Almighty Lord and
King.
From a lively belief in the divine character

and glorious offices of the Saviour, thou must
derive, O my soul, the streams of peace, holi-.

ness and consolation. And the most clear and.

lively fervors of this sacred faith should be ex-

cited, when, thou art to partake of that hal-

lowed ordinance, the exalted efficacy of which
will depend on thy lively apprehension of that

Saviour, whom, it sets forth, as thy everlasting

strength and refuge..

Contemplate, then, the Saviour, with lively

faith, as the eternal Son of the Father. The
acclaiming voice of the Prophets, his fore--

runners; the declarations of his inspired Apos-
tles attesting his own pretensions; the exalted

offices which he came to execute; the glorious

triumphs of his cross; the eternal throne, on
which, he governs, and will, finally,judge the

world; all,r—proclaim his divine dignity and
glori), -and urge thee, with supreme faith, to

adore him as thy Lord and thy God. Hear
the glorious names and titles of divinity con-

ferred by the prophets on the Messiah that

was to come—'' Emanuel, God with us—-The
Mighty God—The Lord our righteousness

—

The Lord who shall suddenly corae to his
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temple—The God whose throne is forever and'

ever.*' Hear the united testimony of the holy

apostles, who, in declaring that Christ was
" God manifest in the flesh," and that in him
*^ dwelt all the fulness of the Godhead," only

confirm the divine pretensions of Jesiis him-
self, " I and the Father am One— I am Al-
pha and Omega, the beginning and the end,

the first and the last, which was, and which is,

and which is to come, the Almighty,^' The
exalted offices which he came to execute—to

unfold the eternal counsels of the Father; to

establish the everlasting rules of truth and
duty; to satisfy the inexorable and infinite

claims of divine holiness and justice; to demo-
lish the dominion which sin and death had
established over mankind; to open the gates

of everlasting bliss which divine wrath had
closed against a guilty world—these are ofiices,

which a creature, stamped with native weak-
ness and imperfection^ could never execute

—

they require the omnipotent strength of the

Creator of the universe—they claim for Jesus

who triumphantly executes them, divine and
eternal powers. The triumphs of his cross,

which bore down the opposing prejudices,

learning, and power of the world, and still re-

duces under its sway the stubborn and tower-

ing imaginations of the heart, proclaim the

divinity of that Jesus, w^ho, though he suffered

as a malefactor, confers upon the cross, which
was the mark of ignominy, these divine and
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splendid powers. View finally, the glorious

throne on which he governs, and will at last,

judge the world. What divine splendor and
majesty surround it—How extensive and re-

sistless its dominion—How potent and irre-

sistible its decrees—What apnallino^ and over-

whelming thunders burst frorn it, on the impe-
nitent adversaries of God—What celestial and
immortal felicities are dispensed from it, on
his obedient subjects—What divine and im-

mortal honors are paid to the glorious per-

sonage who is seated on it, holding " the keys
of hell and death"—" Thousand thousands

stand before him, ten thousand times ten thou-

sand minister unto him"—The host of hea-

ven present their eternal adoration to him,
who is infinitely exalted above the most per-

fect of their celestial orders, *'* the King of

Kings and Lord of Lords." Ah! my soul!

These are illustrious and resistless proofs that

he, with whom thou art to confide thy ever-

lasting salvation, is, indeed, thy Lord and thy

God, claiming thy most profound hom^age, thy

unbounded confidence, thy universal and un-
reserved submission. In every view, which
faith opens to thee, of the Saviour, ^^ thy

most ardent and vigorous contemplations, on
the glory of his divine nature. When thou
dost repose on the omnipotent arm of a divine

Saviour, the sacred glows of love shall be
exalted; the ardours of hope strengthened; the

triumphs of thy faith shall rise above all the
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malignant enemies of thy salvation. What
sublime and profound awe is shed o\^er the

symbols of the altar, when faith discloses to

thee the glories of the incarnate God, whom
they set forth. Oh I w^hat reverential, yet

what delightful emotions swell the bosom of
the believing communicant, when, in the re-

ception of the sajcred elements, he enjoys the
exalted assurance, that he is united to a divine

Iledeemer—that he is admitted into the most
close, the most endearing, the most affec-

tionate communion with the So7i ofGod—that

in the person of that blessed Redeemer, to

whom he has committed the salvation of his

soul, dwell all those divine attributes which
are calculated to excite and invigorate his

love, his gratitude, his joy, his holy triumphs.

The lively exercises of faith should be di-

rected to the Saviour as the divine and illus-

trious Prophet, by whom we are instructed

in the holy laws and counsels of God.

—

Through him were the beams of celestial truth

to be shed on a w^orld enveloped with the

deepest shades of error—through him was the

benighted and blinded mind to be enlightened

in that spiritual knowledge which its most ex-

alted researches could never attain. Behold,

O my soul, what infinite claims, as thy di-

vine instructor and guide, the Saviour pos-

sesses, to thy reverence, attention and obe-

dience, lie whom thou art to receive as thy

Prophet, is himself the eternal word—he was
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from all eternity in the bosom of the Fa-
ther—in him dwelt the Holy Spirit with-
out measure. Perfectly acquainted, there-

fore, must he have been with the will of
his Almighty Father. To the prophetic of-

fice he was illustriously inaugurated, by the

overshadoiibig of the Highest^ by the descent

of the Holy Ghost—by the solemn declaration

of the Father, this is my beloved Son, hear ye
him. Gloriously and fully does this divine

prophet execute his office. A luminous, and
perspicuous revelation of divine truth, deve-
loping the glorious attributes of the Godhead,
the means of access to the throne ofoifended
justice, the exalted and universal circle of reli-

gious, moral and social duties, the resplendent

and eternal mansions beyond the grave—did
this celestial prophet promulgate. By stupen-

dous miracles, which proved that his power
was from High, did he enforce his doctrine*

—

by his own illustrious and splendid example,
did he elucidate, impress, and urge his holy

precepts—by the shedding of his precious

blood, did he put the sacred and affecting seal

to the divinity of his mission. Evangelists and
Apostles he inspired, to proclaim kis Gospel
to the world—in the hallowed oracles of the

law and the testimony, we still behold the di-

vine truths of salvation—through the minis-

trations and ordinances of the sanctuary, Christ

our Almighty prophet, sti41 sheds on the soul

that enlightening radiance which opens to her
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the excellence, the glory, and consolations of

divine truth. Oh my soul ! wlicn the blindness,

the weakness^ the depravity of human reason,

forced U}>on thee by thy own lamentable

experience, a^d by the view of the world

sunl: in ignorance and error, aw^akens the

anxious and impatient desire to find a re-

fuge, from thy dark and perplexing doubts,

in the bosom of an infallible guide and
instructor—embrace by faith that holy Jesus

who was '^ anointed ivitli the Hohj Ghost

and with power" " to preach good tidings

unto the meek" " to put his laws into the

hearts," and, '' to write them upon the

minds" of the children of men. Bring all thy

errors, thy doubts and prejudices at his feet

—humbly and fervently implore that en-

lightening guidance which will translate thee

from the darkness of natural reason, into the

glorious light of celestial truth. Let every ap-

proach to the holy supper,be seized with ardor,

as affording thee an opportunity of renewing
the exercises of faith in Christ, as thy divine

prophet; and of contemplating with renewed
admiration and gratitude, the excellencies of

that celestial instructor, on whose head is shed

the refulgent radiance of the Godhead, from

whose lips flow the insinuating and persuasive

accents of truth and love. At the altar, where
thou dost commemor..,te the infinite conde-

scension of this divine guide, seal thy sacred

vows of bringiag every tiiOugh»:into captivity
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to his obedience, of embi*acing—as the en-

deared subjects of thy daily and reverential

meditations, as the holy standards by which
thy opinions are to be formed, and thy prac-

tice regulated, as the infallible guides by
which thou art to be conducted through the

perplexing mazes of error and sin to the glo-

rious fulness of eternal truth—the inestimable

revelations and laws of that blessed Redeemer,
w^ho only is the way, the truth, and the life.

Behold what exalted claims the Saviour pos-

•sesses to thy lively faith as a gracious Pr/ei-/ and
Intercessor. For man,sunkunder the condemn-
ing sentence of a violated law, and obnoxious
to divine wrath, he " gave himself an offering,

and sacrifice unto God." "" Holy, harmless,

undefiled,"shedding over the atonement which
lie offered the glories of his divinity, he made
" a full, free, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation

and satisfaction forthe sins of the whole world."
Ascending up on high, into the holy of holies,

not made with hands, he presents before the

flaming altar of divine justice the all-sufficient

incense of his crucified body and blood, and
averts from all penitent believers the consu-
ming wrath of an indignant Judge. Seated on
the right hand of God " he ever liveth to

make intercession for us"-—he implores from
his Almighty Father the blessings of pardon,
peace, grace, holiness, and glery, which
through him descend in rich and refreshing

streams on the souls of his penitent people.

—

N
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Infinitely glorious and powerful, O my soul,

is the gracious High Priest through whose
merits and intercession thou art to be restored

to the reconciled countenance of thy offended
Ood. Vested with Almighty power to save

those who were the {)urchase of his blood, "in

sublime and awful, yet enlivening language, he
declares the riches of his redemption, and in-

vites the humble -and penitent to come, and
receive the satisfying fulness of his love. "I
have been crushed in the wine- press, by the

avenging arm of divine justice, I have drunk
the dregs of that cup of trembling into

which the .\Imighty Father, incensed at your
presumptuous rebellion, emptied the tremen-

dous vials of his unsparing wrath. Ah! in

one direful moment, I was consumed by all

those vengeful fires which, through all eternity,

would have racked with despair a guilty world.

But I was wounded for your transgressions; I

was bruised for your iniquities; the chastise-

ment of your peace, was upon me; and by my
stripes ye are healed. Yes! the sentence of

condemnation gone forth against you, 1 have

n.ailed to my cross—my blood has flowed an

all-sufficient ransom for the guilty--sprinkled

on the mercy-seat, it ascends as acceptable

incense to the Father, and propitiates his in-

censed justice. By tlve blood of my cross,

have 1 made peace. Crowned for. the suffer-

ing of death with glory and honour, at the

right hand of the Father, I an:i exalted, the
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prevaiiing Intercessor for the guilty sons of

men, dispensing, to the humble and penitent,

pardon, peace, and sah^ation. Come then un-

to me, all ye who labour and are heavy laden

and I will give you rest. Be not.dismayed by
the number, or enormity of your sins which
call for vengeance. All powerful is the effi-

cacy of my blood. Tho-ugh your sins be as scar-

let, they shall be white as snow, though they

he red like crimson, they shall be as v/ool."

O my soul, let the affectionate and persua-

sive invitation of thy compassionate High
Priest, excite thee to place thy supreme con-

fidence in his all-sufficient merits, and pre-

vailing intercession. When, discerning the

inflexible claims of God's justice, and the un-

spotted rigor of divine holiness, thou dost

tremble under the sentence of condemnation
which thy sins have merited, look, with lively

and joyful afiiance, to that compassionate Sa-

viour who has expiated thy guilt by the me-
rits of his blood. The divine fountain, whence
flow the exhilerating streams of pardon and
comfort, is still opened, in that holy ordinance
which the redeemer instituted as the lively

memorial of his sufferings, and the precious

pledge of thy salvation. There, thy com^pas-

sionate High Priest is waiting, to sprinkle

thee w^ith that precious blood v/hich Vvili be
the pledge of thy deliverance from the exter-

minating stroke of divine justice. Behold!
infinite mercy and infinite power shed, around
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the Saviour, their glorious effulgence, and in-

vite the most lively fervors of confidence, the

most sacred triumphs of holy hope. Wretched
and guilty, flee to this friend of the wretched,,

this Almighty Saviour of sinners, devoting
thyself to his service, rendering him thy pro-

found homage and trust. Sheltered in his

compassionate bosom, and covered with the

protecting robes of his righteousness, thoit

shalt view, undismayed and fearless, the de-

solating storms of wrath that overwhelm the

ungodly. By the merits and power of this

great High Priest of thy salvation, thou shalt

be conducted to the resplendent light of the

reconciled countenance of thy Heavenly Fa-

ther. Ihe blood of the all-sufficient victim,

which still, under a lively symbol, flows on
the altar, received by steadfast faith, will al-

lay, by its penetrating and powerful efficacy,

every doubt and pang which thy guilty fears

awakened, and pour upon thee the unfailing

and plenteous stream of divine consolations.

O thou gracious Saviour! the merciful High
Priest, through whom we have access unto the

Father ! impotent are the highest efforts of the

soul, to conceive the illustrious glories of thy

righteousness, the transcendent merit of thy

intercession—Impotent are our most exalted

feelings, to render thee the just tribute of gra-

titude for that sacred and ineffable peace,

which, the healing balm of thy mercy
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awakens in the bosom that ever reposes su-

premely upon thee.

Behold, O my soul, the exalted claims of

Jesus to thy homage, thy submission and obe-

dience, as thy Alt}iig/dy King. He is the eter-

nal '' King whom God hath set upon the holy

hill of Zion—of the increase of whose go-
^

vernm.ent there shall be no end. He is the head
'

of all principality and power—At his divine

name every knee shall bow of things in heaven
and things in earth, andthingsunderthe earth."

By the sovereign power ofGod was Jesus exalt-

ed, in his human nature^to the throne of domi-
nion. " God raised him from the dead, and set

him at his own right hand, far above all princi-

pality, and power, and might, and dominion."
" Prince of the kings of the earth" and head of all

the armies of heaven, he hath " on his vesture

and on his thigh a name written. King ofKings
and Lord of Lords." O my soul ! with the

profound homage of lively faith,"shouldest thou

submit to that o^lorious King: by whose grace

alone thou, canst be redeemed from the bond-
age ofjrii, by whose Almighty power alone

thou canst be rescued from the dominion of

death and the grave. Ah ! in vain wilt thou
attem.pt to burst the enthralling chains of s/n,

unless thy Almighty King exerts the sceptre of
his grace. Errors and prejudices cloud thy
understanding—sensual appetites and passions

control-and debase thy noble powers and affec-

tions—temptation either imperceptibly ea-
N 2



133 THURSDAY EVENING.

thrals thee by seductive allurements, or pours
upon thy frail resolutions a sudden and over-

whelming shock. Sinking in despair, a victim
io thy relentless foes, raise the ardors of holy
faith to the glorious King, who, in the accents
of sublime and animating triumph, invites thee

to repose on his Almighty arm. " I am he who
giveth you the victory—The spirit of the Lord
is upon me, for he hath anointed me to pro-

claim liberty to the captives and the open-
ing of the prison to them that are bound

—

Strengthen the weak hands and confirm the

feeble knees—My grace shall be sufficient for

you, my strength shall be made perfect in your

weakness—Fear not then, for I am with you

—

Be not dismayed for I am your God—I will

strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold

you with the right hand of my righteousness—

•

Trust in me forever—for in the Lord Jehovah,

there is everlasting strength." Omy soul ! bow
with submissive and holy confidence to the

Almighty sceptre of thy glorious and invinci-

ble Redeemer—He Vv^ill subdue the rebellious

emotions of sinful passion, and induce the

celestial reign of peace and love. Wait upon
him, with humble and persevering faith, in

that sacred ordinance where he dispenses the

pledges of his grace, and thou shalt see his

glorious salvation displayed in thy everlasting

redemption from the ignominious bondage of

jiin. llescued by his invincible grace, from

the corrupting chains of unholy passions, thou



THURSDAY EVENING. 130

shalt rejoice in the glorious liberty of the Sons

of God.
O my soul ! when thou hast escaped from

the enthralling dominioifof sin, a contest still,

more formidable awaits thee. Death, thy

implacable enemy, will seek to. crush thee un-

der his ireful arm. Whence wilt thou de-

rive the ethereal armour, that will enable thee

to quench his fiery darts, and triumphantly to

bind, under thy victorious feet, this inexora-

ble tyrant of the human race ? Whose invinci-.

ble power will exalt thee to those immortal;

seats of blessedness, which no strength of na-.

ture can attain, and which infinitely exceed^

the merit of thy most exalted virtues.^ Thy
Almighty King, in majestic power, proclaims

himself the glorious conqueror, under whose
banners thou art to be lead to triumphant vie--

tory over death and the grave. " I am he that

liveth and was dead; and behold, I am alive-

for evermore, and have the keys of hell and
of death. O death, I have been thy plagues;

grave, I have been thy destruction. Fear
not then, ye who humbly repose on my om-.
nipotent arm. I will redeem you from death,.

1 will ransom you from the power of the grave.

Your corruption shall put on incorruption, and
your mortal immortality. In that glorious

kingdom on which I have entered, I have
prepared seats for you, and v/here I am, there

ye shall be also."—-Thy Almighty Saviour and
King, O my soul, after having conducted
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thee, triumphant, tlirough the inflamed as-

saults of thy spiritual foes, will not desert thee,

in that last awful conflict, when death enfolds

thee in his agonizing embrace. Faith in that

Almighty King, whose unseen but powerful
arm supports thee, will enable thee to foil the

deadliest assaults of thy implacable foe. In
the ardors of lively faith and gratitude, O,
then forever magnify the all-conquering powec
of the glorious King and Captain of thy sal-

vation. To invigorate thy triumphant confi-

dence, and to enliven the ardors of joyful

hope, he provides for thee, in his holy

supper, sacred and endearing pledges of his

grace and love. Penetrate, then, through
the veil of sense; and, in the humble elements
that crown the altar, behold, by the eye of
faith, the immortal body and blood of thy Re-
deemer, by whose vivifying power, thou art

nourished and strengthened to everlasting life.

On the altar, Jesus, erects the throne of re-

sistless dominion, and extends that invincible

sceptre, which is the pledge of final and glo-

rious triumph, to his followers, over the en-

raged assaults of the powers of darkness. Be
it thy habitual care, to renews, in the holy eu-

charist, thy vows of ardent faith in thy divine

Kedeemer, of subjection to his sovereign sway
—His body and blood shall quicken in thee

a spring of liix3 and consolation that never
shall decay; and which, translated into the

celestial kingdom of thy Saviour, shall flow,,
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in enrapturing and immortal streams. Oh,
esteem it a glorious and exalted privilege

which should inflame the most lively ardors of

gratitude and love, that, during thy wearisome
sojourn in this vale of tears, thou art permitted

to refresh thy drooping spirits, at the exhile-

rating fountain of immortal joys. Ever hasten,

with reverent and holy triumph, to that hal-

lowed ordinance, where thy glorious King dis-

penses strength, victory, immortal life. There,

prepare thyself by invigorating supplies of

grace, for the inevitable conflict, which, be-

fore the crown of glory rewards thee, thou
must sustain with the King of Terrors. And
when the rending pangs of sickness, or the

gradual but fatal decays of frail nature, pro-

claim the near approach of thy fell enemy,
seek, with renewed frequency and fervor, the

pledges cf thy Redeemer's grace conveyed to

thee in his holy supper. Hope, peace, and
consolation shall flow upon thy sinking spirits.

The immortal VIATICUM, transfusing di-

vine and celestial energy, shall support thee

through the darkest shadows of the desolate

vale of death. Under the guidance of the Al-
mighty Captain of thy salvation, triumphantly

mounting the everlasting hills, thou shalt

reach the city of the Living God. In the

glorious temple of the celestial Zion, those

who have been redeemed by the blood of the

Lamb, shall " serve God day and night; they

shall hunger no more, nor thirst any more,
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neither shall the sun light upon them nor any^*

heat. For the Lamb which is in the midst of
the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them
unto living fountains of water, and God shall

wipe away all tears from their eyes/'

Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power,
be unto thee, O holy Jesus! Eternal Son of.;

the Father ! who, as our divine Prophet, dost

instruct and guide us; who, as our gracious

High Priest, dost intercede for us, and bless

Qs; who, as our Almighty King, dost redeem
us from the bondage of sin and Satan, and ex-

alt us, victorious over death and the grave, to-

the immortal glories of thy celestial throne.

THE PRAYER.

ALMIGHTY^ GOD! who haft glorioufly difplayed,*

thy infinite wifdom and goodnefs, in the covenant

of mercy which thou haft offered to fallen man ; open
mine underftanding, to difcern the exalted ex-Qellen c-s

and glory of this wonderful difpenfation of grace;

and may my heart be impreiTed with the profound and
lively emotions of reverence, gratitude and love.—

-

With deep and grateful humility, I- adore thee, Al-
mighty Father, that thou haft appointed, as the Me-
diator of this gracious covenant, thy eternal and only

begotten Son, <' tlie brightnefs of thy glory, and the

cxprefs image of tliy perfon." I adore thee, that in

die Redeemer who is to reftore fallen man to thy fa-

vour are treafured thofe divine powers and glories

which render him at once the object of holy adoration
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and wcrfliip, and of lively gratitude, confidence, and
love. Glory be unto thee, O God, for thy unfpeak-

able mercy and grace in Jefus Chrift, who, as- God,
is viighfy tofave—2.^ man, is touched Syith ts.feeling for

lily injirmities. O miry I humbly and thankfully cotn-

mit the falvation of my foul, to that blefied Jefus,

whom thou haft ** anointed with the Holy Ghoft and
with power-," whom thou haft /* fet forth to be a

propitiation for the fins of the world-," whoAi thou
haft exalted to be "a Prince and a Saviour," to refcue

and redeem guilty and perifhing man. In all his di-

- vine-, glorious, and confdling offices, may- my under-
ftanding clearly and fully difcern him,—my foul fub-

. miffively and triumphantly embrace him.

As the Eternal Son ofthe Father^ m.ay I bow before

him with humble reverence and homage—m.ay I af-

cribe unto him glory and dominion—may I magnify
the divine fulnefs of his mercy, and the Almighty
energies of his grace—may I evermore triumphantly
rejoice in the certainty, the all-fufficiency, the everlaft-

ing glories of his falvation.

Grant, O God, that, embracing by faith the Saviour
as m.y divine Prophet and Inflruclor^ I may evermore
revere the glorious luftre which furrounds him—may
implicitly receive his illuftrious revelations as the only
certain ftandard of truth and duty—may ftudy with de-

-. vout admiration and gratitude his hallowed doftrines

and precepts—and with humble fidelity and zeal feek

to bring ail the powers of my foul into holy obedience

to the inftru£iions of this divine teacher whom thou

hafrfent, ^

As my gracious and compaflionate Priefl and hiter-

ccjjpry may 1 gratefully revere and celebrate his mercy
and grace—may I apply, to his precious blood, for par-

«--d6n and peace—v;ith the fpctlefs robes of his righte-

-^•Gufnefs, may I defire to be clothed, that I may efcape
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the unfparifig fcrutiny of thy juftice—through his

mediation and interceflion alone, may I feek an accefs

to the throne of thy mercy.

As my Ahpighty Kingy may I evermore profoundly

adore his eternal glory, his invincible power—may I

humbly fubmit to the fceptrc of his righteous domi-
nion—may I facredly obferve his holy decrees and
lavrs, threats and promifes—on his omnipotent arm,

may I ever place my fupreme reliance for viftory over

my fpiritual foes, for final redemption from death and
the grave.

And, Oh thou holy Jefus! Eternal Son of the Fa-

ther! have mercy upon me, "Thou, who only art

holy, who only art the Lord, who only art moft high

in' the glory of God the Father, grant me thy peace.'*

Divine Prophet cf the Higheft ! illumine my
darkened undcrftanding with tlie beams of celeftial

truth; inftru£t me in the knowledge and love of the

Father ; guide and lead me in the way of righteouDiefs,

iiolinefs, and peace.

Gracious and prevailing Pried and Interceflbr I

fprinkle my guilty foul with the blood of the atone-

ment, and prefent it pure and fpotlefs before the Fa-

ther. " By thine unknown and dreadful agonies,"

by the all-fufficiency of thy atonement, by the mighty

power of thy death, by all that thou haft done and all

that thou haft fufFered, intercede for me and blefs me,
moft compalTionate Jefus.

O thou Almighty King 1 to wliom the Father hath

given all power in heaven and in earth; ftretch out

thy omnipotent arm and fave me; fubdue every

thought, defiitf, and paflion that rifeth in rebellion

againft thee; purify and fanctify my heart by the

mighty power of thy grace; " guide and govern both

my foul and body, in the ways of thy law and in the

works of thy commandments;" in every difficulty and
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^tml, be thou my Almighty Helper and Defender;

over all my fpiritual enemies, enable mc to rife

triumphant j and finally, O thou omnipotent Saviour,

exalt me, fan£lified by tliy grace, and redeemed by
thy power, to the immortal feats of blifs thou haft pre-

pared for thy chofen.

Blefled be thy name, O thou moft High God, that,

in Jefus the Mediator, thou Kaft engaged, for my fal-

vation, omnipotent power and infinite love. Blefled*

be thy name, that thou doft invite me to that facred

banquet, where the illuminating guidance of Jefus the

divine Prophet, the all-fufficient atonement of Jefus
the merciful High Prieft, the Almighty power of Je-
fus the glorious King, are provided for the inftruclion,

comfort, and falvation of the humble and penitent.

—

Earneftly imploring thy guidance, confiding in thy
•mercy, and dedicating myfelf to thy fsrvice, may I

repair to thy holy altar, and there experience that

thou art as infinite in mercy, as almighty in power,
through Jefus Chriil, my Lord and Redeemer.

AMEN.

XThen add your usual Evening' Devotions,'}

o
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MEDITATION.

THANKFUL REMEMBRANCE OF CHRIST'S

DEATH.

TFIE devout communieant is called to pre-

pare for participating in the Lord's supper, by-

cherishing a thankful rerncmbrcnice of the

death of Christ, This sacred ordinance is,

indeed, powerfully calculated to impress on

the mind the most lively and affecting idea of

the sufferings of the Redeemer. The period of

its institution carries us back to that dark and

sorrow^ful hour, when the bkssed Jesus, whose

life had exhibited one continued course of

beneficence and mercy, in the near prospect

of an ignominious death, was shedding on

the beloved companions of his sufferings, his

mournful blessing, and laying upon them the

sacred injunctions of his dying love. It brings

to our view, in all its direful horrors, and in

all its affecting glory, the cross, on which,

the Saviour was consumed, by the fires of di-

vine justice, and on which he poured out his

life a sacrifice for the sins of die world. This
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iioly ordinance presents, to the view of faith,

under forcible symbols, the victim again

bound and offered on the altar. The bread

broken on the altar forcibly recals to our

mournful recollection the sacred body of the

Saviour, which was bruisedfor our iniquities

by the tremendous arm of divine wrath. And
the zvine which is pressed from the grape, is a

'lively emblem of that precious blood which
the agonizing burden of oar sins pressed from
the tortured body of the Saviour of the world.

O my soul, discern through these humble but
affecting emblems, thy crucined Lord; and,

penetrated with the view of his awful agonies,

render him the homage of ardent gratitude and
love.

The thankful remembrance which thou art

called to cherish, of the death of thy Redeemer,
is not merely a glow of sympathy and sor-

row which the view of suffering and dis-

tress is calculated to excite in every heart.

Thou art to contemplate the sufferings of

Christ, not as the sufferings of a conrmon man:,

but as the sufferings of a divine instructor,

come to proclaim the most important truths to

the world, to enforce and seal them by his suf-

ferings and death; and as the sufferings of a
divine Redeemer who atoned for cur sins, and
purchased, by his blood, our everlasting re-

demption. Consider the sufferings of Christ

as a powerful seal to the truth of his holy reli-

gion; consider his sufferings and death as the

all-sufficient expiation for the sins of man

—
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finally, consider them as powerfully impress-
ing and enforcing, the spirit of meekness^
patience and love, the essential and principal

characteristics of his disciples. This view of
the sufferings of Christ, will tend to excite the

emotions of devout admiration, faith, gratitude

and love; and it will also tend to impress on
the heart the most useful and important in-

struction, the most grateful and exalted joy

and consolation.

Consider the sufferings and death of Christ

as a powerful seal to the religion he pro-

claimed.

In the humble and suffering Saviour whom
the altar sets forth, we behold displayed mag-
nanimity, condescension, disinterested love,

that call for our devout, and grateful admi-
ration, and that tend to excite our full and
firm confidence in the divine instructor who,
by these sufferings, sealed the truth of his mis-

sion. He was ushered into the w^orld not

amidst the sumptuous splendour of courts and
palaces; but amidst the meaness, the incle-

mencies, the degradations of a manger. He
chose, for his kindred in the flesh, not the no-

ble, the rich and the mighty ; but the humble,

the obscure, the despised. He selected, for

the sacred companions of his private hours,

for the affectionate soothers of his cares

and sorrows, for the endeared partakers of

all his labours and instructions, not the

learned, the refined, and the wealthy; but

fishermen, humble, illiterate, and contemned.
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He courted, not the cheering company of the

gay, the luxurious, and the opulent;—but the

contemned society of the children of poverty,

of ignorance and affliction. The Iledeemer

did not proudly surround himself with the

splendid and luxurious trappings of wealth

and powder j he did not sedulously court the

,

seducing ease of elevated and wealthy stations,

.

and shun the w^alks of poverty, calamity, and^

distress

—

Ahl revilings, contempt, insult re-

paid all the prodigies of love which distin-

guished his- beneficent life. At the un-

righteous and cruel judgment seat af Pilate,

this innocent and holy martyr \Yas arraigned

—

All the insults and tortures which ingenious

and inflamed malice could suggest, were
poured into that hallowed bosom w^hich beat

only with, ardent love to mankind—On Cal-

vary's Alount that innocent blood w^as poured

forth, W'hich pleaded for mercy on the barba-

rous hands; that shed it. Oh I my soul! im-

potent is language to do even feeble justice

to the exaltecl magnanimity, the astonishing

love of , the. holy Jesus. His divine dignity

and glory rendered still more astonishing

and profound the stoops of his mercy. The
uncreated image of the Father's glory, was
born, the child of poverty and wretchedness.

He, who in heaven received the profound
adoration of the angelic host, placed himself

among the ignorant and profligate herd of

publicans and sinners. He, w^ho held in bi^

02
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hand the thunders of omnipotence, calmly sub-

mitted to be the sport of an infuriate rabble.

He, whose head divine lustre surrounded,
was crowned with thorns, and mocked with
the impious acclamations of his implacable
enemies. The Lord of life and glory, he,

who created, and sustained the worlds, sunk
in the agonies of death an ignominious vic-

tim on the cross. The bitter sufferings,

which, unmitigated and uncheered by friendly

sympathy, pursued him, afford the strongest

proof that no sinister motives of pride, of in-

terest or ambition could have swayed his

breast. The exalted messages of salvation

which he proclaimed, the pure and heavenly

precepts which he inculcated, the works of

mercy and love which he performed, did not
procure for him affection, gratitude, and love;

they did not receive the applauses, and honors

by which the benefactors of mankind are re-

warded. Ah! Contumely, insult and death

crowned his benevolent exertions. O my
soul ! thy Saviour exhibited, in his suffering

life, the strongest proof of sincere and disin-

terested zeal, of exalted and magnanimous
virtue. Persevering in his divine work of

love, though contempt and suffering met him
at every step; though he foresaw, that the ma-
lignant hatred of his enemies would at length

prevail in his destruction; and that, amidst

their bitter taunts and revilings, he should

sustain an ignominious death, thy exalted Re-
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deemer claims thy highest admiration and
confidence. Zeal, thus self-denying and dis-

interested, in the pursuit of the noblest ob-
jects, should silence every base and ungene-
rous suspicion. Contemplating the divine

fortitude and resolution, with which, the Sa-

viour sealed in death the truth of the doctrines-^

which, through his suffering life, he had in-

culcated, thou shouldest acknowledge, in the

holy fervors of a faith, like that which ani-

mated the Centurion beholding at the cross

the magnanimity and patience of the crucified

Redeemer

—

'^ Truly this was the Son of God."
At the altar, therefore, O my soul, thou art

called to commemorate the sufferings and
death of a divine teacher, whose magnani-
mity, fortitude and patience, while they claim
thy fervent love, gratitude, and homage, are

powerfully calculated to confirm, strengthen

and exalt the ardors of thy faith. Contem-
plate the gross ignorance of all the interesting

truths and duties connected with the spiritual

welfare, hopes, and destination of man, v/hich

enveloped the world, before this divine teacher

rose in the glorious splendor of celestial truth

and knowledge. Contemplate the impious
superstition, the cruel rites, the debasing
crimes which enthralled the world, before this

divine teacher, by the lustre of his beams,
chased before him the dark clouds of pagan
idolatry, error, and vice. Then turn thy view
to the glorious revelation, which he promul-
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gated'; to the splendid lustre which it sheds on
all the duties and all the hopes of man, on
every religious and moral truth, which can
awaken fiis desires or his fears, which can con-

duce to his present or eternal welfare. In the

revelation of Jesus Christ, the ardent desires

of the soul, seeking, with earnest solicitude, the

path to duty and bliss which a blind and er-

ring reason in vain endeavoured to discover,

are fully gratified—the way is tracked out,

with luminous lustre, to the throne of God

—

resplendent light and glory burst from the

gloomy mansions of the tomb. O my soul!

adore with lively gratitude and faith, the di-

vine teacher, who hath sealed to thee these

glorious truths and hopes by the resistless and
affecting testimony of his blood. While the

tears of lively sympathy and sorrow are shed

over the sacred memorials, which recall to

thy remembrance \hc pungent and unparalleled

sufferings of thy blessed Lord, let the altar

be also the hallowed throne, where, thou

dost present the grateful vows of fidelity and
obedience to that divine teacher, who, frorn

the terrors and agoniesof the cross, shed light

y

life, and immortality on the world.

THE PRAYER.

O MOST MERCIFUL GOD! who haft given

ns thy only begotten Son, to be our divine guide and

teacher, to lead u§ from the darknefs of ignorance and



FRIDAY MORNING. 153

error Into the glorious light of thy truth; grant, that

the contemplation of his patience, his refolution, his

magnanimity and fortitude under the various fufFerings

which afTailcd him, while it awakens my lively grati-

tude, may ferve to cherifh and confirm my faith in his

glorious do6lrines. May the ardent, the difinterefted,

the perfcvering zeal, which the Saviour difplayed, in

encountering the malicious calum.ny and perfecution

with which his relentlefs enemies repaid him for his.

benevolent inftruftions, excite at once my admiration,

my gratitude, and fteadfaft confidence. I bless thee,

moft holy Jefus, that thou waft not deterred, from
the profecution of thy divine work of enlightening

and reftoring fallen man, by the fufFerings and perfe-

cutions that aiTailed thee—by the profpe£l: of the ig-

nominious death that was to clofe thy infinite labour

of love. I blefs thee, moft holy Jefus, that by the

iliedding of thy precious blood in atteftation of the

fublime and glorious truths thou didft promulgate,
thou haft afforded the higheft evidence of thy fincerity,

thy divine and difintereifed benevolence and zeal. O
may I evermore love and ferve thee as a divine and
beneficent teacher, who, in proclaiming and eftablifh-

ing the glorious revelation of mercy and grace, con-

fulted only our peace, our welfare, our inftru6tion,

and everlafting confolation; and benignantly and gen-
eroully facrificed thy own cafe, comfort, happinefs,

and life. O may the commemoration of thy fufFerings

and death in thy holy fup per powerfully recal to my
awakened feelings, the infinite condefcenfions of thy
love, the painful facrifices, the awful conflids which
thou didft fuftain in the eftablifhment of that divine

difpenfation of grace, by which thou haft ftied the lu-

minous rays of immortal truth and glory on a blind

and pcrifhing world. Receiving with humble grati-

tude and faith the memorials of thy love, may I refo-
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lutely and fervently devote myfelf to thy fervice.

—

Evermore following the light of thy divine inftru^lions,

and regulating my life by thy celeftial doctrines and
precepts, may I thus evidence the fmcerity of my gra-

titude, my faith and love, and feek, in fome meafure
to make amends to thee for the contumely, fcorn, and
fuffering, with which, while on earth, thy benevo-
lent inftrudions and labours were repaid. O thou
eternal light of the world, '< fend forth thy light and
truth. Let them lead me, let them bring me to thy

holy hill— to God my exceeding joy," to the biifsful

fruition of the excellency and glory of the Father, the.

Son and the Holy Glioft, for ever and ever.—AMEN,,

[Then add your usual Morning Devotions.

1

Friday Evening..

MEDITATION,.

THANKFUL REMEMKRANCE OF THE DEATH OF CHRIST—^.

CHARITY V/ITH AJ-L MEN..

TKOU hast been gratefully contempTatlngi

O my soul, the sufferings and death of Christ

as affording affecting and powerful evidence
of the divinity of his missioji and the truth of
his doctrine. Turn now thy mournful view
to the sufferings and death of Christ as an all-

snjfcient expiation and atcr.emcnt for sin.
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The'Siiffermfi^s of Christ, considered as the

•infinite price or the ransom of a guilty world
from condemnation and misery, rise to the

highest importance,and significance, and claim
our most profound adoration and love. From
the awful gloom of suffering and sorrow, the

illustrious virtues of magnanimity, patience,

and fortitude will, indeed, shine forth with the

brightest and most affecting lustre. Contrast-

ed with the awful horrors or that eventful hour,

when, in the agonies of death aggravated by
every painful circumstance of reproach, insult,

and ignominy, our divine instructor closed his

suffering life, how resplendent and endearing
"appear the mild and submissive patience, the

ardent and benignant love which he displayed.

Hising triumphantly from the dark cloud of
suffering which enveloped the cross, the holy
Jesus appears cloathed with the celestial

radiance of divine power and glory, and with
irresistible authority and conviction, proclaims
to the world the ev^erlasting dispensation of
grace, and imposes the luminous and immuta-
ble rules of truth and duty. But when, with
the authority of a divine Instructor, we con-
nect the mercy and power of an Almighty
Rcdtemery the sufferings and death of Christ,

which, before inspired admiration, gratitude
and confidence, will penetrate us with emotions
of the most profound adoration, and will ex-
cite the liveliest fervors of love, the most ardent
triumphs of holy faith. A Redeemer, who, in
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sustaining the penalties of sin, rescues us from
its awful condemnation ; who, in sinking

under the angry stroke of death, breaks forever

the sceptre of the relentless tyrant 3 who, in

yielding for a short period to the dominion of

the prince and powers of darkness, bursts for-

ever the degrading and torturing chains which
they had casrt on guilty man ; a Redeemer

—

who from the cross which was the ignomini-

ous scene of the temporary triumphs of his

foes, displays the splendid banners of victory,

and "proclaims liberty to the captives, and
the opening of the prison to them that were
bounds" a Redeemer—who thus turns igno-

miny, suffering, and death into triumph, vic-

tory and glory, presents a display of mysterious

and divine power, which, while it transcends

and confounds our feeble comprehensions,

should excite the profound and grateful fervors

of adoration and love. Contemplate, then, O
my soul, the sufferings of Christ, as the price of

thy redemption. View thyself as fallen from
that exalted rectitude and glory which distin-

guished thy primeval state, into the awful

abyss ofblindness,depravity and guilt. Regard
thyself—as having forfeited the cheering favor

of that merciful Being whose favor is the only

source of bliss—-as obnoxious to the indigna-

tion of that Almighty Sovereign, whose angry
frown awakens misery and despair. Ah ! when
thou art thus abased by the humiliating and
poignant conviction of thy guilt and wretched-
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ness, thou wilt be able to estimate the full and
exalted value of those unparalled sufterings

by which the Son of God achieved thy rescue

from condemnation and death. Yes—''wdiile

we were yet sinners," in a state of avowed and
presumptuous rebellion against the Supreme
Majesty of Heaven, of ungrateful and perverse

contempt of the mercy and goodness of our

Almighty Benefactor and Father—while our

crimes and impiety called for the arm of divine

justice to crush and confound us, the infinite

love of God prompted the w^onderful purpose
of our redemption, and " Christ," the Eternal

Son, clothed with our nature, " died for us"

—

The poverty, the scorn, the persecution, the

ignominy, the direful agonies of the cross which
overwhelmed him, were the punishments due
to our sins, they were the glorious price of our

redemption. Blessed Jesus ! rce* transgressed

the righteous laws of our God ; and tlioii, in-

nocent and guiltless, didst sustain the penalties

due to our crimes

—

We incurred the sentence
of divine justice ; and thou, the immaculate
Lamb, didst sink under its avenging curse

—

We w^ere enthralled by the degrading and mi-

serable chains of the prince of darkness ; tJiou

didst sustain the overwhelming shock of his

fiery assaults, to rescue ?/^ from his'dominion

—

We w^ere bowed down, the miserable captives

of death, the relentless tyrant of our race

—

thou

didst bare thy bosom to his deadly dart, which,

drinking up thy blood, was quenched forever !

P
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Oh, profound mystery of love! that calls for

the deepest adoration, for the most lively and
unceasing emotions of gratitude. O my soul

!

is it possible for thee to contemplate, un-

moved and unaffected, the agonizing suffer-

ings and conflicts which, the Redeemer sus-

tained, in effecting, the glorious purpose of

his love—thy redem)>tion from guilt and
misery and death. The heir of guilt and
wretchedness-—^shall not the emotions of
holy gratitude be excited to the gracious Re-
deemer, whojby offering himself the victim to

divine justice, expiates thy guilt, and consoles

thee with the enlivening offer of mercy and
pardon. -Bound by the invincible chains of

sin and death, wilt thou not celebrate, in tri-

^umphant strains, the grace and power of that

Almighty Conqueror, who, by the shedding of

his blGod,hath purchased thy redemption from
this degrading bondage. Doomed, through

transgression, to sustain the oppressing cares,

the painful changes of this vale of sorrow,

and destitute of the consolatory assurance that

beyond the gloomy mansions of the grave,

a brighter day of rest and peace shall dawn
upon thee—Oh—shall not the exulting jubilee

of adoration and praise be directed to that di-

vine Saviour, who, having passed through the

dark valley of the shadowof death, hath chased

from it the fearful spectres that hold in it their

reign, and opened to thee a joyful and trium-

phant passage to immortal glory and felicity.
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That thankful remembrance of the death of
Christ, with which it is thy duty always to

commemorate his love in the holy supper, will

be most strongly excited, and cherished by
frequently and seriously considering, the state

of condemmatioU;, of guilt, and misery from
w^hich the Saviour, by his death, redeemed
thee, and the exalted and immortal blessings

which through his mediation are conferred

vipon thee. Accustomed ever to consider the

cross of Christ as the divine fountain, w^hence

flow all thy spiritual hopes and consolations,

it will be endeared to thee as the sacred^ledge
of thy salvation; and at the altar thou w^ilt fix

the eye of grateful and stedfask faith on the

Lamb ofGod, who,by the sufferings and death
there commemorated, hath taken away the sinr

of the ziwrld.

Let the awful exhibition of divine justice

in that sacrifice which under lively symbols is

set forth at the altar, impress thee, O my soul,

with the inflexible and severe indignation of
God against the impenitent transgressors of
his laws. If God withheld not the sword of
his justice, though it penetrated the bosom of
his beloved Son clothed in the person of man
with the sins of the w^orld, will he spare the
impenitent sinner,who defies the awful display
of divine justice, and contemns the affecting
manifestation of divine mercy, which the sa-

crifice of the cross affords.
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Bat if thou art deeply penitent for thy

offences, and sincerely disposed to re-

nounce and forsake them, approach the al-

tar y and while thou dost there contemplate

the lively memorials of the sufferings and
death of thy Lord, thankfully celebrate

the triumphs of his cross by which thy re-

demption was effected. From the cross,where

an all-sufficient victim satisfies the claims of

divine justice, beams in illustrious splendour

that eternal mercy,which diffuses unfailing and
exalted peace and joy, through the troubled

spirit. There flows, as from a rich and ex-

haustless fountain, that precious blood which
will wash away the foulest stains of sin

—

In

the unutterable agonies of the Lord of life, the

i^exactions of divine justice are fulfilled to the

uttermost—The righteousJudge of heaven and

earth, beholding the authority of his laws

which had been violated and insulted, fully

and effectually vindicated and preserved, ex-

tends the sceptre of mercy to the penitent of-

fender. Oh, then, my soul, let the altar,

which conveys to thee the exalted merits and

blessings of the cross, ever witness thy humble

penitence, thy lively and grateful recollection

of that painful and ignominious death, which

was the price of thy pardon, peace, and

everlasting salvation. And when the sacred

elements, received by lively faith, convey to

thee, the vivifying and strengthening virtue
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of the body and blood of Christ, let the ar-

dent burst of gratitude ascend to that God,
who on the eternal throne of mercy is recon-

conciling the world unto himself—to that di-

vine and immaculate Lamb, who was slain

and offered an all-sufficient and glorious vic-

tim, to redee?n thee by his blood.

The grateful contemplation of the sufferings

.and death of Christ should also impress on thee
that spirit of huviilify, patience and universal

charitij which the Saviour eminently display-

ed, and which are the essential characteris-

tics of his true disciples.

The sufferings of Christ afford a brilliant

and powerful, attestation of the truth of his

r/cc/7'/«t'i'-—Theylpresent a still higher claim
to our gratitude, and becom.e still more en-

deared to our grateful remembrance, by their

infinite efficacy as an all-sufficient expiation

of our sins and guilt—And they farther de-

mand our grateful recollection as impressing

upon us, .in the most powerful and affecting

manner, the great and important virtues

which will assimilate us to our divine master,

humilitx/y, patience^ and universal love. In
order to.behold a striking and affecting exhi-

bition of the meek, the humble, and lowly
spirit of the Christian calling; in order ta cor-

rect those false ideas of religion, so grateful

to corrupt nature, and therefore so generally

entertained, which represent its sacred claims
as entirely compatible with the gratification

P2
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of the proud, the revengeful, the aspiring pas-

,sions of the heart; in order to contemplate a
noble and affecting display of uniform resig-

nation, perfect patience, and exalted love, un-
der aillictions the most severe, injuries the

most poignant, and persecutions the most
implacable—we must contemplate the charac-

ter of the blessed Jesus and follow him through
his suifering life. " He grew up as a tender

plant and as a root out of the dry ground. He
had no form or comeliness; and when we saw
him, there was no beauty that we should de-

sire him. He was despised and rejected ofmen,
a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.

He was oppressed and he was afflicted, yet

he opened not his mouth. He was led as a

• lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before

her shearers is dumb, so lie opened not his

mouth. AVhen he was reviled, he reviled

not again. When he suffered, he threatened

not." Patient and holy lamb of God! bitter

anguish and misery penetrated thy innocent

bosom;—and shall we, whose aggravated sins

and guilt loudly demand suffering and punish-

ment, expect to pass along the easy path of

pleasure and indulgence ? Scorn and persecu-

r*'tion, pouring their revengeful fires on thy

holy head, awakened only thy blessings and
thy prayers;—and shall we, whom the con-

sciousness of imperfection and guilt, should

cover with deep humility, proudly cherish a

resentful and implacable temper? Sustaining
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the accumulated sins of a guilty world, thy

innocent spirit was pressed down by the

vengeful arm of divine justice—thou wast
stretched on the rack of divine wrath till the

agony of thy soul burst forth in great drops
of blood—Ah ! when thou didst thus exhaust
the bitter dregs of that cup of trembling
which the indignation of heaven had prepared
as the punishment of our guilt, shall we impa-
tiently murmur at those slight but salutary

chastisements and afflictions which are merci-
fully designed to promote our spiritual and
eternal health and perfe^on. O my soul^

thy patient, meek, and humble Redeemer
left thee an example that thou shouldest fol-

low his steps.—The virtues of humility, pa-
tience, and universal lov€, he powerfully il-

lustrated and enforced by his own humble,
suffering, and benevolent life. Worthy of
thy liveliest gratitude is the infinite conde-
scension of thy blessed Lord, who, to animate
and aid thy obedience, has himself performed
every precept which he enjoins, has himself
sustained sacrifices and sufferings infinitely

greater than those to which thou art called.

Behold then exhibited in his life the most
glorious model of duty, the most animating
incentives to cherish those humble, lowly,

patient and benevolent virtues, which illus-

triously adorned the. Saviour's character.

—

Distinguished and exalted the privilege of the

disciples of Christ, that they are called to walk
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in that path of suffering and trial which their

divine Redeemer trod before them. Honora-
ble those sorrows and alBictions which conr

form the believer to the image of his divine

Lord, and prepare him for the fruition of those

glories to which, as the reward of his patience,

the Saviour is exalted. Murmur not, O my
soul, under that cross with which thy Re-
deemer did patiently labor up the steep of

Calvary. The^ path of suffering and trial

which thy Saviour tracked out, thou must pa-

tiently follow, if thou wilt attain the celestial

glories on which he has entered. It is the

declaration which his own lips proclaimed and
which his suffering life has sealed, *' If any
man will be my disciple, let him deny him-

self and take up his cross and follow me.

—

Through much tribulation ye must enter into

the kingdom of heaven.*' Animated by his

glorious example, and cheered by the heaven-

ly voice, which, from the throne of eternal

majesty and power, he directs to thee, *** be

of good cheer, I have overcome the world"-*-

resolve, to preserve thy allegiance to him
amidst the most furious assaults of temptation

and persecution,—resolve, to glorify his mer-

cy and power in the most bitter agonies of

suffering and death. At the altar, where

the affecting representation of the sorrows and
agonies of thy Lord, forcibly reminds thee

that those, who would resemble him in the

glories of his resurrection, must be conformed
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to him In the likeness of his humiliating suf-

ferings and death, thankfully commemorate
the animating aids and incentives to patience

and resignation which his blessed life affords;

—draw from the exhaustless fountain of his

grace the strengthening succours wdiich will

exalt thee triumphant over the assaults of

temptation and sorrow.

The suffering life of the Redeemer is cal-

culated to impress on thee, O my soul, the

.

humble, the lowly, the patient, and benevolent
virtues which constitute the highest perfection

of thy nature, w^hich are productive of the

highest joys and consolations, and which are

indispensible qualifications for future blessed-

ness. With the liveliest gratitude, therefore,

should those sufferings be remembered, which
are fraught with instruction so beneficial and
exalted. There is no virtue however, Vv^hich

the contemplation of the sufferings and death
of Christ more strongly inculcates than charity

or inihersal love. Love is the celestial soul

of his religion, it is the animarting spring of

every other grace and virtue, the eternal cen-
tre to which they all tend, and in which they
will all finally become absorbed. This vir-

tue, the inseparable badge of the true disciples

of Christ, attaches the soul with the most lively

and vigorous ardour to God, the source of
every excellence, the infinite author of every
mercy,-—in Christ Jesus, the God of everlast-

ing compassion and grace. It inspires the soul
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with the most lively affection for man, who'

bears the image of that divine Being whom
she adores,—who shares in the common wants

and sorrows that oppress her,—who is re-

deemed by the blood of the same Saviour,

and sanctified by the same Almighty Spirit,—-

and who looks forward to the same immor-
tal destiny. Christians animated by the di-

vine principle of love, will uniformly endea-

vour'^ to keep the unity of the Spirit in the

bond of peace"—to preserve the harmony and

order of that holy Church, through which the

streams of mercy and grace from the divine

Redeemer are conveyed to them, and by

which they are to be trahied for the united and

immortal celebration of the praises of their

God in the Church-triumphant. Regarding

one another as partakers of these divine and

celestial privileges, as destined for the same

transcendent and eternal state of perfection

and bliss, they will feel themselves united to-

gether by the most affecting and powerful

ties. Yes—resting for pardon on the same

precious blood, quickened and sanctified by

the same Almighty Spirit, prepared for the in-

heritance of glory by the same course of suf-

fering and trial, fellow-pilgrims through the

same vale of tears to a blissful and eternal rest

—united thus in the participation of the same

wants and sorrows, in the possession of the

same divine privileges, in the fruition ot the

same glorious and immortal promises, Chris-
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tjans should also be united by the most sacred

and endearing' emotions of tenderness and
kindness—The Spirit of divine love shedding
through their hearts its quickening power,
should excite them to endeavour to remove
or alleviate, by every act of sympathy and af-

fection, the obstacles and afflictions that assail

them in their progress—to enliven their weari-

some pilgrimage by celebrating, in holy con-
cord, the glories of that heavenly city towards
which they are advancing. Destined to unite

in strains of everlasting love and joy before

the throne of the Eternal, their spirits should
be attuned on earth to the harmonious cele-

bration of the praises of their God. Oh ! what
an exalted exhibition of holy joy and peace
would the world present, did this spirit of di-

vine love pervade and animate the souls of
Christians. This vale of tears and misery,

where discord, suspicion, envy and revenge,
blast the few joys which lie scattered along
the path of life, would be converted into a
paradise of love and peace, fair and exalted
as that in which man, at first, enjoyed the

blissful smiles of his glorious Maker.
This spirit of universal charity so sublime

and noble in its origin and nature, so benefi-

cial and exalted in its effects, is enjoined on
thee, O my soul, by the most powerful and
affecting considerations; and it is an indispen-

sible qualification for that holy supper, where,
christians profess themselves to be connected
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by the holy ties of a Redeemer*s merits and'

blood. From the altar, the sacred and ten-

der voice of the Saviour, implores his fol-

lowers, by that precious blood which is their

common and supreme affiance, by that quick-

ening Spirit of love and consolation which he
sheds through their hearts, by those blissful

and immortal hopes which he hath purchased
for them all—by that infinite and unutterable

love which, through, his suffering life and
agonizing death he displayed for them, he

implores them—to "love one another." " This

is my commandment, that ye love one ano-

ther.'* Blessed Jesus! who shrunk from no
sufferings to achieve our redemption—we ow^e

thee the supreme devotion of our souls which
thou hast purchased. And didst thou require

as the pledge of our gratitude the renuncia-

tion of our* ease and enjoyment, cheerfully

should the feeble and inadequate tribute be
rendered. Base then and highly criminal the

apathy which would lead us to disobey thy

dying injunction to cherish the exalted virtue"

of charity and love, the ornament and perfec-

tion of our nature, the source of the purest

and most refined joys.

Advance then to the altar, O my soul,

cherishing the emotions of lively benevolaice

for all manJdnd. Embrace in thy benevolent

regard the whole human race. Resolve

to promote by ardent and persevering exer-

tion the welfare and happiness of thy fellow
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men. The disciple of a Redeemer who went
about doing good, let no opportunity be

omitted of imitating thy blessed Lord in acts

of beneficence and mercy. Following the

steps of thy compassionate Master, seek out

the gloomy abodes of poverty and wretched-

ness; and while thy beneficence pours gladness

into the hearts of the children of sorrow, di-

rect their humble trust and hope to that gra-

cious Providence "' without v»' hose knowledge,
not even a sparrow falleth to the ground"

—

direct their glowing desirc^^ to those abodes
of undecaying peace and bliss, "where the

wicked cease from troubling, and where the

weary are at rest." The blessing of those who
were ready to perish shall descend upon
thee. Animated by that spirit of divine

love which assimilates thee to thy blessed

Kedeemer, he will acknowledge thee, at

his holy supper, as an acceptable and fa-

voured guest. And when from the ever-

lasting fountain of grace and mercy opened
on the altar, the exhilarating streams of
peace and joy are dispensed to thee, let

thy ardent prayers be directed to heaven, that

the bread of life may diffuse its immortal and
invigorating efficacy through the earth; that

^11 the guilty and perishing sons of men may
have access to that refreshing and purifying

blood, which washes away the deepest stains

of sin.

a
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Advance to the altar, animated with pecu-
liar and sacred afFection for those who as

Christians are connected with thee by the

endearing ties of the Redeemer''s merits and
grace.

For those who are of the " household of

faith ^;'* who, admitted into the christian cove-

nant, place their hopes of salvation on the mc^
rits and grace of that Redeemer w^ho is thy

only trust and refuge; the most sacred ancl

lively emotions of tenderness and affection

should be cheris^hed. The sincere and real

followers of Christ are connected together

by the sacred ties of a Saviour's love, of his

Almighty grace renewing and animating their

souls. These ties are destined'to be as exalted

and eternal as those celestial exercises which
will engage the spirits of the blest, be-

fore the throne of God, in the unceasing

strains of adoration arid praise. Look upon
those then, O my soul, who, united with

thee to the Redeemer by a living faith, com-
memorate, at the altar, the rich displays of

his grace and mercy, as thy destined compa-
nions in the celebration of the riches of re-

deeming love, which, through eternal ages

will constitute the glory and the bliss of the

church triumphant. Oh ! let the exalted con-

sideration that the bands of christian fellow-

ship and affection shall rievei: be dissolved,

excite thy warmest and most tender affec-

tion for those with wliom thou art destined
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to drink ineffable bliss at those celestial

streams which flow forever in the glorious-

city of the living God. Let the precious em-
blems of the Saviour's love, which with his

humble followers thou dost receive at his holy

supper, bind thee to them by the cords of

friendship and affection, which no ungenerous

selfishness or envy, no unkind suspicions or

resentments shall ever tarnish or dissolve.

Ah ! over the YiveVy memo ?iaIs of that infinite

grace to which they are indebted for those

immortal hopes Which alone cheer and brigh-

ten the wearisome pilgrimage of life, let the

jrjembers of Christ's mystical body, vow to

each other sacred fellowship and affection—
let them ardently resal^ve tr> " to put away all.

fcitterness and wrath and anger and clamour,
and evil speaking with all malice—and to

be kind one to another, tender-hearted, for-

giving one another, even as God for Christ's

sake hath forgiven them."
And as the perfection and consummation

of Christian charity, the devout communicant
should advance to the altar, heartily disposed

to forgive and to love his enemies.

h was the pressing injunction of our dying
master; it is made the indispensible condition

of^our receiving, forgiveness at the hands of
our Almighty Judge; it is constituted by our
Lord, the sacred plea by which we are to sup-

plicate forgiveness from heaven, that wefor-
irive others their tresmsses against us. The
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forgiveness of our enemies, consists, in ex*

ercising towards them those benevolent af-

fections which, by the constitution of human
nature and the command of God, we are

bound to exercise towards all mankind; in the

ready expression of our good will to them; in

refraining from every act of unkindness or re-

sentment towards them; and in a cordial desire

and disposition to effect a reconciliation with

them. As it is one of the most difficult virtues,

so it is one of the most noble and exalted

—

in the highest degree perfective of human na-

ture, and fruitful of the highest and the most

sublime joys. It rescues us from those painful

anxieties, from those intolerable convulsions

^.vhich agitate the breast that is the seat of

gloomy revenge—It sheds that ineffable and

delightful tranquility which is alone the por-

tion of the bosom that is at peace with the

world— It animates the soul with the elevated

reflection that in overcoming the direful pas-

sion of revenge, she has gained the trophies

of the most sublime and exalted victory— It

assimilates man to that gracious and merciful

Being, who doeth good to the unthankful and

the evil—It advances him into an intimate and

glorious resemblance to that divine Saviour,

who, in the ardours of infinite love, suppli-

cated the pardoning efficacy of his blood for

the relentless enemies who, with insatiable and

malignant fury, hunted him to the cross. Ah !

the devout communicant whose heart is deeply

penetrated with the display of unutterable
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mercy which the cross affords, will bury at the

foot of the altar all his enmities, jealousies, and

resentments. The blood of his Saviour pene-

trating through his heart v/ill extinguish, by

its potent efficacy, every wrathful passion.

Love to God and man, ardent, holy, and con-

stant as the fire of the eternal altar at which

it is kindled, will alone inflame and animate

his soul.

AN ACT OF THANKSGIVING,

FOR THE

HUMILIATION AND SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST.

Praifes evermore be unto thee^ Eternal Son of God^

who didjt take our nature upon theey and for us

didjl become obedient unto death) even the death of the

crofs,

THAT, when by Impious rebellion against our

Sovereign God and merciful Father, v/e had fallen

from our (late of primeval re^lltude and glory, had
forfeited all title to the light of God's countenance,
and incurred his awful indignation and wrath—that,

when juftice inexorably urged our excifion, and divine

holinefs inflexibly demanded the vindication of a vio-

lated law—that, when among the hofl of heaven " there

was none to help," among the Innumerable orders of
created beings « there was none to uphold," none
whofe " arm could bring falvatlon" for us—that, in

Q2
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this our hopelefs Rate of condemnation and mifcry,

when the mercy of the Ahnighty Father prompted,
thou diclll: wiUing]y undertake thj oilice of our Re-
deemer

—

Praifis evermore be unto thee^ O Eternal Son of God.

That thou, who " wall with the Father before the

worid was," " the brightnefs of his glory and the ex-

prefs image of his perfon"—thou, whom Cherubim
and Seraphim adored, and to whom the exahed hod
of heaven bowed fubrriihve—didft cheerfully (loop to

'

veil thy unutterable glory in our frail and miferable

nature

—

Praifes evermore be tmto thee, Eternal Son of God.

That thou didil relinquifli the infinite felicity of the

Godhead, to be born, in our nature, of a humble and
obfcure famiily ; to be ufliered into the world among
the beafts of the ftall; and to fuftain the wants and

pains of infancy and childhood,—when thou couldft

have commanded the homage of the univerfe, and en-

circled thyfelf with celeftial majefty and fplendor

—

Praifes evermore be tmto iheey moji Holy Jejus^

Eternal Son of God.

That thou, whom angels and archangels counted it

their glory fubmiffively to ferve, didft thyfelf become

fubjetl to thy parents, rendering them reverence and

obedience *, and through the whole of thy benevolent

life didft become xhtfervant of mankind in adminifter-

ing to their neceflities

—

Praifes evermore be unto thee^ O mo/i Holy jfffi'Sy

Eternal Son of God.

That, in the profecution of the benevolent work of

our redemption, thou didft fuftain want, and fufferingi

•and forrow, and didft even wander without a place to

lay thy head,—when thou,waft entitled to the eternal

throne of univerfal dominion

—
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- Praifes evermore be unto thee^ O w.ojl Holy Jefus,

Eternal Son of God.

That thou didil encounter fliame, indignity and in-

fait-, didil aiTpciate with the refufe of mankind; and

patiently didft fubmit to the charge of acting in con-

cert with the Prince and powers of darknefs—when
thou couldft have commanded, for thy attendants, th^

brighteft Seraphs that miniiter in the court of heaven

—

Traifes evermore ha unto thee^ mojl Holy Jefus^

Eternal Son of GocL

That, in the day of thy humiliation a-s a fufFering

Saviour, thou didft become " a man of forrows and
acquainted with grief j that, laden with the fins of a

guilty world, thou didft appear " without form or

comelinefs," " thy vifage marred more than any man
and thy form more than the fons of men'-—that, in

the garden of Gethfamane, uncheered by the watch-

ful fympathy of thy difciples, thou didft, friendlefs

and alone, " tread the wine-prefs," cf tliy Father's

wrath; and " drink the dregs of that cup of trem-

bling" which infufed direful horrors through thy foul,

and bathed thy convulfed body in a bloody fweat

—

Pratfes evermore he unto thee^ mojl Holy JefuSy

Eternal Son of God.

That thou didft fubmit to be betrayed by one of thy

•difciples, and " lead as a lamb to the llaughter," by thy

.implacable enemies; that, deferted by thy jimid and
faithlcfs followers, thou didft patiently fuljmit, in the

hall of the High Prieft, and at the tribunal of Pilate, to

he unjuftly arraigned and condemned, to be buffetetl

and fpit upon, fcourged and mocked—when thy on;-

nipotent word could have ftruck to the earth thy

vengeful adverfaries

—

Praifes evermore he unto theey mojl Holy JefuSy

Eternal Son of God,



17 5 FRIDAY EVENING.

That thou didft patiently labour undeif the heavy

load of the ignominious crol's on which thou wall to

fufFer—and, condemned as a malefactor, didft, amidil

the cruel taunts of thy enemies, fuftain the agonies of

death made more dreadful to thy tender and fufcepti-

ble Spirit by the wrath of thy Father which, kindled by
the fins of a guilty world, overwhelmed and confumed
thee—

Praifes evermore be unto thee^ O mojl Holy JffuSy

Eternal Son of God,

That for us men, and for our falvation, thefe pain-

ful futFerings, this ignominious and cruel death were

patiently fuftained—that thou waft " wounded for our

tranfgreflions and bruifed for our iniquities, that the

chaftifement of our peace was upon thee, and that

by thy ftripes we are healed"

—

Praifes evermore be unto theey mofl Holy Jefus,

Eternal Son of God.

That, by thy fufFerings and death thou haft fealed

the truth of thy doctrines, and exhibited a bright and

affecting example of thofc graces of humility, meek-

nefs and love which thou doth call us to practice ; that,

bv thy fuffering life and agonizing death, thou haft

powerfully enforced thy inftru£lions, rendered an all-

fufficient atonement for fin, and flied divine and affec-

ting luftre on that path of humble and holy obedience

by which we are to afcend to the glorious and eternal

blifs of thy celeftial kingdom

—

Praifes evermore be unto theey Eternal Son of Gody

ivho didjl take our nature upon thee, andfor us didfi become

tbedient unto death, even the death of the crofs.

THE PRAYER.
« ALMIGHTY GOD, who haft given thine only

Son to be botli a facrifice for fin, and alfo an example
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of godly life; give me grace that I may always mod
thankfully receive that his ineffcimable benefit, and alfo

daily endeavour myfelf to follow the blefied fteps of his

mofi; holy life.'* O moft blefled and merciful Tefus,

Eternal Son of God, who didft fuffer for iniquities

not thine own, and by the (bedding of thy moil pre-

cious blood didft pay the infinite price of our redemp-
tion; may the contemplation of thy bitter fufierlngs,

penetrate my heart with the ernotions of lively grati-

tude to thee, my gracious Redeemer, who couldfl:

floop from the glory and felicity of the Godhead, and

encounter ihame, forrow, perfecution and death to

achieve miy deliverance and lalvation. Contemplating,

with frequent and holy admiration, thy infinite con-

defcenfion and love, may I regard no facrifices too

dear, no fervice too exalted to teftify my ardent fenfi-

bility and gratitude. Let me not incur the awful
guilt of contemning the penetrating and afFecFling

motives to repentance exhibited by thy precious blood

(hed to atone for my fins. Beholding in the agonies of

thy crofs, both the fearful difplay of the juftice of God,
and the attractive luftre of his infinite mercy, may the

emotions of holy apprehenfion and love combine to

excite in my heart, the facred refolution of ferving

thee. O let me not fink under the awful condemna-
tion of having contemned thy bitter agonies, of having

trampled thee under foot, of having put thee to an open
(liame, of having ci ucified thee afrefh, by my tranfgref-

fions. Over the affedling emblems of thy fufferings dif-

played on the altar, may I fervently refolve to renounce
allmy fins; and mayloffer thee a heart deeply penetrated

with the emotions of contrition,, gratitude and love.

And O thou companionate Redeemer, in whofe fuf-

fering life the virtues of humility, patience, and de-

rine charity flione forth with the moft exalted luftre

—

may the hallowed example thou haft fet me, be the
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fubje<Sl of my conftant and devout meditations; and'

warmed with the glorious view, may I refolve to imi-.

tate thy divine humility, pritience, and love. May the

contemplation of thy crofs, on which, in the agonies

of a cruel and ignominious death, thou didft pour forth

the earnefi prayer for pardon on thy relentlefs enemies,

difarm in my foul every unhallowed purpofe of refent-

ment, and quicken the exalted emotions of forgivenefs.

and kindnefs. Eternal Spirit ! quickening fountain of

divine love! defcend, and fned abroad in my heart that

facrcd charity for all mankind, that tender afFeilion and-

fympathy for the members of Chrift^s myftical body,,

by which I (hall be conformed to the likencfs of my
blefied Redeemer, and made meet for his eternal king-,

dom of peace and joy. Sacred Spirit! when I ap-

proach that heavenly banquet, where chriftians com-.

"jncmorate their Saviour's mercy, and tcftify that they,

are partakers of the fame blefied privileges and hopes,,

rnay thy povi^erful grace fubdue every refentful and an-

.gry paflion, and enkindle the holy flame of- divine

charity. May my foul, foftened and melted into ten-

dernefs and kindnefs, embrace in its ardent and facred

affe£tion, the holy company of the redeemed, who
meet at the altar to celebrate the immortal triumphs

and bleffings of their Saviour's mercy. May thy

quickening grace unite me to them in the indifToluble

bands of fympathy and friend fhip, and excite me uni-

formly to exercife towards them the endearing virtues

of gcntlenefs, forbearance and love. Thus, O my Sa-

viour! by facredly fulfilling that law of celeflial kind-.

nefs, which thou didft fo carneftly and repeatedly en-

join, may I exhibit to the world, the engaging and en-

dearing luftre of thy blefied religion. Thus cherifliing

the fpirit of divine love in the exercife of kindnefs, for-

bearance and forgivenefs, may I ever be acknowleged

by thee as an accepubl? gueft at, thy holy tables and
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finally be admitted to the celeftial flipper oF the Lamb*,

to the participation of the everlafling fellival of love in

thy heavenly kingdom; to the hallowed chorus of angels

•and archangels and the fpirits of the juft, celebrating

in unceafing drains the majefty and glory of God, the

Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft, forever and
ever.—AMEN.

iThcn add your usual Evening Devotions,']

Saturday Morning.

MEDITATION.

THE Df^VOUT PARTICIPATION OF THE ORDINANCES OF

THE CHURCH THE APPOINTED METHOD OF SALVA-

TION.

NO truth can be more evident toreason than
that God has a right to prescribe what method
be pleases for the salvation of mankind. Ori-

ginally dependent ijTpon him as their Creator
and their JudgC) deriving from him life and
all its enjoyments, which they hold by the de-

pendent tenure of his sovereign will, they

are bound by . every tie of duty, interest and
gratitude implicitly to fulfil his sacred injunc-
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tions. By obedience to his commands, they

acknowledge his supreme authority over

them, and attain that pertection and happi-

ness for which they were destined. By resist-

ance to his will, they forfeit that purity

and bliss which are only to be found in

the enjoyment of his favour. When we far-

ther consider man as a fallen creature subject

to the avenging punishment of his offended

Judge,we shall be compelled to acknowledge,
that he can have no hope of forgiveness but

on those terms and conditions, which God in

his just and sovereign pleasure may prescribe.

If then God hath seen fit to dispense his mercy
and grace through the ordinances of a church

by communion with which guilty and con-

demned man is to be restored to virtue and
happiness—who is he that will resist his will?

To dispute the propriety of his institutions,

to doubt the efficacy of the means which he

hath established, would be a presumptuous

contempt of his mercy and power, a wilful

rejection of his proffered grace. Contemning
the means which he hath instituted for our

salvation, we should aggravate to the deepest

dye the guilt of rebellion against our Almighty
Sovereign and Judge; and without any plea

to extenuate our guilt, we should sink under
the avenging arm of his justice.

That, in order to our deliverance from the

condemnation and wrath which our sins have

incurred; and to our restoration to the favour
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of God, we must humbly and devoutly parti-

cipate of the ordinances of the church is a^

truth, therefore, which rests on the simple fact,

whether God hath instituted these ordinances

as the means of salvation, the channels of mer-

cy and grace. To be fully satisfied of this

fact, and to be rightly informed in the neces-

sity, the nature and efficacy of the ordinances

of the church, deeply concerns us. Our eternal

happiness depends on our humble submission

to the means and conditions of salvation which
God hath prescribed. And the ordinances of

the church will appear unnecessary and useless

;

they will exhibit no claim to our reverence,

attention, or obedience, unless we regard'

them as instituted by God himself, and ac-

companied, when duly administered and re-

ceived, by his efficacious grace and mercy.

It must be evident, therefore, that a deep
conviction of the sacred necessity and inesti-

mable benefits of the ordinances of the church,
is necessary to an humble, enlightened, and sub-

missive participation of them. It will, there-

fore, be highly useful and proper, that the

christian who is engaged in preparing for the
reception of the Holy Eucharist, the highest
and most sublime act of christian worship,
should be deeply impressed with the impor-
tant truth, that the ordinances of the church
are appointed by God, and that they are the
instituted pledges of his mercy and grace. He
^Oiild be deeply impressed with* the impor-

R
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tant truth, that^ by the devout participation of
them, we preserve our communion with the

church, for which the Redeemer shed his

blood ; and thus become interested in the in-

estimable and eternal blessings of that cove-
Jiant of mercy which God hath promulgated
to a guilty world. When we firmly believe

that the power of God accompanies the due
administration of his ordinances ; that through
them alone we can become united to the Re-
deemer, and interested in the renovating and
saving efficacy of his atonement and grace,

the devout participation of the Holy Eucha-
rist will appear indispensably necessary to our

salvation. Its high and awful import, as a

channel of diviile mercy and grace, powerfully

impressed upon our minds, will tend to quicken
and exalt our reverence, our penitence, our

faith, our gratitude and love. Turn then, O
my soul, to the consideration of the humble,
but, through the grace and blessing of God,
powerful means, which he hath instituted for

thy salvation !

That the truths of religion should be com-
memorated, and its blessings conveyed by exter-

nal rites, is perfectly agreeable to the nature of

man. His senses^ are the principal inlets of

his knowledge ; and through them the most

powerful, lively, and permanent impressions

are made on his mind-. There is no truth

which the consideration of human nature, and

the testimony of daily experience more strongly
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establishes, than that man is swayed infinitely

more by his j)asswns than by his reason. By
the impressive power of external rites and em-
blems, you gain access to his passions ; you
awaken, you rouse, you guide and control

them. So powerful is the influence of external

rites on the mind, that men in all ages have
had recourse to them to perpetuate the memo-
ry of great achievements, and to convey, im-
press, and preserve the sentiments of religion.

The nature of man, therefore, required that

the important truths of religion should be
impressed on the mind by external emblems
and rites. By these figurative institutions, spi-

ritual and abstract truths, which are so diffi-

cult of apprehension, are clearly and powerful-
ly conveyed ; the understanding is enlightened ;

the imagination and the feelings,those powerful
springs of human action, are quickened and
roused. Ordinances and rites, instituted by God
himself, as memorials of those exalted dis-

plays of mercy by which our redemption was
effected, powerfully serve to confirm our faith,

to enliven our gratitude, to excite and cherish

our ardent love. They keep up the constant
and lively remembrance of the wonderful mer-
cy and grace of God, and exhibit in the most
strong and affecting manner, the glorious
achievements by which our blessed Redeemer
triumphed over the adversaries ofour salvation.

^
AVonder not then, O my soul, that the infi-

nitely wise Creator of the universe should con-
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.descend in all his dispensations to the world
lo consult the nature of man, and to institute

ordinances as memorials of his love, and t'/^a/z-

7iels of his mercy and grace ! Even in that

sexalted state of primitive purity and perfec-

tion^ where the ever blessed Jehovah vouch-

safed to hold immediate converse with the fa-

voured parents of our race, figurative emblems
were instituted to remind them of their duty>

to convey and recal to them their glorious pri-

A^iteges and hopes. The tree of the kiioivledge

ofgood and exnl constantly recalled to them the

obligation of obedience to the infinite and so-

vereign Author of their being, and of all their

mercies ; and powerfully impressed on their

awakened remembrance the awful penalty of

.contemning the commands of their almighty

^Lawgiver and Judge. The tree of life, to

^which they had constant access, was the seal

and pledge of that immortality which was to

be the glorious reward of their obedience.

After the fall had involved them in the la-

mentable curse of transgression, had stripped

them of their exalted purity and glory, and
rendered them obnoxious to the wrath of God,
the hope of mercy was lighted up in their

minds by the institution of sacrificcSy which
their oflTended God made the channels to his

favour. While the shedding of the blood of

beasts on the altar awakened in the sou] of

fallen man the recollection of his guilt which

required expiation., it carried forward his joy-^
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ful view to the promised victim, the infinite

efficacy of whose blood would wash away the

foul stain of sin. When, in the farther unfold-

ing of that plan of redemption which was to

be finally consummated in the glorious pro--

mulgation of the gospel, God chose a particu-

lar family and nation to be the repositories of=

his will, and the heirs of his promises; the

rite o^ circumcision was instituted to be both a

lively memorial of duty and a pledge of the di-

vine favour. Take a view of the Jewish law,

and you will find that its numerous, significant,

,

and splendid rites were the instituted means
by which the people of Israel maintained
their communion with God, gratefully com-
memorated the deliverances which his Al-
mighty arm wrought for them, and laid their

claim to his blessing and everlasting favour.

When He, the glorious seed of the woman,
whose promised appearance kindled the first

gleam of hope which illumined the souls of
the wretched parents of our race after their

relDellion against God—He, whose joyful day
the fathers beheld and were glad—-when He,
to whom all the prophets and the law bore
witness, appeared, to complete the work of re-

demption, by the shedding of his blood ; the
same plan of Divine Providence v^^hich had
distinguished the preceding dispensations was
still preserved. Through the channel of ?i/es

and ordinances were the mercy and grace ot
God to be conveyed ; by them werejhe glo-

R2



186 SATURDAY MORNING.

rious achievements to be commemorated by
which our redemption was effected. A church
was instituted, which was to be the repository

of the laws, of the mercy and grace of God.

—

>

Destined to be everlasting in its duration, it was
the promise of the Divine Founder of the

church, that the gates of hell should not pre-

vail against it. Officers were appointed to

rule it ; to administer its ordinances ; to con-

duct its worship; to enact its laws ; to exe-

cute its discipline—and, with them, succes-

sively deriving their power from him, the Re-
deemer promised to be " alway, even to the

end of the world." Into this church,, the
" body " which derives life, strength, and sal-

vation from Christ its head, baptism was insti-

tuted as the sacred rite of admission. In this

regenerating ordinance, fallen man is born

again from a state of condemnation into a state

of grace ; he obtains a title to the presence of

the Holy Spirit, to the forgiveness of sins, to all

those precious and immortal blessings which

the blood of Christ purchased. The humble
christian, who, by actual repentance, by lively

faith, and holy obedience, fulfils his baptismal

engagements, is invested in the holy rite of

confirmation with all those spiritual privileges

and blessings which baptism conditionally con-

ferred, with the manifold and strengthening

gifts of the Holy Ghost. * In the hallowed

mrship of tlie sanctuary, he maintains that

^ Acts Yiii. 17.
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sacred intercourse with heaven by which his

faith is confirmed, his love quickened, his re-

solutions of obedience strengthened, his soul

prepared for the exalted and blissful services

of the church and temple of God eternal in the

heavens. By that powerful grace which ac-

companies ihc preaching of the zvojxl, the ter-

rors of the law are fastened on the hearts of
the secure and careless ; the cheering promises
of mercy applied to the trembling conscience
of the penitent ; divine light, consolation, and
triumph poured upon the path which conducts
the christian to immortal blessedness and glo-

ry. In that most sublime and exalted ordi-

nance, the Holy Eucharist, are concentred all

the blessings of the Redeemer's mercy, and the
almighty energies of his grace and love. In
the participation of it, the humble and devout
believer offers unto God the acceptable sacri-

fice of thanksgiving for the infinite mercies of
redemption. He becomes united to his Saviour
in the bonds of the everlasting co\enant. The
pardon of his sins, the renovating and consol-

ing guidance of divine grace, the love and fa*

vour of his reconciled Father and God, a title

to immortal felicity and glory, are conveyed
and sealed to him by the body and blood of
Christ, of which, under lively emblems, he
gratefully and triumphantly partakes.

Behold then, O my soul, the same glorious,

plan distinguishing all the divine dispensations L

It hath pleased the Sovereign Lord of the uni-
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verse uniformly to dispense his mercy and
grace through the channel of ordinances and
riteSy instituted as the means and pledges of
salvation. Humble and insignificant to the

eye of sense, to the proud and presumptuous
mind, may appear the rites which Jehovah
makes the pledges of his mercy, the effectual

means of redemption to his fallen creatures.

But faith will discern in them the power of the

most high God, whose ways are not as our

ways ; who, both in nature and in grace^ ac*

complishes the most stupendous objects by the

most humble instruments ; and who more il-

lustriously magnifies his power and confounds

the pride of man, in proportion to the natural

weakness and imperfection of the agents who
carry on and efl^ect the purposes of his sove-

reign will.

The holy sacraments of the church advance
our salvation, not only by their natural tenden-

cy to cherish faith, gratitude, penitence, love,

and every other divine virtue, but by the re-

freshing grace and inercy which they convey

to those who receive them worthily. They
are not merely lively and afifecting memorials,

calculated to impress on the mind the interest-

ing truths of redemption, and to display, by
significant emblems, the exalted glories and
triumphs of redeeming love. But they are in-

stituted by God as pledges of his grace and

mercy, as channels to convey to degenerate

man spiritual blessings and privileges, ordina-
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rily to be obtained in no other way. The
sprinkling of the body by water, is a significant

emblem of our natural guilt and pollution, and
of the spiritual purification which we must un-

dergo. Bread broken and wine poured out,

may be considered as lively symbols of the suf-

ferings and death of the Saviour, in remem-
brance of whom we eat the bread and drink

the wine. The Sacraments of Baptism and
the Lord's Supper, considered in this single

.point of view, as memorials or emblems of the

most interesting spiritual truths, are calculated

to province the most important instruction and
consolation. But their value and importance
rise beyond all comparison, when we regard

them further as the instituted means ^nd pledges

of all the blessings of salvation. Wherever the

.gospel is promulgated, the only mode through

which we can be admitted into covenant with
God, the only mode by which we can obtain

a title to those blessings and privileges which
Christ has purchased for his mystical body the

church, is the sacrament of Baptisin. The
only mode by which w^e can become interest-

ed in the merits of the Saviour's death and pas-

sion, by which the guilt of sin can be remov-
ed, and its power subdued in our hearts ; the

only mode by which our perishing natures can
derive the divine blessing of immortal glory, is

the participation of the body and blood of

Christ in the Holy Eucharist. Repentance,
^ith, and obedience, will not, of themselves^
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be effectual to our salvation. The holy sacra^

ments are the instituted means by which God
conveys to the penitent and faithful those spi-

ritual and immortal blessings, for which re-

pentance, faith and obedience are indeed ne-
cessary qualifications. '' Repent, and be bap-

tised for the remission of sins." " Except ye eat

the fiesfi of the son of man, and driii/c his bloody

ye have no life in you.** We may sincerely re-

pent of our sins; we may heartily believe the

gospel ; we may walk in the paths of holy obe-
dience ; but until we enter into covenant with
God by Baptism, and, ratifying our vows of
allegiance and duty at the holy sacrament of
the Supper, commemorate the meritorious sa-

crifice of Christ, we cannot assert any claim to

salvation. We possess the necessary qualifi-

cations for it—but it is solemnlij and formalhj
conveyed to us only in Baptism and the Lord's
Supper. These are the only means by which
we receive the inestimable blessings of redemp-
tion—the only pledges by which they are as-

sured to us.

THE PRAYER.

O ALMIGHTY GOD ! who in tliy wise Provi-

dence hast appointed ordinances to be the memorials of

thy love, and the pledges and channels of thy grace and
mercy to a fallen world ; teach me humbly to adore

thy sovereign will, and reverently to submit to thy ^
^1
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stitutions. Ever cherishing a profound sense of thy
Almighty power, and of my own weakness, guilt, and

.

dependence, may I repress the pride and arrogance

which would lead me presumptuously to an*aign thy

dispensations, or to neglect and contemn the instituted

means of salvation. Thy infinite condescention and
goodness, O God, in setting forth and conveying by
ordinances and rites the blessings of salvation, demand
my sincere and lively acknowledgment and gratitude.

May I devoutly bless and magnify thy name, that, by
lively symbols addressing and engaging my senses, thou
dost powerfully impress on my tmderstanding the awful,

sublime, and affecting mysteries of my redemption, and
dost awaken my imagination and feelings, the ardent af-

fections of my soul in thy love and sen^ice. Ever mind-
ful that thy Almighty power can give efficacy to the

most weak and humble instruments, may I discern, by
the eye of faith, under the outivard and visible sign6 of

thy holy sacraments, the inward and spiritual grace

which they signifyand ai-e designed to convey. Save me,
O God, from the guilt and presumption of endeavour-

ing to separate what thou hast inviolably connected;

of presuming to claim thy grace and mercy, while I

neglect or contemn the means and pledges by which
alone they are conveyed and assured to me. To the

holy sacraments and ordinances of thy church, may I

ever have recourse, as the divine seals by which thy

mercy is conveyed to my soul—the hallowed channels

by which quickening, purifying and refreshing streams

flow from the eternal fountain of thy grace. And
while I thus reverence thy holy ordinances, and by
steadfastly and constantly partaking of them, keep up
my communion with thee, my God ; may I ever re-

member that their divine and inestimable blessings are

effectually and fully conveyed only to the humble, the

penitent, and the faithful. Teach me, therefore, O
jGod, sedulously and eamesdy to cherish those divine
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virtues of humility, of penitence, and of faith, by

which alone I can be a worthy partaker of thy holy

ordinances, and expect to receive in them the joyful

and refreshing communications of thy grace and love.

O be thou pleased ever to guide and aid me in my
preparation for thy holy ordinances. Let thy prevent-

ing grace quicken my penitence, confirm my faith,

and awaken my gratitude and love ; that thus partaking

of thy ordinances under a lively sense of my unwor-

thiness, and with earnest desires for thy grace and

mercy, they may seal to my soul the blessings of re-

demption, and reinstate me in thy everlasting love and

favour. Hear me in these my humble supplications,

O merciful God; and grant that the ordinances of

thy church, quickening and establishing in my soul ce-

lestial graces and virtues, may prepare me for admis-

sion into thy heavenly kingdom, where my soul shall

drink at the fountain of immortal pleasure, and be sa-

tisfied with the fulness of glory and bliss, through

Jesus Christ my Mediator and Redeemer.—AMEN,
[Then add your usual Morning Devotions,"]

Saturday Evening*.

MEDITATION.

THE MODE BY WHICH AUTHORITY TO ADMINISTER THE

SACRAMENTS IS TO BE DERIVED FROM CHRIST THE

DIVINE HEAD OF THE CHURCH.

CONSIDERING the sacraments 2iS means

and pledges of divine grace and mercy, it must ^
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be evident, that their efficacy depends not on
any inherent virtue, but on the power of God
which accompanies them. Hence results the

important truth, that, in order to be effectual, to

be acknowledged by God, and accompanied by
his power, they must be administered by those

who have received a commission for the pur-

pose from him. It is of the utmost impor-
tance, therefore, to ascertain with whom God
has vested authority to administer those sacra-

ments, which derive all their efficacy from be-

ing administered according to his appointment.
The Son of God, as the redeemer of man-

kind, was constituted, by his Almighty Father,

the *' head of the church." To him, as the

King and Ruler of this spiritual kingdom,
*' all power was given in heaven and in earth."

From him, therefore, must emanate all autho-

rity in the church. The fanatic or enthusiast,

who, invading any of the ministerial functions,

impiously pretends that he has received imme-
diately from God a divine commission, cannot
surely claim the acknowledgment or confi-

dence of mankind ; unless, like the apostles,

he proves, by the exercise oi miracidous pozveVy

that God is indeed with him. Every claim to

the ministerial function, in the present day,

founded on an immediate commission from
God, must be rejected as false and impious.

There remains, therefore, no way in which
spiritual authority can be derived from the Di-
vine Head of the church, but through the

S
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agency of a set of men originally deriving their

authority from Christ, and successively trans-

mitting it '^ to the end of the world."

In inquiring concerning the constitution of

the Christian priesthood, we would certainly

be authorized in supposing that, in its orders,

it would resemble the Jewish priesthood.

—

The Christian dispensation was only the glo-

rious developcment and consummation of that

divine system of grace and mercy, the out-

lines of which had been traced out in the types

and shadows of the Jewish ritual. As the

types and shadows of the law were not abolish-

ed, but all gloriously fulfilled in the Saviour,

and in the ordinances of his spiritual kingdom 3

the presumption surely is not unwarrantable,

that the Christian priesthood would be the

completion and perfection of the Jewish ; and
that, as the latter subsisted under the three or-

ders of High-priest, Priests, and Levites, so

the former would be constituted under three

orders resembling these. Accordingly, the

notion was universally prevalent among the

primitive Fathers, that the orders of Bishops,

Priests, and Deacons in the Christian church,

were instituted in conformity to the three or-

ders of the priesthood in the Jewibh church.

That Christ transferred all spiritual power
in the cjuirch to the apostles, is evident from

the commission which he gave them. " As
my Father sent me, even so send I you." The
Father sent him the Prophet, the Priest, and
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Ruler of the church. T\\c apostles, therefore,

were commissioned to be the Prophets, the

Priests, and the Governors of the church.

—

That this commission was not temporary, and

to die with the apostles; but, on the contrary,

was to be perpetuated in the church, is evi-

dent from the concluding words of the com-
mission :

" Lo ! I am with you aiway, even

to the end of the zvorlciy The apostles and
their successors, therefore, were commissioned

to Dromul^ate the terms of salvation, to teach

and enforce its doctrines and duties. They
were also commissioned to intercede for and
bless the people, and to present in the Holy
Eucharist the commemorative sacrifice of the

death of Christ, They were further com-
missioned to govern the church, to admit into

and to exclude from its communion, to enact
its laws, and to administer its discipline. And
this authority was to be transmitted in the

church '' alway even to the end of the world.'*

Whether the priesthood vested with these high
and spiritual powers was to subsist under only
ojie order, or under several orders, with pow-
ers in some respects distinct and appropriate,

is a question which the practice of the apostles,

who were appointed by ChrisM.to constitute

the church, can certainly best determine.

—

That the apostles ordained Elders and Deacons
in the different churches, and vested them
with certain ministerial powers, will readily be
admitted. And that there was an order con-
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stitLited superior to these, with the exclusive

power of ordaining to the ministry, is a fact

equally undeniable. In Ephesus certainly,

and most probably in Crete, Elders were at an
early period appointed*. Afterwards Paul
commissioned Timothy and Titus, and sent

them to those places for the express purpose
of ordaining elders in every city f. Was not
this commission an absurd and useless one, if

the elders in those places possessed the power
of ordination P Even allowing that the con*

ai7Tence of the elders was necessary in ordain-

ing to the ministry and governing the church,

the commission given to Timothy and Titus

certainly proves, that the supreme power was
vested in them ; and that, without them, pow-
er in the church could not be legitimately ex-

ercised. That the priesthood, therefore, was
constituted under three orders j and that to the

first order belonged the power of ordaining

to the ministry, and of thus perpetuating the

priesthood through all ages of the church, are

facts established by the testimony of Scripture.

That these orders are not now distinguished by

the same names by which they were designat-

ed during the age of the apostles; that the

name of Bisliop, now applied to the ,/irst or-

der, is frequently, in the sacred writings, appli-

ed to the second order, are points unworthy of a

moment's attention in this important inquiry.

By the clear evidence of Scripture fact, the

* Acts, XX. 17, 28. t 1 Tim. v. 23. Titus i. 5.
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division of thechristian priesthood into/Z/z'e^ or-

ders ; the appropriation of the power of ordi-

nation to the ^first order, thus constituted the

only legitimate channel of conveying the Di-

vine Commission necessary to the exercise of

the ministry, may be satisfactorily proved.—
The changes which may have taken place in

the names by which these orders have been de-

signated, cannot affect the distinction of office.

and power among them.

But if it should be conceived, that the-

Scripture testimony on this important subject

is in any respect dubious or equivocal, where
may we seek for satisfactory light and infor-

mation ? Certainly in the faith and practice of
the primitive church. These, undoubtedly,
afford the clearest and best light by which to

elucidate and establish the meaning of Scrip-

ture in parts which admit of doubt and con-
troversy. Founded, as the primitive church
was, by the inspired apostles; and drinking, as

its venerable fathers did^ at the sacred source
of divine truth and knowledge, it is scarcely

possible that we can err, if we take its univer-

sal faith and usage as tiie standard by which to

interpret the sacred writings. To trust, in-

deed, to the single testimony of any one father

of the church ; or to embrace his speculative
opinions or interpretations of Scripture, would
be blindly and indiscreetly to take as our guides
imperfect and fallible men. But, though li>

able to error in judgment, the primitive fathers

S 2
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must be revered as men of exalted piety

and integrity. As witnesses to matters offact,
to the doctrines which were universally receiv-

ed, and to the usages which universally pre-

vailed in the church, their testimony is inva-

Inable ; and, in all controverted points, should

be decisive. Whenever we find the primitive

fathers concur in testifying that any doctrine or

usage was universally received in the church

as of Divine authority and institution—to

doubt or reject their testimony would be at

once to relinquish the very foundations of the

christian faith. For their testimony is necessa-

ry to establish the canon of Scripture ; to prov«

that the books which we now receive as in-

spired books, were revered and received as

such in the apostolic and primitive age. To the

primitive fathers, therefore, we may safely re-

cur for information in regard to the government

of the church, and the orders of the priesthood.

As these were matters of fact, it is not possi-

ble that the primitive fathers could err in re-

gard to them : and since they were men of un-

doubted piety and integrity, they would not

attempt to deceive. It may confidently be

asserted, that the testimony of the primitive

fathers is not more clear and decisive, in re-

gard to the genuineness and authenticity of

the books of the sacred volume, than in regard

to the/^6'^^—that the priesthood was instituted

by Christ and his apostles, under three distinct

and subordinate orders j that these orders, r€-'
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taining uniformly the same distinct ecclesiasti-

cal authority, were first stiled Apostles—Bi-

shops Presbyters or Elders—and Deacons, and

afterwards Bishops—Presbyters Priests or El-

ders—and Deacons ; that no one could lawfully

exercise the ministry, unless ordained by a Bi-

shop ; and that, through the order of Bishops,

as successors to the apostles, the priesthood

was to be perpetuated, and all power to be

derived from Christ, the supreme head of the

church. It is conceded by those who,
within these few last centuries, have advanced
the novel opinion of the original parity of the

orders of the ministry, that bishops were uni-

versally considered in the fourth century as su-

perior to presbyters and deacons. It is unfor-

tunate for them, when they maintain, that the

supremacy of bishops was an innovation on the

apostolic constitution of the church, that no
vestiges can be traced of a revolution which
must have shaken the foundations of the church;

that no record can be found of this daring usur-

pation of authority, by a few ambitious presby-

ters, over the rest of their brethren ; and that

there are scarcely any two of those who assert

this usurpation, who agree as to the time when
it took place. Is not the conclusion irresistible

and irrefragable, that, if the church universal,

from the third to the sixteenth century, was
governed by bishops, as superior to presbyters

and d€acons-^2iViA if no period can be ascer-

tained when this government was introduced
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into the church, it must be traced to apostolic

institution, and of course rest on Divine au-

thority F

This discussion is of the highest importance
to him who is preparing for receiving the Ho-
ly Eucharist. For the important truth results

from it, that none can possess authority to ad-

minister the sacraments but those who have re-

ceived a commission from the bishops, of the

church. It must be essential, therefore, to the

efficacy of the Lord's Supper, as a means and
pledge of Divine grace, that it be administered

by those who have received lawful authority

to administer it.

To this statement, which makes the bles-

sings of the gospel to depend on communion
with the church by the participation of its

ordinances administered by duly authorized

ministers, the formidable objection may be op-

posed, that it is narrowing the path ofsalvation.

But if a solicitude be commendable to prevent

the path of salvation from being unduly nar-

rowed and confined ; the solicitude to prevent

it from being made more wide and easy than

God has made it, is surely also commendable.

To undervalue or remove those institutions

which God hath rendered necessary to salva-

tion, is to contemn his authority and power,

and in the highest degree to endanger the souls

of men. It is an unauthorized, a criminal,

a cruel charity, which would present salva-

tion to men, stripped of those conditions q;i
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which alone it is attainable. Real charity, the

charity which most effectually promotes the wel-
tare of men, would lead us faithfully to point out
the conditions on which God will restore fallen

man to his favour ; and then earnestly and af-

fectionately to enforce these conditions. In
the inscrutable plan of Divine Providence
as it has hitherto been unfolded, every dis-

pensation of his grace has been confined to a
part only of mankind. Did he not call Abra-
ham and his family from a corrupt world to

be the distinguished repositories of his will,

his blessing, and favour ? Were not the Jews
separated from the rest of the world, to be his

chosen people, to whom '' pertained the adop-
tion and the glory, and the covenants, and the

giving of the law, and the service of God, and
the promises ?" Are not Christians now called

from the rest of the world to be " a chosen
generation, a royal priesthood, a peculiar

people,*' blessed with the glorious light of the

gospel, with the consoling and renovating effi-

cacy of the Redeemer's merits and grace, with
the resplendent hopes of immortality .^ In thus
distinguishing particular portions of the hu-
man race with his peculiar favours, God " acts

according to the counsel of his own will
;"

" he giveth not to man an account of his do-

ings ;" he asserts the power of the potter over

his clay, '* to create one vessel to honour, and
another to dishonour." As the Almighty Cre-

ator of the w^orld, God may distribute his
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favours to mankind according to his sovereign

pleasure. And when he finally determines the

destinies of men, according to the improve-
ment which they have made of the privileges

conferred upon them, it can be no imputation
on his justice or goodness that he distinguishes

with peculiar favours particular portions of the

human race, and renders them capable of

higher bliss in a future state of existence.

—

To suppose that the Patriarchs on whom shone
the peculiar blessings of heaven ; that the fa-

voured nation of the Israelites, to whom the

law was given in its divine majesty and lustre ;

and that Christians under the luminous and
glorious dispensation of the gospel, were not
rendered capable of higher degrees of virtue

and happiness than the rest of mankind, would
be to strip the favour and grace of God of theii*

value and efficacy ; and to render futile and
contemptible the ordinances which he has ap-

pointed as the means of communion with him.

The Judge of the whole earth indeed will

do right. The grace of God quickens and
animates all the degenerate children ofAdam.
The mercy of the Saviour is co-extensive with
the ruin into w^hich sin has plunged mankind.
And ^' in every nation he that feareth God and

worketh righteousness, is accepted of him."

But where the gospel is proclaimed, commu-
nion with the church by the participation of

its ordinances at the hands of the duly author-

ized priesthood, is the indispensable condition
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of salvation. Separation froSPie prescribed

government and regular priesthood of the

church, when it proceeds from involuntary

and unavoidable ignorance or error, we have
reason to trust, will not intercept, from the

humble, the penitent, and obedient, the bles-

sings of God's favour. But when we humbly
submit to that priesthood which Christ and his

apostles constituted ; when, in the lively ex-

ercise of penitence and faith, we partake of
the ordinances administered by them, we
maintain our communion with that church
w^hich the Redeemer purifies by his blood,

which he quickens by his spirit, and whose
faithful members he will finally crown with
the most exalted glories of his heavenly king-

dom. The important truth which the univer-

sal church has uniformly maintained, that, to

experience the full and exalted eflicacy of the

sacraments, we must receive them from a va-

lid authority, is not inconsistent with that cha-

rity which extends mercy to all who labour

under involuntary error. But great is the

guih, and imminent the danger, of those, who,
possessing the means of arriving at the know-
ledge of the truth, negligently or wilfully con-

tinue in a state of separation from the author-

ized ministry of the church, and participate o>

ordinances administered by an irregular an(

invalid authority. Wilfully rending the peac<

and unity of the church, by separating from th

ministrations of its authorized priesthood ; ot
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stinately cotllRning the means which God
in his sovereign pleasure hath prescribed for

their salvation, they are guilty of rebellion

against their Almighty Lawgiver and Judge

;

they expose themselves to the awful displea-

sure of that Almighty Jehovah, who will not
permit his institutions to be contemned, or his

authority violated, with impunity.

Let it be, therefore, thy supreme care, O my
soul, to receive the blessed sacrament of the
body and blood of thy Saviour, only from the
hands of those who derive their authority by
regular transmission from Christ, the supreme
and divine head of the church, the only legiti-

mate source of power in it. Thou wilt then
enjoy the assurance, that this holy sacrament,
which derives all its efficacy from the accom-
panying power of Christ, administered by those
to whom he hath jjiven his commission and
authority, will be acknowledged and blessed
by him to thy comfort and salvation ; will,

if humbly and devoutly received by thee, be
the sacred mean and pledge of his pardoning
mercy and strengthening grace. By preserv-

ing thy communion with the authorized priest-

hood ; by revering that ministerial authority,

and submitting to those sacred institutions

which thy Saviour established, thou wilt main-
tain the unit/ij of the church ; and thus fulfil the

high injunction of the Saviour and his apostles

often repeated and earnestly enforced. The
humble and obedient member of his church
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on earth, thou wilt finally be acWmced to those

glorious rewards which he hath prepared, in

the church triumphant, for all the devout and
faithful members of his mystical body.

Deplorable, indeed, in this degenerate day,

is the state of the church, where sect ariseth

against sect, and altar against altar; where
the apostolic government and priesthood are

invaded and violated ; ordinances administered

by invalid authority, and thus stripped of their

efficacy ; and that sacred "body" which should

be ** one " with its divine " head " rent and di-

vided by numberless schisms. Let it be the

subject of thy earnest prayers to God, that, by
shedding on the church the divine spirit of

peace and concord, he would heal the divi-

sions that now deface her glory. Let it be the

object of thy earnest solicitude and exertions

to restore all who profess themselves Chris-

tians to that apostolic government and priest-

hood, which were so long the inviolable glory

of the universal church. The church would
then shine forth, as she did in the primitive

ages, in the splendid garments of glory and
beauty ; and, attracting the nations within her

spiritual fold, would become a praise through-

out the earth. " Jerusalem would be as a city

that is at unity in itself. Thither the tribes

would go up, even the tribes of the Lord, to

testify unto Israel, and to give thanks unto the

name of the Lord." Christians, communing
with the authorized ministers of the church,

T
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hy the particS^Rion of the sacraments and or-,

dinances duly administered by them, would be
united '' as one fold under one shepherd ;*

from their divine head they would derive life,

strength and salvation ; partaking at the same
hallowed altar of the sacred body and blood
of their Saviour, they would be nourished and
prepared for the transcendent and eternal bliss

of the church triumphant in heaven.

THE PRAYER.

ALMIGHTY and everlasting God ! who hast
*' built thy church upon the foundation of the apostles

and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief

corner stone ;" teach me ever to bear in mind, that in

thy wise and sovereign Providence thou hast made
this church, tlie only channel through \vhich thy cove-

nanted mercies are conveyed to a fallen world. Bles-

sed be thy name, that thou hast called me into a state

of salvation ; and, through the sacrament of bap-

tism, conferred on me a *de to the spiritual and ex-

alted privileges of thy holy church. Impress on me
the awful guilt and danger of forfeiting, by disobedi-

ence, by impenitence, or by neglect of thy holy ordi-

nances, my title to the inestimable privileges of my
Christian vocation. In the exercise of lively penitence

?jid faith, may I humbly and thankfully partake of the

ordinances of thy church ; and thus maintaining my
communion with it, derive from Jesus, its divine head,

pardon, grace, consolation, triumph, everlasting glory.

May I ever value, above all worldly distinctions and

pleasures, the inestimable privilege of being a member
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of thy chiirch
; and of thus having access to the infi^

nite fomuain of thy grace and mercv, thy everlasthic.
love. Instead of vainly and presumptuously arraicm-
ing thy sovereign institutions, may I gratefully andhumbly adore thee, that, by the ordinances of thy
church, thou dost vouchsafe to confer upon me the im-

Sted '^' ''^''^' '^''''''^^' transgiession, I had

I bless thee, O God. tb,.^ •
.^^.^.nicevsm

thv chuTr^u, -.—» »iufa d+vme commission lor tne

exercise of spiritual powers, thou hast made full and
effectual provision for the administration of her sacra-

ments and discipline, for her peace, her order, her

unity and glory. Almighty God, '' the giver of

ail good gifts, v.Iio, cf thy divine Providence, hast

appointed divers orders in thy church, give thy gi'ace,

I humbly beseech thee, to all those who are call-

ed to any office and administration in the same ; and
so replenish them with the truth of thy doctrine, and
endue them with innocency of life, that they may
faithfully serve before thee to the gloiy of thy great

name, and the benefit of thy holy church." Blessed

Jesus ! the Divine Head and Redeemer of thy mysti-

cal body the church ; who dost possess " all power in

heaven and in earth ;" may " the course of this world
be so peaceably ordered by thy goveiTiance, that thy

chiu'ch may evermore serve thee in peace and quiet-

ness." " Clothe thy priests with salvation, that thy
people may rejoice." Thy servants, the Bishops, in

whom is \'ested, through thy mercy, the power of per-

petuating in thy church, " to the end of the v.'oild,"

the divine authority of the priesthood, evermore guide
and bless by thy heavenly grace ;

'^ that they may lav

hands suddenly on no man, but faithfully and wisely
"»iake choice of fit persons to serve in the sacred ini-
nisti. ^p ^j^^^ j^^l^^ church." To them, as well as to
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all other ministers, the Presbyters and Deacons who

serve in thy holy sanctuary, give thy ^' heavenly bene-

diction ; that, both by their life and doctrine, they may

set forth thy true and lively word, and rightly and

duly administer thy holy sacraments." On me, also,

thv unworthy servant, shed, O merciful God, thy hea-

venly grace ; that, by devoutly attending on the mims-^

u^tions of tlr.' priesthood, I may continue m the nmty oi

..ercy and gracJ cfii^fe^..^^"^^Ttl^
ces, may serve thee in holiness and righteousness all

the days of my life, and finally be a partaker of the
glory and felicity of thy heavenly kingdom.

Almighty God! have mercy upon thy holy church,
the spiritual Zion in which thou dost delight to dwell.
*' Inspire her continually with the spirit of truth, unity,

and concord.'^ Rebuild thou her waste places ; re-

store her in the beauty of holiness ; unite in her com-
munion all those who call upon thy name ; may they

reverence thy power in the persons of the servants of
thy sanctuary ; and endeavour to keep the unity of the

;;pirit in the bond of peace. May the lamp of truth

in thy holy sanctuary ever bum clear and steady, and
disperse t'ne mists of heresy and error. JMay the altar

of the sanctuary ever be pressed by devout and holy

guests. May the whole of thy dispersed sheep, bles-

>sed Jesus, be brought home to thy flock, and united in

')ne fold under thee, the Great Shepherd and Bishop

of their souls, who livest and reignest with the Father

4\nd tlie Holy Ghost, for ever and ever.—AMEN.
[T/icn add your ncual Evening' Devotions,']
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MEDITATION.

THE DISPOSITIONS WITH WHICH THE COMMUNICANT

SHOULD ADVANCE TO THE ALTAK.

THOU hast now reviewed, Omy soul !, thy

spiritual character, privileges, and hopes.—
Thou hast sought to lay the foundation of thy

preparation for the Holy Eucharist, where,
indeed, the foundation of thy spiritual life

should be laid, in a deep conviction of thy
fallen and condemned state Awakened to a
sense of thy guilt and unworthiness, thou hast

humbled th;^self before the throne of God, -in

the deep exercises of repentance ; and, having
devoted thyself with renewed ardour to h'ls

service, hast implored the renovating and
quickening succours of his grace, to enable
thee to serve him in nev^^ncss of life. Deeply
sensible of thy need of the cleansing blood,
and renovating grace of a Saviour, thou hast
sought to secure an interest in his merits and
favour, by lively faith in him ; and hast ac-
knowledged him, in all his gracious and exalt-
ed offices, as the Eternal Son of the Father,
thy Prophet, thy Priest,.and King, With the

T2
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fervours of lively gratitude, thou hast traced

the series of bitter suiTerings which thy divine

Saviour endured with heroic magnanimity and
fortitude ; which, while they excited thy ex-

alted admiration, served to confirm thy faith.

Thou hast reviewed the bitter sufferings by
which the Saviour at once impressed the hum-
ble and forgiving spirit of his gospel, and made
an all-sufficient expiation for thy sins. About
to participate of an ordinance which derives

all its efficacy from its divine institutor, thou

hast attentively considered the important truth,

that God conveys his grace and favour through

the channel of rites and ordinances adminis-

tered by a priesthood deriving their authority

from the divine head of the church. Happy
art thou, O my soul, if, through divine grace,

that holy and spiritual life, which, the sacred ex-

ercises in v.'hich thou hast been engaged, are

calculated to form in thee, has lifecn excited,

rjuickened, or confirmed, li thou hast sin-

cerely and humbly sought the mercy and fa-

vour of thy God, disn:iiss now every intimidat-

ing doubt or apprehension ; and resolve to

quicken thy repentance, to confirm thy faith,

to animate thy zeal, to seal thy vows of duty in

the Holy Eucharist. Resolve to seek those

strengthening, enlivening, and immortal graces

and consolations, which in this sacred ordi-

nance are poured into the penitent and faith-

ful soul.

Consider this sacred rite as- a lively and af-

fecting memorial of the death of Christ ; and
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receive the symbols of his sufferings with hum-
ble penitence.

The altar presents an Almighty victim con-

sumed as a sacrifice to divine justice. Call to

mind then, at the altar, the penetrating and af-

fecting truth, that thy wilful rebellion against

the righteous authority of God, rendered it ne-

cessary that the Eternal Son should descend from
the throne of his glory, to vindicate and ap-

pease, by his death, the honour of the divine

government, the inexorable claims of divine

justice. Call to mind, that thy sins sharpened
the sword of justice which quenched its fiery

wrath in the bosom of the Saviour ; that thv

sins kindled the tremendous floods of divi^
indignation, which, with unsparing fury, were
poured on the innocent representative of thy

guilt. Behold him consumed on the cross,

as on an altar where the holiness and justice

of an offerrded God fully satisfied their indig-

nant claims. See his blessed body, innocent

and pure as the divine soul which animated it,

smitten, scourged, and bruised. Behold issu-

ing from his wounded side that precious blood
which purchased the life of the world. Ah !

shall I deliberately crucify afresh that sacred

body which my sins at first fastened on the ac-

cursed tree ? Shall I, with deliberate and cool

impiety, tear open the wounds which the re-

vengeful fury of a barbarous multitude at first

inflicted on the sacred body of the redeemer
of men ? Oh ! just and heavy will be my con-
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demnation, if, with a heart unsubdued and
impenitent, with cold and unhallowed affec-

tions, I approach the altar where the Saviour is

exhibited, sustaining the inflictions of his Fa-

ther's wrath, and expiating my enormous and
aggravated guilt.

Tremble, lukewarm and impenitent soul

!

Jest the symbols of the body and blood of that

Redeemer, to whose astonishing love thou art

insensible, instead of proving the endearing

pledges of divine favour, seal the sentence of

eternal condemnation on thy ingratitude and
contempt. Tremble, impenitent and unmor-
tified soul ! lest the sacred memorials of the

Saviour's love, which convey pardon and peace

to the penitent, invoke on thy guilt and pre-

sumption the avenging curse of heaven

—

Tremble, lest the body and blood of thy Re-
deemer designed to exalt thee to glory, should

be made, through thy presumption and impe-
nitence, the fatal seals of thy misery and con-

demnation. Yes ! the altar displays only ter-

ror and wrath to the impenitent. But, to the

contrite and humble spirit, who is oppressed

by the anxious apprehension, that she does not

yet possess that lively contrition, and fervent af-

fection, which would render her worthy to par-

take of the Supper of the Lord—to her, the altar

breathes the persuasive and consoling accents

of mercy and love. The very fears that op-

press thee, timid and doubting penitent, are

the strongest proofs of an exquisite sensibility
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to the claims of thy Saviour's love; they are

the best evidence that thou dost possess that

meek, humble, and contrite spirit, which it is

the Saviour's office and delight to sooth and

comfort.

Behokl then, my soul, in the sufferings atid

death of Christ commemorated on the altar,

both an exhibition of the inflexible indigna-

tion of God against sin, and of the infinite

compassion of the Son of God, in offering

himself up an all-sufficient victim to turn froni

thee the wrath of heaven. Let this view enkin-

dle a holy solicitude, to escape the penalties

due to thy sins—a lively and ingenuous sorrow
for their baseness and enormity. Humbled
at the feet of the Saviour, confess, lament, and
renounce the sins which occasioned his suffer-

ings—lay them on the altar of his love-—they
shall be blotted out for ever by his precious

blood, which taketh away the sins of the
world.

Receive the symbols of the Saviour's suffer-

ing and death v ith lively gratitude.

This hallowed ordinance, by forcibly dis-

playing the agonizing sulTerings of the Saviour,

serves to excite the most lively sense of his in-

finite \ovc. Sufferings and agony inconceiv-

able the Son of God resolutely and cheerfully

eflcountered, to redeem the w^-etched race of
inan. From the manger at Bethlehem to the

hi/1 of Calvary, poverty, contumely, scorn,

persecution, like indignant waves, pressed up-



214 SUNDAY MORNING.

on him, till at length his soul sunk under the
overwhelming floods of divine wrath. Ah !

we shall not wonder at the bitter agonies which
overwhelmed him, when we consider the tre-

mendous conflict which he sustained with the
King of Terrors, who, dreading the near dis-

solution of his reign, exerted his most vigorous

efforts to crush under his sceptre the Almighty
conqueror, who threatened to bind him in

chains. Oh ! what pangs convulsed the Sa-

viour, Vv'hen on the cross he bowed under the

ponderous load of human guilt. Forsaken in

this dark hour by the cheering smiles of his

Father's love, which had hitherto supported

him ; sinking in the shades of despair, he vent-

ed the piercing cry, *' My God, my God, why
hast thou forsaken me ?" In this direful mo-
ment, dismay seized the bosom of nature, which

heaved in dreadful agitation, as if in unison

with the awful groan that terminated the

agonies of the Lord of life. O my soul ! for

thee, the Redeemer sunk ur\der these accumu-

lated and rending agonies. Shall not the sa-

cred symbols of his suff'erings excite the ar-

dent emotions of gratitude to bim, who dis-

played for thee this unutterable love ? By this

compassionate Saviour, thou hast been re-

deemed from the degrading dominion of sin

and death—from everlasting misery and #D.

By the sacrifice of his death, thou art restored

to the favour of God, and to the glorious hope

of the bliss of heaven. The inestimable blcs-
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sings which he purchased for thee, thou art

called to acknowledge in the affecting rite

which he instituted, when the painful death

awaited him, that was to consummate his suf-

ferings. Oh ! let the tears of devout gratitude

be shed over the tender emblems of thy Sa-

viour's dying love.

Offer to thy blessed redeemer, at the altar,

vozvs of aj^dent devotion to his service.

Redeeming thee, O my soul, by the sacrifice

of his cross, from the ignominious bondage of
sin and satan, from the curse of eternal death ;

and purchasing for thee the inestimable bles-

sings of pardon, peace, and everlasting life,

he establishes a supreme claim to thy homage,
thy love, and obedience. He becomes thy

rightful sovereign, lord, and master. He can
claim thy sincere and holy obedience, as a

right ', thou art bound to render it to him as

a just debt of gratitude and love. By ardent

devotion to his service ; by generous, tender,

and active love to mankind, whom he died to

redeem ; thou must manifest thy sensibility to

his infinite compassion, and discharge t^e ob-
ligations by which thou art bound to him.—

•

No period can be more proper to offer to the

Saviour the ardent vows of love and duty, than
the period when thou art commemorating
the infinite sacrifice of his precious death,

which was the price of thy redemption. Con-
sider the state of guilt, of condemnation, and
misery to which sin had reduced thee. Con-
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template the exalted blessings of that spiritual

redemption which the Saviour wrought for

thee. The agonizing pangs of guilt he hath

exchanged for the soothing comforts of a good
conscience ; the fearful apprehensions of the

wrath of Godj for the exalted joys of the divine

favour ; the curse of a mortal and perishing

body, for a body incorruptible and glorious

;

the overwhelming sorrows and trials of this

mortal life, for the unutterable bliss and glo-

ries of an immortal existence. The Almighty
grace and love which achieved this glorious

redemption, and which still assure it to the

humble and penitent, are set forth in the com^
memorative sacrifice of the Eucharist. Go
then, my soul, to the sacred festival which ce-

lebrates this infinite love of the Saviour, ador-

ing his infinite compassion; triumphing in the

glorious victories of his Almighty grace ; ren-

dering to him who bought thee by his blood,

the ardent vows of allegiance and duty. Let
the precious symbols of the altar, the lively

memorials of the victorious love of the Sa-

viour, powerfully impress upon thee his claims

to thy sincere and holy obedience. Over the

emblems of his body and blood, offered for thy

redemption, seal the grateful vow^s of duty,

which shall bind thee for ever to thy Lord.

Almighty Redeemer ! purchased by thy blood,

to thee I wholly surrender myself. All the

powers of my soul, all its desires and hopes

shall be engaged in thy service, and centre in
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thy love. To thy glory, O my Saviour ! whose
mercy and grace are the sources of all my hopes,

am I bound to devote all the powers of my soul

.

Ah ! shall I be reluctant in the service of a
master, with whom I am connected by' the

most sacred and endearing ties ! Shall I mur-
mur at the sacrifices to which that Redeemer
calls me, who, in effecting my redemption,
was deterred by no difficulties, and shrunk
from no pains ! No, my Saviour ! the con-
straining power of thy love shall render easy to

me all thy commands ; and even endear to me
the self-denial and ignominy of thy cross.—
Pressing to my heart, beating with lively gra-

titude, thy crucified body, the glorious pledge
of my redemption, I will vow thee eternal alle-

giance—Receiving into my soul, inflamed with
ardent love, thy precious blood, the divine foun-
tain of life and bliss, I will devote myself to

thee, in a course of uniform and holy obedi-
ence. O my Saviour ! w^ho knowest the weak-
ness of my heart, and its proneness to forget

thee ; strengthen me to perform the resolutions

by which I now enlist under thy sacred ban-
ners, and attach myself for ever to thy service.

Advance to the altar, relying supremely on
the merits and grace of that Saviour, whose
all-sufficient sacrifice for sin thou art to com-
memorate.

There is no other name, but the name ofJe-
sus, whereby the perishing race of man can
be saved. His infinite sacrifice, the meritori-

U
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Qus propitiation for sin, is commemorated in

the Holy Eucharist, where he is set forth as the

all-suiiicient Saviour of his people. To set up
any claim of forgiveness in opposition to the
ali-suiricient atonement which he made ; to

rely for acceptance at the throne of God on
our own merits, when he offers his all-perfect

righteousness to sanctify and save us—would
be to contemn the infinite value and efiicacy

of his precious blood ; to dishonour that all-

perfect righteousness, which alone can answ^er

the inexorable claims of divine holiness. Ah I

when I contemplate the holy and avenging
terrors which issue from the indignant throne

of my offended Judge, I bless thee, O my Sa-

viour ! that I can flee for refuge to thy protect-

ing bosom— I bless thee, that, in the holy sa-

crament of thy love, thou dost apply to me the

saving merits of thy body, given for my sins ;

and dost sprinkle my guilty soul with the pre-

cious blood that was shed for my redemption.

Go then, O my soul I to the altar where the

emblems of the body and blood of the Saviour

are set forth as the enlivening pledges of mer-

cy and spiritual life ; renouncing every de-

pendence but the merits and grace of thy

Redeemer. Unworthy so much as to gather

up the crumbs under his table, go, and derive

pardon, comfort, strength, and salvation at the

sacred banquet of his precious body and blood.

Go—earnestly desiring his mercy, and adoring

him as thy all-sufficient Saviour ^ and he will
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confer on thee the everlasting riches of his

grace and love. However great the attain-

ments which, through his grace, thou hast

made in virtue, rely not on them as the pledges

of thy peace with heaven, when thou dost be-

hold the perfect and all-sufficient sacrifice of

his cross. In the blood ofJesus set forth in this

holy sacrament, tliou wilt find the only expia-

tion of thy guilt—From the fountain of grace

opened in this hallowed ordinance, are the

streams of spiritual life and consolation dispens-

ed. Seated on the altar, as an almighty and
compassionate Sav^iour, he presents to the faith-

ful, through his authorized ministers, the sacred

symbols of his broken body and shed blood.

Take, eat, this is my body, which was given

for you—let it be the pledge of your salvation,

of your vital union with me, your Redeemer.
Drink—this is my blood, which v/as shed for

you—let it be the fountain of pardon, of peace,
of comfort, of everlasting joys. Wonder, O
my soul, at the riches of the Saviour's mercy !

Wonder, O my soul, at the fulness of his grace

!

Go, ye faithful! to the altc^r where Jesus is

waiting to receive you, triumphing in his mer-
cy, his power, and his love. Wounded with
a sense of guilt, go, and receive the balm of
divine mercy, with which the Saviour pacifies

the awakened conscience. Labouring under
the grievous thraldom of sinful passions, go,
and receive grace to overcome their dominion.
Desponding and sorrowing under the trials of
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your pilgrimage, go, and receive from your
Saviour celestial and enlivening comfort.

—

Humble, weak, and perishing, go, and re-

ceive strength, support, everlasting life—go,

and receive into your souls that blessed Re-
deemer, who hath promised to visit his people
with his salvation ; to dv/ell in them as their

guide, their comforter, their everlasting por-

tion and reward.

Yes, my Saviour ! encouraged by the gra-

cious and powerful solicitations of thy love, I

will go to thy holy altar, and commemorate,
with the faithful, the riches of thy mercy

;

with them implore the enlivening manifesta-

tions of thy grace. A¥hen I receive the sacred

emblems of thy body and blood, O do thou

manifest thyself to my impatient soul ! Come,
and reign in me for ever, my Saviour, my Lord,

cny Almighty King !

THE PRAYER.

BLESSED JESUS! who hast given thyself to be

the life of the world ; and hast graciously instituted

the sacrament of thy holy Supper, to be a lively me-
morial of thy infinite love, and pledge of thy powerful

grace and mercy ; behold nie, thy unworthy servant,

waiting upon thee for pardon, for strength, and salva-

tion—I^ead me, O my Saviour ! to thy altar, and there

display thj'self to ray soul, in the glorious fulness of thy

mercy and power.
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*-' I do not presume to come to this th}^ table, O
Lord ! trusting in my own righteousness, but in thy

manifold Pdvl great mercies." Sin has defiled my soul;

lias laden vnth guilt my conscience ; has rendered me
utterly imvvorthy of thy fcnour,- has exposed me to

thy JList and everlasting wrath. Blessed be thy name,
O Lord ! that in tliec (here is mercy and plenteous

redemption. Humblj' confessing my unworthiness

mid guilt, and casting myself on thy infinite compas-
sion, O do thou convey to me, in thy holy Supper,

tlie forgiveness of my sins, my title to thy love and
everlasting favoin-. To thy ser^ ice I desire to devote

myself—:o thee, O my God ! I vow e:teadfast obedi-

ence and homage. O accept me at thy holy table as

thy devoted serv-ant and sul.»juct. Seal to my soul the

blessings of the everlasting covenant. Thee, O my
Saviour, I adorc as my Lord and my God. To thy
celestial instructions 1 \\ ill evermore hearken ; to thy
all-sufEcient atonement I will evermore iiee ; to the

sceptre of ihy grace 1 vv ill evcrmoie Vv'iliingly bow.
Recei\'e and acknowledge me, blessed Jesus, at thy
holy table, among the number of thy redeemed peo-
ple. I bless thee for the infinite love thou hast dis-

played in my redemption—for the unutterable suffer-

ings and agonizing deaih v/hich were the price of my
ransom from guilt and condemnation. Glory be to

thee, O thou Lamb of God, who takest Way the
sins of the w orld—May my grateful sense of thy infi-

nite compassion be manifested by sincere devotion to

thy commands ; by lively and active charit)'- to all

mankind, for whom thou didst shed thy blood. Thus
confessing my sins ; steadfastly purposing to lead a
new li^e ; relying supremely on thy merits and grace

;

thankfully celebrating thy meritorious sufferings and
death ; and cherishing the sentiments of livelv and ar-

dent love—may I anproach thv holy altar, and cxpe-
* U2 '

'
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rience the quickening and reviving efficacy of thy body
and blood. May they shed through my soul then-

consoling, renovating, and strengdiening power, and
nourish me to everlasting life. May these symbols of
thy love afford my soul a rich foretaste of the exalted

bliss which the fruition of thy glorious presence will

afford.

O most gracious God ! measure thy blessijigs to me,
not by my deserts, but by thy infinite mercies. Shed
now the full power of thy Holy Spirit through my
heart, that all my affections and desires may be in

lively exercise when I approach thy holy altar. There
may I enjoy the manifestations ofthy mercy—there may
I experience that thou art infinitely gracious—that tru-

ly blessed are they w ho put their trust in thee. And
oh ! may the exalted joys of thy love shed through my
soul at thy holy table, awaken my ardent desires for

the glorious consummation of bliss in thy heavenly

kingdom, where there is fulness of joy ; where there

are pleasures forevermore. Even so, O my God ! for

the sake of Jesus Christ, my Lord and Redeemer,

—

AMEN.
{Then add your usual Morning Devotio?is.J



THE ORDER FOR THE

Administration of the Lord's Suplier^

OR,

HOLY COMMUNJON.

[ The excellent and affecting office for the Holy
Communion prescribed by the Churchy is the

best guide to his devotions at tJie altar that the

communicant can possibly have j and renders

almost unnecessary all other aid. It sJiould

be tlie business of the communicant seriously

to attend to this service ; and heartily and
sincerely tojoin in it. As he goes up towards
the chancel, let him secretly use tliefollowing

ejaculations :

IN the multitude of thy mercies, O Lord, do I now
approach thine altar.

I will pay thee my vo^ys now in the presence of all

thy people.

Thou art my God, and I will bless thee ; thou art

my God, and I will exalt thee.

God is the Lord, by whom we receive light ; bind
the sacrifice with cords, even to the horns of the

altar.

When the minister reads tJie sentences of the

Offertory, let the communicant offer up after

each sentence, tlie short ejaculation annexed :]
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^ JF/ie}i there is a Communion^ the minister shall return

to the Lord\<! Table, cind begin the Offertory^ saying

one or more cf these sentencesfollowing, as he think-

eth most convenient,

' LET your light so shine before men, that they may
see your good works, and glorify your Father which
is in heaven.

—

Si, Matthew, v. 16.

[O Almiglity God, give me grace to honour
ihcc by a life of holiness and active charity ;

and may those who are the objects of my be-

neficence, render their praise to thee, the Gra-
cious Father and benefactor of mankind.]

-Lay not up for j'ourselves treasures upon earth,

where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves

break through and steal : But lay up for yourselves

treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust dotJi

corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor

steal.

—

St, Matth, y\. 1 9, 20.

[Free my soul, O God, from the inordinate

love of riches ; and dispose me earnestly to

seek the satisfying treasures of thy heavenly

kingdom.]

Whatsoever }'e would that men should do to you,

even so do to them : For this is the law and the pro-

phets

—

St, Matth, vii. 12.

[Give me grace, O God, ever sacredly to

observe this rule of eternal justice.]

Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall

enter into the kingdom of heaven ; but he that doeth

the will of my Father vvhich is in heaven.

—

St, Matth.

vii. 21.

[Grant, O God, that I may never build my
hope of salvation upon an outward profession

only, without a life o{ holiness and virtue.—
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May my faith in thy name produce the fruit of

good living.]

Zaccheus stood forth, and said unto the Lord, Be-

hold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor ;

and if I have done any wrong, to any man, I restore

four-fold.

—

St. Liike^ xix. 8.

[If thou, O Lord, hast given me ability^

give me a disposition also to be both just and
charitable, that thou mayest say to me, as thou

didst to this publican, Salvation is come to thy'

house /\

Who goeth a warfare at any time at his own cost ?

Who planteth a vineyard, and eateth not of the fruit

thereof r or who feedeth a flock, and eateth not of the

milk of the flock ?—1 Cor, ix. 7.

[O God, may I cheerfully and readily give

a portion of my worldly substance to the sup-

port of the servants of thy sanctuary who la-

bour in spiritual things.]

If we have savvn unto you spiritual things, is it a

great matter if v/e shall reap your worldiv things ?

—

1 Co7\ ix. 11.

[May I evermiOre endeavour, by every mean
in my power, to promote the temporal com-
fort and happiness of those who devote their

time and their talents to ministering to my
spiritual necessities.]

Do ye not know, that they who minister about holy

things, live of the sacrifice ; and they who wait at the

altar, are partakers with the altar ? Kv^en so hath the

Lord also ordained, that they v/ho preach the Gospel,

should live of the Gospel.—1 Cor. ix. 13, 14.

[Since thou, O Lord, hast thus ordained

—

far be it from me to withhold from thv minis-
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ters the maintainance which is their just and
inviolable due.]

He that soweth litde, shallrreap little ; and he that

so-weth plenteously, shall reap plenteously. Let every
man do according as he is disposed in his heart, not
grudgingly, or of necessity ; for God loveth a cheer-

ful giver.—2 Cor. ix. 6, 7.

[May I ever proportion my alms to my abi-

lity, lest I provoke God to proportion his bles-

sings to my alms
!]

Let hiin that is taught in the word, minister unto

liim that teacheth in all good things. Be not deceiv-

ed, God is not mocked : For whatsoever a man sow-
eth that shall he reap.

—

Gal, vi. 6, 7.

[There is no return, O God, which we can
make to thy ministers, equal to the blessings

which they bestow^ upon us; For they minis-

ter unto us the means of grace and salvation.]

While we have time, let us do good unto all men

:

and especially unto them that are of the household of
fiuth.

—

GaL vi. 10.

[Blessed be God, that I have yet time !

Lord give me a heart to do good before tJie

niglit Cometh, zvhen no man can work.']

Godliness is great riches, if a man be content with

that he hath : For v/e brought nothing into the world,

neither may we carry any thing out.—1 Tim, vi. 6, 7.

[Grant me, O God, a pious and contented

mind ; and for the rest

—

thy ivill he done !]

Charge them who are rich in this world, that (hey

be ready to give, and glad to distribute ; laying up'in

store for themselves a good foundation against the

time to come, that they may attain eternal life.

—

1 T/w. vi. 17, 18, 19.
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[If thou hast given me riches, O God, grant

me grace to employ them in works of benefi-

cence and mercy, that thus they may be instru-

mental in advancing my eternal felicity.]

God is not unrighteous, that he will forget your

works, and labour that proceedeth of love : vvhith love

ye have showed for his name's sake, who have minis-

tered unto the saints, and yet do minister.

—

Heb*

vi. 10.

[O blessed Lord, how great is thy goodness

!

All that I have is thine : and yet thou dost

condescend to receive every act of charity to

thy saints and servants, as if it were done un-

to'thyself!]

To do good and to distribute, forget not ; for with

such sacrifices God is well pleased.

—

Heb. xiii. 16.

[May our prayers and our alms ascend unto

thee, O God ! and do thou graciously accept

them for Jesus Christ's sake.]

Whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother

have need, and shutteth up his compassion fiom him,

how dwelleth the love of God in him ?—1 St, john^
iii. 17.

[O my God and Saviour ! may I ever mani-
fest my love and gratitude to thee, by acts of

beneficence and kindness to my fellow men.]
Give alms of thy goods, and never turn thy face

from any poor man ; and then the face of the Lord
shall not be tumed away from thee.

—

Tob* iv. 17.

[Grant me, O Lord, a lively compassion for

the miseries of others, that thou mayest finally

have compassion on me.]
Be merciful after thy power. If thou hast much,

give plenteously. If thou hast little, do thy diligence
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gladly to give of that little : for kg gulh crest thou thy-

self a good reward, in the day of necessity.

—

Tob, iv.

8, 9.

[I thank thee, O God, that thou dost not

judge or reward according to the greatness of

the gift, but according to the disposition and
ability of the giver. And after all, thy rewards

infinitely exceed the merit of our most ex-

alted acts of virtue.]

He that hath pity upon the poor, lendeth to the

Lord : and loolc, what he layeth out, it shall be paid

him again.

—

Prov, xix. 17,

[Blessed be thy name, O God, that thou dost

vouchsafe to reo:ard mv beneficence to the

poor as a favour rendered unto thyself ; and
dost graciously promise to repay me from the

exhaustless treasure of thine infinite mercies.]

Blessed be the man that provideth for the sick and

needy : the Lord shall deliver him in the time of trou-

ble.—PW. xli. 1.

[O Lord, may I carefully avoid all idle and
vain expenses, that I may thus be always able

to administer to the consolation and support of

the sick and needy. May a principle of divine

charity and love evermore animate and inspire

me ; that thus, in the time of trouble, in the

hour of death, and in the day of judgment, I

may with confidence flee to thee as my refuge

and my portion.

Ejaculation to be used at offering our Alms.

6 Lord ! from the bounties of thy Provi*

dence with which thou hast crowned my lot,

I cheerfully and humbly devote a portion to
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the service of thy altar—to the relief and com-
fort of the distressed members of Christ's mys-
tical body. To thee be all the glory and all

the praise, through Jesus Christ.'—AMEN.]
^ Whilst these Sentences are in readings the Deacons^

Church'Xvardens^ or other Jit persons appointed for
that purpose^ shall receive the Alms for the Poor^ and
ether Devotions of the People^.in a decent Bcuon to he

provided hy the Parish for that purpose; and rever-

ently bring it to the Priest^ zvho siicdl hiimbhj present

andplace it upon the Holy Table,

[Before the prayerfor Christ's chinxh militant^

if a9v opportunity offer, use the folloicing

prayer :

Saviour of the world ! 1 come to thy altar

to commemorate thv dvin?- love ; to plead the

merits of thy cross and baptism ; to testify my
unshakel!^ faith in thee ; my communion with
thy holy church ; my charity with all mankind.
Blessed Jesus ! who hast called me to the par-

ticipation of the sacred mysteries of thy altar,

guide and aid m.e in my devotions ; quicken
my repentance ; animate my faith and grati-

tude ; fix my ardent contemplations on the
eternal glories of thy mercy and grace. Nou-
rished and strengthened by the sacred symbols
of thy body and blood, may both my soul and
body be prepared for that everlasting life which
thou hast purchased by thy merits ; and which
thoa dost besrow on all those who believe in thy
saving name, and rely alone on thy mercy and
power. Even so, blessed Jesus.

—

AMEN.l
X
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% Ai7d the Priest shall then place upon the Table so much
Bread and Wine^ as he shall think siiff.cient. After
ivhich done^ he shall saij^

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ's Church
militant.

AhPiighty and everliving God, who, by thy holy

Apostle, hast taught us to make prayers and supplica-

tions, and to give thanks for all men : We humbly be-

* If there hs no seech thee most mercifully [* to accept

alms cr cblnti- our alms aud chlcitiohs^ and'] to receive
ons, then shall these our pravers, which we offer unto

''^'..nT'our^'^ thy divine Majesty; beseeching thee to
accept our

^
J . . ,, "^i tt •

^ r^^ i

alms and ob- inspu-e continually the Universal Church
lations, and) y^\'^\i the spirit of truth, unitv, and con-
be left unsaid.

^^^,^^ . ^^^ ^^^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^j ^1^^^ ^'^,^^ ^^ ^^^^^

fess thy holy Name may agree in the truth of thy ho-

ly w^ord, and live in unity and godly love. We be-

seech thee also, so to direct and dispose the hearts of

all Christian Rulers, that they may tn.ily and impar-

tially administer justice, to the panishment^Hf wicked-

ness and vice, and to the maintenance of thy true reli-

gion and virtue. Give grace, O heavenly Father, to

all Bishops and other Ministers : that they may, both

by their hfe and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively

word, and righth^ and duly administer thy holy Sacra-

ments. And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace

;

and especially to this Congregation here present ; that

with meek heart, and due reverence, they may hear,

and receive thy holy Word ; truly ser^dng thee in ho-

liness and righteousness all the days of their life.

And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness,

O Lord, to comfort and succour all those who, in this

transitory life, are in trouble, sorrov/, need, sickness, or

any other adversity. And we also bless thy holy Name,
for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and

fear ; beseeching thee to give us grace so to follow



THE HOLY COMMUNION. 231

their good examples, that with them we may be par-

takers of thy heavenly kingdom : Grant this, O Fa-

ther, tor Jesurj Christ's sake, oar only Mediator and

Advocate.—AMEN.

^ At the time of the celebration of the Comuiiinton^ th0

Priest shall say this Exhorta'kiu

Dearly beloved in the Lord, ye who mind to come
to the holy Communion of the Body and Blood of our

Saviour Christ, must consider how St. Paul exhorteth

all persons diligently to try and examine themselves,

before they presume to eat cf that Bread, and drink

of that Cup. For as the benefit is great, if with a true

penitent heart and lively faith we receive that holy Sa-

crament j so is the danger great, if we receive the

same unworthily. Judge therefore yourselves, breth-

ren, that ye be not judged of the Lord ; repent ye tru-

ly for your sins past ; have a lively and stedfast faith

in Christ (fur Saviour ; amend your lives, and be in

perfect charity with all men : so shall ye be meet par-

takers of those holy Mysteries. And above all things,

ye must give most humble and hearty thanks to God
the Fatlier, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, for the re-

demption of the world by the death and passion of our
Saviour Christ, both God and man ; who did humble
himself, even to the death upon the cross, for us mise-

rable sinners, who lay in darkness and the shadow of

death ; that he might make us the children of God,
and exalt us to everlasting life. And to the end that

we should always remember the exceeding great love

of our Master and only Saviour Jesus Christ, thus dy-

ing for us, and the innumerable benefits which by his

precious blood-shedding he hath obtained for us, ha
hath instituted and ordained holy Mysteries, as pledges

of his love, and for a continual remembrance of his

death, to our great and endless comfort. To him,
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therefore, with the Father, and the Holy Ghost, let U3
give (as we are most bounden) continual thanks ; sub-

mitting ourselves wholly to his holy will and pleasure,

find studying to serve him in true holiness and righte*

ousness, all the days of our life.—AMEN.
^ Then shall the Priest say to those xvho come to receive

the hohj Communion.

Ye who do truly and earnestly repent you of your
sins, and are in love and charity v^'ith 3 our neighbours,

and intend to lead a new life, foUovving the conimand-
ments of God, and walking from henceibrdi in his holy

ways ; draw near with faith, and take this holy Sacra-

ment to your comfort ; and make your humble con-

fession to Almighty God, devoutly kneeling.

^ Then shall this general Confession be made^ hij the

Priest and all those who are minded to receive the ho-^

hj Comr.nmicn^ humhlu kneeling :
*

Almighty C^od, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

Maker of all things, Judge of all men ; we acknow-

ledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness,

which we from time to time most grievously have

committed, by thought, word, and deed, against thy

divine Majesty; provoking most justly thy wrath and

indignation against us. We do earnestly repent, and

arc heartily sorry for these our misdoings ; the remem-
brance of them is grievous unto us ; the burthen of

them is intolerable. Have mercy upon us, have mer-

cy upon us, most merciful Father ; for thy Son our

Lord Jesus Christ's sake, forgive us all that is past

;

and grant, that we may ever hereafter serve and please

thee in newness of life, to the honour and glory of thy

Name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.—AMEN.
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1[ Then shall the Priest (the Bishop, if he be presentJ
stand up, and turning to the people, say.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his

great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins to all

those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn

unto him, Have mercy upon you
; i)ardon and deliver

you from all your sins ; confirm and strengthen }'0u in

all goodness ; and bring you to everlasting life, thro'

Jesus Christ our Lord.—AMEN.
^^After the Absolution is pTonounccd, to xoJiich

you should attentivelij and devoutly listen, as

the declaration of God through his authorized

servant, use thefollowing short ejaculation :

May this absolution, O God, seal to my
soul the forgiveiiess of my sins.]

% Then shall the Priest say.

Hear what comfortable words our Saviour Christ

saith unto all who truly turn to him.

^^After each of the follozving sentences use the

short ejaculations annexed.^

Come unto me, all ye that travel and are heavy la-

den, and I will refresh you.

—

St, Mattlu xi. 28.

[Make me, O Jesus, truly sensible of my
guilt and unworthiness ; that, oppressed with
the burden of my sins, I may go to thee for

rest and deliverance.]

So God loved the vrorld, that he gave his only be-

gotten Son, to the end that all that believe in him
should not perish, but have cAerlasting life.

—

St, John^
iii. 16.

X2
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[O Lord, I believe—increase and establish

my faith ; that, ever loving and serving thee,

I may finally, through thy mercy^ be made
partaker of everlasting glory.]

Hear also what St, Paul saith.

This is a true saying, and worthy of all men to be
received, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save

sinners.—1 Tim, i. 15.

[I bless thee, O Jesus, who, moved by infi-

nite compassion, didst come into the world to

save sinners.]

If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Fa-
ther, Jesus Christ the righteous ; and he is the propi-

tiation for our sins.—1 St, jfohn, ii. 1, 2.

[O blessed Jesus, by thy blood and merits,

by thy powerful intercession, procure my par-

don and deliverance from the guilt and con*

demnation of sin.]

Tl After xvhich the Priest shallproceed^ sayings

Lift up your hearts.

Anszver, We lift them up unto the Lord.

Priest, Let us giv^e thanks unto our Lord God^

Answer, It is meet and right so to do.

T[ Then shall the Priest turn to the Lord'^s Table^ and say

^

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that

we should at all times, and at all places, give thanks

unto thee, O Lord, [* Holy Father,] Almighty Ever-

lasting God.

• These ivorf/* [Holy Father] mxisl be omitted on Trinity Stmcloy.
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^ Here shallfolloxv the proper Preface^ according to the

time, if there be any specialli) appointed ; or else im-

mediately shall be said or sung by the Priest and Peo-

ple :

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with

all tlie company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy

glorious Name j evermore praising thee, and saying.

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts, heaven and
earth are full of thy glory : Glory be to thee, O Lord
Most High.—AMEN,

m PROPER PREFACES.

TJ Upon Christmas Day, and serven Days after*

Because thou didst give Jesus Christ, thine only

Son, to be born as at this time for us j who, by the ope-

ration of the Holy Ghost, was made very man, of the

substance of the Virgin Mary his mother ; and that

without spot of sin, to make us clean from all sin

:

Therefore with Angels, ^c,

^ Upon Easter Day, and seven Days after.

But chiefly are we bound to praise thee for the glo-

rious resurrection of thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord

:

For he is the very Paschal Lamb, which was offered

for us, and hath taken away the sin of the w^orld ; who
by his death hath destroyed death, and, by his rising

to life again, hath restored to us everlasting life :

Therefore with Angels, 8Pc.

^ Upon Ascension Day, and seven Days after.

Through thy most dearly beloved Son Jesus Christ
our Lord ; who, after his most glorious Resurrection,
manifestly appeared to all his Apostles, and, in their

sight, ascended up into heaven, to prepare a place for

us ; that where he is, thither we might also ascend,
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and reign with him in glory: Therefore with An«
gels, £sPc.

^ Upon Whitsunday^ and six Days after.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord ; according to

whose most true promise, the Holy Ghost came down
as at this time from heaven, with a sudden great sound,

as it had been a mighty wind, in the likeness of fiery

tongues, lighting upon the Apostles, to teach them,

and to lead them to all truth
; giving them both the

gift of divers languages, and also boldness with fer-

vent zeal, constantly to preach the gospel unto all na-

tions ; whereby we have been brought out of darkness

and error, into the clear light and true knowledge of

thee, and of thy Son Jesus Christ ; Therefore with

Angels, ^c,

% Upon the Feast of Trinity only^ may he said^

Who ait one God, one Lord ; not only one person,

but three persons in one substance : For that which

we believe of the glory of the Father, the same we be-

lieve of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, without any

difference or inequality : Therefore with Angels, £^c.

^ Or else this may be said, the words [Holy Father] be-

ing retained in the introductory Address.

For the precious death and merits of thy Son Jesus

Christ our Lord, and for the sending to us of the Ho-

ly Ghost the Comforter ; who are one with thee in

thy eternal Godhead : Therefore with Angels, Effc.

^ Then shall the Priest^ kneeling doivn at the Lord^s

Table^ say^ in the name of all those xvho shall receive

the Communion^ this Prayerfollowing :

[I71 (his most qffccting and solemn form of liu-
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viilialion, iJie Communicants acknowledge^

througli the Minister, their great iimvorthi-

?iess, and tlie unmerited mercy of God in ad*

milting the??! to his Holt/ Table. In this act

of humiliation, every communicant should se^

cretlifjoin with livelyfervour and devotion.
~\

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O
merciful Lord, tmsting in our righteousness, but in

thy manifoid r.nd great mercieso We are not worthy
so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table.

But thou art the same Lord, whose property is always

to have mercy : Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord,
so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to

drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made
clean by his body, and our souls washed through his

precious blood, and that v/e may evermore dwell in

him, and he in us.—AMEN.
[The Prayer of consecration nowfollows ; and

zchile the Priest is engaged in the solemn act

ofconsecrating the bread and wine, the com-

municant should fix his devout affections on

his Saviour, zvhose blood is an all-sufficient

propitiationfor the sins of the zvorld. IVheii

the bread is broken; call to mind the grief

and agony of him who was wounded for our

transgressions, and bruised for our iniqui-

ties. When the cup of IVine is blessed; think

of him who, under the iveight of our sins,

sweat great drops of blood, and on the cross

made his soul an offering for sin. When the

consecrated bread and xvine are offered to

God, as a sacrifice commemorative of the one
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great sacrifice of Christ ; bless the Almi^hii/

Father ivhogave his Sonfor the sins of offend-
ing man, and who, through Christ, is reco?!-

citing the ivorld unto himself When the

power of Divine Grace is invoked on the holy

elements ; devoutly adore and bless the Hol\)

Gliost, tiie Lord and Giver of Life, ivho ap-

plies to the soul the mercies of redemption.

And let tJie surrender zvhich you make of
yourself to the service of God, your Creator,

Redeemer, and Sanctifier, be sincere, ardent,

and universal,]

% Wheti the Priest, standing before the Table, hath so

ordered the Bread and Wine^ that he may with the

more readiness and decency break the Bread before the

people, and take the Cup into his hand; he shall say the

Prayer of Consecration, anfolloxveth :

All glory be to thee, Almighty .God, our heavenly

Father, for that thou, of thy tender mercy, didst give

thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the

cross for our redemption j who made there (by his one

oblation of himself once offered) a full, perfect and suf-

ficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins

of the whole world ; and did institute, and in his holy

gospel command us to continue a perpetual memory of

that his precious death and sacrifice until his coming
again ; For in the night in which he was betrayed (^)

(a) Here the Priest ^'^ toojc bread
;
and when he had

is totaketbe Paten in- givcn thanks, (^) he brake it, and gave
to his Hands. it to his disciples, saying. Take eat,

tie Bleat''''
^''""^

(') ^^'^ '^ ^^y ^^'^^^ ^^'^^^ '^ ^''

(c) And here to lay
"^'^" fo^ you ; Do this in reniem-

his hands upm all the brancc of mc. Likewise after sup-
£read'
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(d) Here he is to per (^^ he took the cup ; and when he
take the cup into his \ ^ ,i i i ' ^ ^ ^^

£,^„,/
^ had given thanks, he gave it to them,

{t) And here he is to saying, [Drink ye all of this; for («)
lay his hand upon tvery This is my Blood, of the New
^essel,inK,hkh there rj.

j^.^j^
. ^^ ^

IS any Wine to be con' r i .
'

. '

iecrated. and lor man}', tor the remission

of sins : Do this as oft as ye shall

drink it, in remembrance of me.

The GblatioK. Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly

Father, according to the institution

of thy dearly beloved Son our Saviour Jesus Christ,

\ve thy humble servants, do celebrate and make here be-

fore thy divine Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, which
vre now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath -

commanded us to make ; having in remembrance
his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty
resurrection and glorious ascension ; rendering unto

thee most hearty thanks, for the innumerable be-

nefits procured unto us by the same.
The Invocation, And we most humbly beseech thee,

O merciful Father, to hear us ; and,

of thy almighty goodness, vouchsafe to bless and sanc-

tify, v/ith thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and
creatures of bread and wine ; that v/e, receiving them
according to thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ's holy

institution, in remembrance of his Death and Passion,

maybe partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood.

And we earnesdy desire thy fatherly goodness, merci-

fully to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanks-

giving ; most humbly beseeching thee to grant, that

by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and

through faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole

Church may obtain remission of our sins, and all

other benefits of his passion. And here we offer and

present unto thee, O Lord, ourselves, our souls, and

bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice
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unto thee ; humbly beseeching thee, that we, and all

others who shall be partakers of this holy Communion,
may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood

of thy son Jesus Christ, be filled with thy grace and
heavenly benediction, and made one body with him,

that he may dwell in them, and they in him. And
although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins,

to offer unto thee any sacrifice
;
yet we beseech thee to

accept this our bounden duty and service, not '.veigh-

ing our merits, but pardoning our offences j through

Jesus Christ our Lord ; by whom, and with whom,
in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honour and glory

be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world v/ithout end,

AMEN.
^ Here shall be swig a Hijmn^ or Part of a Hymn^
from the Selectionfor the Feasts and Fasts^ &c.

\JVhile the Priest, the Clergy, and others, are re-

ceiving the consecrated elements, the CojnmiL-

nkant shoidd be engaged in devoutli/ reading

the following meditations.

St. Luke, XV. 2.

—

The Pharisees murmured, saying

y

This man receiveth sinners and eateth xvith them*

I bless thee, O my Saviour, that thou didst

not proudly contemn the company of sinners.

I confess that I am indeed an unworthy sin-

ner. O receive me, an unworthy guest at thy

table, and make me partaker of the blessings

of thy love.

Si. John, vi. 58.

—

He that eateth of this breacly shall

live for ever,

O Jesus, who hast made the life of our souls

to depend on the consecrated bread, the sym-

bol of thy life-giving body ; may 1 never ren-
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der myself unworthy of so great a blessing, or

deprive myself of it through my own wilful

negligence. Alay this sacred bread be a prin-

ciple of immortal life to me, uniting me to

thee for ever, my Saviour and my Lord.

Exodus, xii. 23.

—

IFheJi he seeth the blood ofthe Pas*
chal Lamb on the door^ he will not mffer the destroyer

to come in to smite you,

O Jesus, the true Paschal Lamb, w^ho, by thy

precious blood, hast paid the debt due to Di-
vine justice, and hast delivered us from the

power of the Destroyer, sprinkle me with thy

precious blood, that I may be rescued from
the condemning sentence of thy justice.

Galatians, iii. 13.

—

Christ hath redeemed usfrom the

curse of the law^ being made a cursefor us ; that is—he
was treated as one under the curse of the law.

—

DeU"
teronomy^ xxi. 23.

Blessed God! how great was our misery!
How great was thy mercy ! The death of thy

Son only could save us from ruin, and him
thou didst willingly give. Alay I never de-

ceive myself with the vain hope, that, w^hile I

continue in sin, thy mercy will spare me ;

when thou didst not spare thine own Son, who
put himself in the place of sinners ! May 1 ne-

ver provoke, by transgression, thy justice 1

May I never forget thy mercies, and the infi-

nite condescension of thy blessed Son, who,
for my redemption, humbled himself even to

the death upon the cross.

Y
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1 John, ii. 25,— This 16 the promise that he hath prO'
mised ?/.?, even eternal life.

How infinitely gracious is our God! to- ex-.

cite and encourage us in his service, by the pro-

mise of immortal glory and bliss. Give me a

firm faith in thy gracious promises, that no
pleasures may corrupt my heart, no difficulties

discourao^e me from servinsr thee,

1 Cor. xi- 28.

—

Let a man e:ca:nlne himself; and so

let him eat of that bread^ and drink of that cup.

That I am invited to thy holy table, is not

because I am 'worthy, but because thou O
God, art infinitely gracious and merciful.-—
Have compassion on my infirmities ; accept of

my sincere but imperfect resolutions. I ac-

knowledge my unworthiness—I place all my
hopes of acceptance in thy mercy and love,

t-hrough Jesus my Redeemer—sincerely do I

resolve to lead a new life—to use all diligence

to secure the glorious privileges of my Chris-

tian vocation. With these sacred purposes, I

presume to advance, O Lord, to thy altar ;

trusting to thy mercy for the pardon of all my
defects, and to thy powerful grace to quicken

in me those holy dispositions which \\\\\ make
me an acceptable guest at thy holy Table.

Immediately before going up to the Altar \ise

^ _

the following Prayer.
' O gracious ai>d merciful God ! Father, Son,

and Holy Ghost ! look down from heaven, the

throne of thy eternal glory, upon me thy un-
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worthy servant, with the eyes of mercy and

compassion. O Lord my God, I disclaim all

merit ; I renounce all righteousness of my own

;

and I fly for refuge, for pardon, and sanctifica-

tion, to the righteousness of Jesus, thy anoint-

ed. For thy tender mercies' sake,- for the sake

of the blessed Jesus, the Son of thy love, in

whom thou art ever well pleased, have mercy
upon me ; receive m.y prayers

;
pardon my in-

firmities ; strengthen my weak resolutions

;

guide my steps to thy holy altar, and there

feed me with the meat that perisheth not, but

endurcth to everlasting life.—AMEN.
Then advancing to the Altaic and humbly

kneeling doivn, use the following ejaculato

ry Prayer before receiving the consecrated

Bread.

O my Lord and my God ! may I receive

this sacred symbol of thy crucified body in re-

membrance of the sacrifice of thy cross, trust-

ing alone in thy infinite merits. By the pow-
er of thy grace, may I be delivered from con-
demnation and death.

When the minister repeats the tv^rds, The body
of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was given
for thee, preserve thy body and soul unto
everlasting life

—

seal this affecting petition

by saying, secretly andfervently. Amen ; and
then reverently receive the consecrated Bread
zvith the right hajid*.]

* Tlie receiving cf the consecrated Bread with the glove on the
hand, should be avoided, as familiar and irreverent. Perhaps the



244 THE ADMINISTRATION OF

^ Thoi shall the Priest first receive the Communion in

both kinds himself andproceed to deliver the same to

the Bishops^ Priests^ and Deacons^ in like manner^

(if any be presentJ and^ after that^ to the People also

in order^ into their hands ^ all devoutly kneeling : And
xvhen he delivereth the bread^ he shall say^

The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was
given for thee, preserve'thy body and soui unto ever-

lasting life : Take and eat this in remembrance that

Christ died for thee, and feed on him in thy heart by
faith, with thanksgiving.

[Ihe the folloiving ejaculation^ after receiving

the consecrated Bread:

AhTiighty is thy power ; infinite thy mercy,

blessed Jesus. Be it unto thy servant accord-

ing unto thy word. O let thy body nourish

and strengthen me unto everlnsting life. Glo-

ry evermore be unto thee, Holy"Jesus, the

Author and Finisher of mv s?^^-^;;;^,,^

Use the folloiving ejacida Iion, l)cfort receiving

the consecrated Cup :.

I will receive the cjip of salvation, and call

upon the name of the Lord. I will ratify

my vows with this blood of the everlasting co-

venant ; and devote myself for ever to thy ser-

vice, O my God. Saviour of the world, ever-

more help and deliver me.

most decent and proper manner of receiving the consecrated Bread,

is in the palm of the right hand crossed over the left, and tlien lifted

to ihe month.
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When the minister repeats the xvords. The blood
of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was shed

for thee, preserve thy body and soul unto
everlasting life

—

seal this affecting petition by

saying, secretly andfervently, Amen ]

*Il An^J the Minister who delivereth the Cup^ shall say

^

The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which was
shed for thee, preserve thy body and soul unto ever-

lasting life : Drink this in remembrance that Christ's

Blood was shed for thee, and be thankful.

MJse the following ejaculation, after recei'cing

the Cup :

All pow^erful is the efficacy of thy preciou*?

blood, O my Saviour. May it purify my scul

from sin, and be a fountain of pardon, peace,
life eternal. Glory be unto thee, O Lamb of
God, that takest away the sins of the world.
Blessed is he w^ho recciveth by faith the sym-
bols of thy love in thy church on earth. He
shall celebrate the everlasting festival of love
in thy heavenly kingdom.

—

Amen and Amen.

Then returning to your seat, use the following
Prayer :

Blessed Jesus ! relying on thy mercy, I have
bowed myseU at thy Table, to receive the pre-

cious pledges of thy dying love. G may thy
presence go with me from thy holy ahar ; that,

when I return to the necessary labours and
duties of this miserable world, I may be en-

Y 2
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nbled, by thy grace, to obey thy commancr~
nients, and to rejoice in the smiles of thy love.

Guided by thy mercy through all the dangers
and trials of my pilgrimage, may I at length
depart out of this world in peace, in a stead-

tast reliance on thy merits, in the joyful hope
ot the fruition of tlie glories of thy kingdom,
O blessed Jesus, to whom, with the Father and
the Holy Ghost, I render all the praise of my
redemption.^—AMEN.

On Christmas Day, Easter Dai;, Kc. add to

your other devotions at the Commimioji, the

folloiving :

Upom Christmas Day, and seven days after,

I desire, O God, evermore to bless and
praise thee for thy infinite love. For thou
didst take compassion on mankind in his state

of condemnation and misery, and didst send

thy only Son into the w^orld to instruct and
guide us by his holy doctrine and example *,

to redeem us from sin, and to purchase for us

everlasting happiness, by the sacrifice of his

death. Grant, O Lord, that, through the power
of thy grace and heavenly benediction, I may
fulfil the design ofmy Saviour's coming. "Deny-
ing ungodliness and worldly lusts, may 1 live

righteously, soberly, and godly in this present

world," and thus be prepared to dwell for ever

with thee, Father of mercies, and God of all
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comfort, in those mansions of bliss and glory,

which thou hast prepared for them that love

thee.—AMEN.

Upon Easter Day, and seven days after.

Blessed Jesus ! who, by thy glorious resur-

rection fiom the dead, hast proved thyself to

be the Son of God, liast triumphed over the

power of darkness, and conquered death and
the grave ; keep me steadfast in the faith of
thy holy name. Grant, O Lord, that, by the

power of thy grace, I may rise from the death
of sin unto the life of righteousness ; may daily

proceed in all virtue and godliness of living;

and departing this live in thy faith and fear,

may finally have my perfect consummation
and bliss, both in body and soul, in thy eter-

nal and everlasting kingdom.—AMEN.

Upon Ascension Day, and seven days after.

O blessed Jesus ! who, after thy conquest
over death and hell, didst ascend in triumph
to heaven, that thou mightest prepare for us

mansions of eternal glory ; grant that the de^

sires and affections of my soul may ascend after

thee, and be supremely engaged with the con-
templation of the glories of thy power and
love. For " whom have I in heaven but thee,

and there is none upon earth that I desire be-

side thee."—AMEN.
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Upon Whitsunday, and six days after.

O blessed Jesus ! who hast sent thy Holy
Ghost to sanctify and comfort us. May my
thoughts and desires, my ways and actions,

evermore be directed by his divine guidance.

Let him be unto me a spirit of sanctificatioh,

to purify my corrupt nature ; a spij'it of counsel

in all my difficulties ; of direction in all my
doubts, fears, and scruples; of courage in all

my dangers ; of constancy and consolation to

me under all my persecutions and sufferings,

especially in time of sickness, and at the hour
of death ; that, being governed and guided by

his divine influence and direction, I may pass

through all the changes and chances of this

mortal life, and finally attain thy heavenly

kingdom., there to reign wnth ihee, blessed

Jesus, world without end.—AMEN.

Upon Trinity Sunday.

Glory be to thee, O God the Father, for

creating me after thine own image, and for

recovermg me from a state of guilt and mise-

ry. Glory be to thee, O God the Son, for

undertaking the wonderful work of man's re-

demption, by assuming our miserable nature ;

for the merits of thy suffering life ; and the

redeeming efficacy o\ thy death. Glory be

to thee, O God, the Holy Ghost, for thy mi-

raculous gifts bestowed upon the Apostles v
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and for thy preventing, restraining, enlighten-

ing, consoling, and sanctifying grace. Bles-

sing and honour, thanksgiving and praise, be
unto thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, for

ever and ever.—x\MEN.

At this most solemji and affecting ordinance , the

Coinmunicant should be constantly engaged
in acts of devotion. After he has received

the elements^ let him read the folloiving medi^

tations until the minister is ready to go on

Zvith the concluding portion of the service.

Rom. viii. 32.—He that spared not his own son, but

delivered him up for us ail, how shall he not with him
also freely give us all things ?

O God ! the gift of thy only begotten and
beloved Son, for the sins of a guilty world, is

a sure Dieage Cf !^'V infinite love. Thy mercy

in Christ Jesus is mjv ui..; ^^^ia^.^ , cvutn my nearc

?v in heaviness. I'his is my only refuge, w^hen

dismayed by the view of my guilt, and the

terrors of thy justice. Grant me, O Lord, all

those graces and virtues which VvmII qualify me
for knowing and enjoying thee for ever, for

Jesus Christ's sake, the Son of thy love.

2 Cor. V. 15.

—

Christ died for all., that they which

live should not henceforth live unto themselves., but unto

him which diedfor them.

To thee, O my Saviour, I consecrate that

life which thou hast redeemed by thy precious

blood, from the slavery of sin and satan. For-

tify my soul, I beseech thee, against all the
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temptations of the world, the flesh, and the
Devil, that with sincerity and devotion of
heart, I may evermore serve thee,

Matthew, xvi. 24.

—

Ifany man -will come after me^
let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow
?ne,

O my Saviour ! who didst take upon thee.

the form of a Servant, and to redeem sinful

man didst bear his grief and carry his sorrows ;

let me not profess to follow thee, without en-

deav^ouring to follow the blessed steps of thy

most holy life ; to imitate thy patience, meek-
ness, and humility ; thy great disregard for the

world, its pleasures, emoluments, and honours y

thy lively compassion for the miseries of men^
thy unv/earied perseverance in doing good ;

thy constancy and fervour in prayer ;- thy su-

preme resignation to the will of thy Father*

Being tlius conformed in all things to thee,

my redeemer and head, may I finally partici-

pate of the everlasting glories on which thou

hast entered.

Matthew, vi. 24.

—

No man can serve tivo masters—
you cannot serve God and Mammon.
May I never set up any rival to thee, O

God, in the possession of my heart. May I

never attempt to reconcile thy service with

the service of the world, ivliich is enmity tvith

thee. May I use it so as not to abuse it.

May I ever make all its concerns subordinate

to the concerns of my salvation. And, con-

vinced of the unsatisfying nature of its best en-
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joyments, may I ardently and supremely seek

the enduring and satisfying joys cf thy glori-

ous presence.

2 Ccr. vi. 16.—-2> are the Temple of the living God.

Make me, O God, truly sensible of the great

honour and blessing of being the habitation of

thy good Spirit—of the great danger of pro-

faning, by unholy passions^ a temple conse-

crated to thee. Make me worthy of thy con-
tinual abode and presence. Take possession

of my soul—bring all its powers into obedience
to thy laws ; and enable me to abound in all

the fruits of the spirit, that I may enjoy the

exalted assurance that thou indeed dvvellest in

me.

Luke, XV. &.—I havefoinid my sheep which was lost.

O thou good Shepherd ! I bless thee for thy
tender care and compassion of thy lost sheep.
I had indeed been for ever lost, had not thy
love sought and found me when I was astray.

For thy goodness sake, keep me from wander-
ing from thy fold ; and exalt me in thy good
time to that celestial fold, into which sin and
sorrow never enter.]

% If the consecrated Bread and Wine be spent before all

have communicated^ the Priest is to consecrate more^
according to the Form befrs prescribed ; beginning
at—All glory be to Thee, Almighty God

—

and end-

ing with these words—Partakers of his most blessed

-Body and Blood.
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Tl When all have communicated^ the Minister shall return

to the Lord's Tahle^ and reverently place upon it -what

remaincth of the consecrated Elements^ covering the

same with afair Unen Cloth.

% Then shall the Minister say the Lord\ Prayer, the

People repeating after him everypetition.

Our Father, who art in Heaven, Hallmved be thy
Name ; Thy Kingdom come ; Thy Will be done on
Earth, as it is in Heaven ; Give us this day our daily

bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive

those who trespass against us ; And lead us not into

temptation ; but deliver us from evil ; For thine is the

Kingdom, and the Power and the Glor)^, For ever

and ever. AMEN.
*[[ After shall be said asfollouoeth.

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartly thank

thee for that thou dost vouchsafe to feed us who have

duly received these holy Mysteries, with the spiritual

food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son

our Saviour Jesus Christ , and dost assure us thereby of

thy favour and goodness towards us ; and that we are

very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy

Son, which is the blessed company of ail faithful people ;

and are also heirs through hope of thy everlasting king-

dom, by the merits of the most precious death and

passion of thy dear Son. And we most humbly beseech

thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace,

that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do

all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to

walk in, through Jesus Christ our Lord ; to whom
with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honour and glory,

world without end. AMEN.
^ Then shall be said or sung, all standing, CUoria in Ex-

celsis, or so?ne proper Hymnfrom the Selection,

Glory be to God on high, and in earth peace, good-
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will towards men. We praise thee, we bless tliec, wc
worship thee, we glorify thee, v/e give thanks to thee

for thy great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God
the Father Almighty.

O Lord, the only begotten Son Jesus Christ ; O
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that

takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon
us. Thou that takest away the sins of the world, have
mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the sins of the

world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right

hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us.

For thou only art holy ; thou only art the Lord

;

thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most
High in the glory of God the Father. AMEN.

^ Then the Priest (the Bishops if he be present) shall

let them depart with this blessing.

The peace of God, which passeth all understand-

ing, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and
love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord

:

Arid the blessing of God Almighty-, the Father, the

Son, and the Holy Ghost be amongst you, and remain
with you always. AMEN.

[Jfter the blessing, use thefollowing Prayer :

I bless thee, O God, for the spiritual nou-
rishment with which thou hast strengthened and
refreshed my soul. 1 bless thee, that through
the crucified body and blood of thy Son, I am
restored to thy favour. Pardon the many im-
perfections of my services ; and grant me
grace to fulfil the sacred vows of love and
obedience which I have made to thee, my God
and Father, through Jesus Christ my Redeem-
er. AMEN.J

Z
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*|| Collects that may be said after the Collects of Morning
or Evening Prayer^ or Communion^ at the discretion

of the 3Iinister.

Assist us meixifully, O Lord, in these our supplica-

tions and prayers ; and dispose the way of thy servants

towards the attainment of everlasting salvation ; that

among all the changes and chances of this mortal life,

they may ever be defended by thy most gracious and
ready help, through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN.

Grant, we beseech thee, Almighty God, that the

words which we have heard this day with our out-

ward ears may, through thy gr?ce, be so grafted in-

wardly in our hearts, that they may bring forth in us

the fruit of good living ; to the honour and praise of

thy Name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN.
Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings, with thy most

gracious favour, and further us with thy continual help ;

that in all our w^orks begun, continued, and ended in

thee, we may glorify thy holy Name ; and finally, by

thy mercy, obtain everlasting life, through Jesus Christ

our Lord. AMEN.
Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, who

knowest our necessities before we ask, and our igno-

rance in asking ; we beseech thee to have compassion

upon our infirmities ; and those things which for our

unworthiness we dare not, and for our blindness we
cannot ask, vouchsafe to give us, for the worthiness of

thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN.
Almighty God, who hast promised to hear the pe-

titions of those who ask in thy Son's name ; we beseech

thee mercifully to incline thine ears to us who have

now made our prayers and supplications unto thee ; and

grant, that those things which we have faithfully asked

according to thy will, may effectually be obtained ; to

the relief of our necessity, and to the setting forth of

thy glory, through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN.
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«|j Upon the Sundays and other Holy-days (if there he

no Sermon or Communion) shcdl be said all that is ap'

pointed at the Communion^ unto the end of the Gospel^

concluding ivith the blessing. And ifany of the con-

secrated Bread and Wine j'e?7iain after the Communion^

it shall not be carried out of the Church ; hut the Mi-

nister and other Communicants shcdl^ imynediately after

the blessings reverently eat and drink the same.

[Upon your return home, retire to your closet to

praise Godfor his mercies, and to supplicate

his blessing in thefollozving Prayer :

I adore and praise thee, O God, for the rich

blessings of thy covenant of mercy, through

Jesus Christ, which thou hast sealed to my soul

in that hallowed ordinance of which I have

participated. I bless thee, O Lord, that having

humbly and sincerely devoted myself to thee,

and sealed my vows over the sacred symbols

of the body and blood of thy son, I can enjoy

the exalted hope that thy mercy will be my
constant solace ^ thy grace my sure protection

and reward O how great is thy love, in thus

providing for my perishing soul divine and ce-

lestial succours and consolations. May the ob-

ligations of my holy vov%^s, the sacred claims

of thy love, be ever present to my remem-
brance, and excite mt diligently and earnestly

to aim at serving and obeying thee. O may I

not, by transgression, crucify afresh that Saviour

\vhose sufferings I have commemorated, w^hose

mercy I have experienced. Almighty God !,

thou knowest the weakness of my nature, and
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the numberless temptations that encompass'
me. Evermore strengthen me by thy grace.

Without thee I shall not be able 'to stand—

O

Jead mc by tliy Almighty arm—refresh my soul

with the consolations of thy love—guide me,
to the end, in thy service—and when my
strength and my heart faileth, when my soul is

sinking in the shades of death, be thou, O
Lord, the strength of my heart and my por-

tion for ever. O my Saviour, visit me with thy

salvation ; let me see the felicity of thy cho-

sen, and rejoice e\^ermore in the gladness of thy

people. AMEN.
Let the Communicant devote alt the rest of the

day zvhich is not occupied zvith the public ser-

vice of the churchy to private acts of devotion ;

to meditating on the infinite mercy and love of
his God and Saviour ; to recalling to mind
the sacred obligations to grateful and holy

obediejice zvhich this lialloxved ordinance has

imposed upon him ; and to earnestly a?id hum-
bly imploring the succour's of divine grace,

that he may be sanctified both in soul and
body, and may be so conducted " through things

temporal, that he finally lose not the things

that are eternal,''}
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DAILY DEVOTION.

[from bishop TAYLOR.]

A Form of Prayerfor the Morning.

In the name ofthe Father^ and of the Son^ and ofthe Holy
Ghost—Our Father, &^c,

I.

MOST glorious aiid eternal God, Father of Mercy
and God of all comfort, I worship and adore thee with

the lowest humility of m\' soul ^nd body, and give thee

all thanks and praise for thy infinite, and eternal. glo-

ries and perfections : and for the continual demonstra-

tion of thy mercies upon me, upon all mine, and upon
thy holy Catholic Church.

ir.

I acknowledge, O God, that I have deserved thy

wrath and indignation. But thy mercy triumphing

over thy justice and my sins, thou hast still continued

to me life and time of repentance ; thou hast opened
to me the gates of grace and mercy j and perpetually

called upon me to enter in, and to walk in the paths of

a holy life, that I might glorify thee, and be glorified by
thee eternally.

III.

Behold, O God, for this thy great and unspeakable

goodness, for the preservation of me this night, and
for all thy graces and blessings, I oifer up my Soul

and Body, all that I am, and all that I have, as a sacri-

fice to thee and thy service ; humbly begging of theeA.
to pardon all mv sins, to defend me from all evil, td^

Z2
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lead me into all good ; and let my portion be amongst
thy redeemed ones in the gathering together of the

Saints, in the kingdom of grace and glor}%

IV.
Guide me, O Lord, in all the changes and varieties

of the world ; that in all things that shall happen, I may
have an evenness and tranquillity of spirit ; that my
soul may be wholly resigned to thy divine Will and
Pleasure ; never murmuring at thy gentle chastise-

ments and fatherly correction, never waxing proud

and insolent, though I feel a torrent of comforts and
prosperous successes.

V.
Fix my thoughts, my hopes and my desires upon

heaven and heavenly things ; teach me to despise the

world, to repent me deeply for my sins
;
give me ho-

ly purposes of amendment, and divine strength and
assistance to perform faithfully whatsoever I shall in-

tend piously. Enrich my understanding with an in-

ternal treasure of Divine Truths, that I may know
thy Will, and thou who workest in us to will and to

do of thy good Pleasure, teach me to obey all thy

Commandments, to believe all thy Revelations, and
make me partaker of thy gracious Promises.

VI.

Teach me to watch over all my wajs, that I may
never be surprised by sudden temptations, or a care-

less spirit, nor ever return to folly and vanity. Set a

watch, O Lord, before my mouth, and keep the door

of my lips, that I offend not in my tongue neither

against piety nor charity. Teach me to think of no-

thing but thee, and what is in order to thy glory and

seiTice ; to speak of nothing but thee and thy glories ;

and to do nothing but what becomes thy Sen^ant,

whom thy infinite Mercy, by the Graces of thy Holy

^1 Spirit, hath sealed up to the day of Redemption.
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VII.

Let all my passions and affections be so mortified

and brought under the dominion of grace, that I may
never by deliberation and purpose, nor yet by levity,

rashness or inconsideration, offend thy Divine Majes-
ty. jNIake me such as thou wouldst have me to be

:

strengthen my faith, confirm my hope, and give me-

a

daily increase of charity ; tliat this day and ever I may
serve thee according to all my opportunities and capa-

cities, growing from grace to grace ; till atlast by thy

mercies I shall receive the consummation and perfec-

tion of grace, even the glories of thy kingdom in the

full fruition of the Face and Excellencies of God the

Father, the Son, and die Holy Ghost ; to whom be
glory and praise, honour and adoration given by all

Angels, and all Men, and all Creaturfs, now and^to
all eternity. Ame?i. *

After which conclude whh this "Ejaculation,

Now in all tribulation and anguish of Spirit, in all

dangers of Soul and Body, in prosperity and adversi-

ty, in the hour of Death and in' the day of judg-
ment, holy and most blessed Saviour, Jesus^ \\-^M<i

mercy upon me, save me and deliver me. A?ne?i.

A Form of Prayer for Noon,

I.

O Eternal God, merciful and gracious, vouchsafe
thy Favour and thy Blessing to thy servant : let the
love of thy mercies and the dread and fear of thy Ma-
jesty, make me careful and inquisitive to seaixh thy
Will, and diUgently to perform it, and to persevere in

the practices of a holy life, even till the last of my
davs.

II.

Keep me, O Lord, for I am thine by creation;
guide me, for I am thine by purchnse ; thou hast re-
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deemed me by the blood of thy Son, and loved mc
with the love of a Father ; for I am thy child by adop-

tion and grace. Let thy mercy pardon my sins, thy

providence secure me from the punishments and evils

I have deserved, and thy care watch over me, that I

may never any more offend thee. Make me in malice

to be a child ; but in understanding, piety, and the

fear of God, let me be a perfect man in Christ, inno-

cent and prudent, readily furnished and instructed to

every good work.
III.

Keep me, O Lord, from the destroying Angel, and

from the wrath of God. Let thy anger never rise

against me ; but thy rod gently correct my follies, and

guide me in thy ways j and thy staff support me in all

sufferings and elianges. Keep all my senses entire till

the day ofmy death ; and let my death be neither sudden,

untimely, nor unprovided ; let it be after the common
manner of men, having, in it nothing extraordinary^

)ut an extraordinary piety, and the manifestation of

;hy great and miraculous mercv.

IV.

Let no riches make me ever forget myself, no po-

verty ever make me forget thee. Let no hope or

fear, no pleasure or pain, no accident without, no

weakness within, hinder or discompose my duty, or

tura me from the ways of thy Cemmandments. O let

thy Spirit dwell with me for ever, and make my soul

just and charitable, full of honesty, full of religion, re-

solute and constant in holy purposes, but inflexible to

evil. Make me humble and obedient, peaceable and

pious. Let me never envy any man's good, nor de-

serve to be despised myself; and if I be, teach me to

bear it with meekness and charity.

V.

Give me a tender conscience ; a conversation dis-

creet and affable, modest and patient, liberal and
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obliging ; a body chaste and healthful ; competency of

living according to my condition ; contentedness in

all estates ; a resigned ^vill and mortified affections

;

that I may be as thou wouldst have me, and that my
portion may be in the lot of the Righteous, in the bright-

ness of thy Countenance, and tlie Glories of Eternity.

Holy is our God. Holy is the Almighty. Ho-
ly is the Immortal* Holy, holy, holy, Lord God
of Hosts, have mercy upon me.

Oar Father, who art in Heaven, &c.

A Form of Prayerfor Evening,

O Eternal God, Great Father of IMen and Angels,

uho hast established the heavens and the earth in a

V'onderful order, making day and night to succeed

each other ; I make my humble address to thy Divine

Majesty, begging of thee mercy and protection this

night and ever. O I.,ord, pardon all my sins, my
light and rash words, the vanity and impiety of my
thoughts, my unjust and uncharitable actions, and what-
soe\ er sins I have committed against thee this day, or

any time before. Behold, O God, my soul is trou-

bled in the remembrance of my sins, in the frailty and
sinfulness of my flesh exposed to every t.-mptation, and
of itself not able to resist any. Lord God of Mercy, I

earnestly beg of thee to give me a great portion of thy

Grace, such as may be sufficient and effectual for the

xtfortiiication of all my sins, and vanities, and disor-

ders : that as I have formerly served my lust and un-

worthy desires, so now I may give myself up wholly

to thy sendee and the studies of a holy I^ife,
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XL
Blessed Lord, teach me frequently and sadly to re-

member my sins; and be thoii pleased for Jesus my
/Redeemer's sake to remember them no more. Let
i^e never forget thy Mercies, and do thou still remem-
"tper to do me good. Teach me to walk always as in

thy presence. Ennoble my soul with great degrees of

love to thee ; and impress on my spirit a great fear, and
veneration of thy holy Name and Laws ; that it mav
become the great employment ofmy whole life to serve

thee, to advance thy Glory, to root out all the habits

of sin, that in holiness of life, in humility, in charity,

in chastity, and in all the ornaments of Grace, I may
by patience wait for the coming of our Lord yesiis,

AMEN.
III.

Teach me, O Lord, to number my days that I may
apply my heart unto wisdom ; ever to remember my
last end, that I may not dare to sin against thee. Let

thy holy Angels be ever present with me to keep me
in all my ways from the malice and violence of the

spirits of darkness, from evil company, and the occa-

sions and opportunities of evil, from all the ways of sin-

ful shame, from the hands of all mine enemies, from a

sinful life, and from despair in the hour of my death.

Then, O blessed Jesus, shine gloriously upon me ; let

thy Mercies and the Light of thy Countenance sustain

me in my agonies, weaknesses and temptations ;
give

me opportunity of a prudent and spiritual Guide, and of

receiving the holy Sacrament; and let thy loving Spirit

so guide me in the ways of peace and safety, that with

the testimony of a good conscience and the sense of

thy Mercies and grace, I may depart this life in

the unity of the Church, in the love of God, and a

certain hope of Salvation through thee my Lord and

blessed Saviour.—AMENt
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IV.

Into thy hands, most blessed Jesus^ I commend my
soul and body, for thou hast redeemed both with thy
most precious Blood. So bless and sanctify my sleep-

unto me, that it may be temperate, holy and safe, 2i,

refreshment to my wearied body, to enable it so to.

serv^e my soul, that both may serve thee with a never-

failing* duty. O let me never sleep in sin or death
eternal, but give me a watchful and a prudent spirit,

that I may omit no opportunity of serving thee j that

whether I sleep or wake, live or die, I may be thy
servant and thy child ; that when the work of my life

is done, I may rest in the bosom of my Lord ; till bv
the voice of the Archangel, the trump of God, I sh all

be awakened and called to sit down and feast at the
eternal Supper of the Lamb. Grant this, O Lamb
of God, for the honour of thy Mercies, and the glory

of thy Name, O most mercifid Saviour and Redeemer
Jesus,—AMEN.

Our Father, &c.

Psal. cxxi. 1, 8fc\—I Will lift up mine eyes unto the
hills from whence cometh my help.

My help cometh of the Lord which made Heaven
and Earth.

He will not suffer thy foot to be moved : he that

keepeth thee will not slumber.

Behold, he that keepeth Lraei shall neither slumber
nor sleep.

The Lord is thy Keeper, the Lord is thy shade up-
on thy right hand.

The Sun shall not smite thee by day, neither the
moon by night.

The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil ; he shall

preserve thy soul.
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The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy com-

ing in, from this time forth for evermore.

Glory be to the Father, &c.

To your Evening Devotions add the following Act of
Intercession,

O God of infinite mercy, who hast compassion on

all men, and relievest the necessities of all that call to

thee for help ; hear the prayers of thy servant, who is

unworthy to ask any petition for himself, yet, in humi-
lity and duty, is bound to pray for others.

O let thy mercy descend upon the whole church;

preserve her in truth and peace, in unity and safety ;

that offering to thy glory the never-ceasing sacrifice

of prayer and thanksgiving, she may advance the ho-

nour of her Lord, and be filled with his spirit, and

partake of his glory.

—

Amen*
Bless all Christian rulers, and grant them grace,

wisdom, and understanding, to execute justice, and to

maintain truth.

—

Ameju

Bless those who minister in holy things. Clothe

them with salvation, that the people may rejoice.

—

Amen,
Let all my family and kindred, my neighbours and

friends, receive the benefit of my prayers, and the

blessings of thy favour ; the comforts and supports of

thy Providence, and the sanctification of thy Spirit.

—

Amen,
Relieve and comfort all the persecuted and afflicted;

speak peace to troubled consciences ; strengthen the

v;eak ; confirm the strong ; instruct the ignorant ; de-

liver the oppressed from him that spoileth him, and

relieve the needy that hath no helper ; and bring us

all, by the waters of comfort, and in the ways of righte-
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ousness, to the kingdom of rest and glory, through Je-

sus Christ our Lord.

—

Amen.

To your Devotions on Sunday add the following,

\From Bishop Andrevis.'^

Through the tender mercy of our God, the dtiy

spring from on high hath visited us.

Blessed be thy name, O Lord, for that light which
no darkness ever overspreads, that sun which never

goes down.

O thou who, on this day, didst rise again, raise up
my soul to newness of life

; grant me repentance from
dead works, and plant me in the likeness of thy resur-

rection.

And thou, O Father and God of peace, who didst

bring again from ihe dead our Lord Jesus Christ, that

great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the

everlasting covenant ; make me perfect in every good
work to do thy will, working in me that which is well

pleasing in thy sight, through Jesus Christ.

O thou, who didst also on this day of the week,
send down on thy Apostles thy most holy Spirit ; take

not the same Spirit away from us : but grant to all thy

sen'ants who ask it of thee, that they may be daily re^

iiewed, and more plentifully enriched with the same.
O Lord, who, by choosing this day for these most

imix)rtant, most beneficial events, didst direct thy
Apostles to call it, and to make it thy holy day ; grant,

that, by imploring thy grace, and celebrating thy

praise on this holy day j by praising and reading thy
word ; and by attending on the public assemblies ot
thy Saints in the house where thy honour dwelleth ; I

may be prepared for that eteraal rest which remaineth
for the people of God, of which the sacred rest of this

day is a figure and a pledge—and for joining in the

2 A
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eternal hymns of angels and blessed spirits in the life

to come ; ascribing unto God the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Ghost, honour and praise, for ever and ever.

SHORT EJACULATIONS.
In the Mornings when youjirst awake and see the light,

. I bless thee, O Lord, for watching over me this

night, and for bringing me to enjoy the comforts of
another day. Lord, lift thou up the light of thy coun-
tenance upon me.

When you get up,

I laid me down and slept, and rose up again, for the

Lord sustained me. O let me awake unto righteous*

ness, and arise from the dead, that Christ may give

me light.

When you lie down at Jiighi,

I will lay me down in peace to take my rest. O
my God, under the shadow of thy wings make me to

dwell in safety.

I?i the Church, before Divi7ie Service,

O Lord, pardon my sins, and receive my prayers ;

and may the truths of salvation here proclaimed make
me wise unto salvation, through Jesus Christ our

Lord.

—

Ame7i,

After Divine Service,

O Lord, pardon the imperfections both of my pray-

ers and praises, and incline me not only to hear thy

word, but to obey the same; through Jesus Christ

our Lord.

—

Amen,
Grace before Meat.

, . Bless, O Lord, we beseech thee, this refreshment

to our use, and us to thy service, for Christ's sake.—
Amen,

Grace after Meat,

For this and every other mercy, O God, thy holy

name be received, through Jesus Christ our Lord.—*



DIRECTIONS
TO

COLLECTS AND PSALMS,
IN THE

BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER.

Proper to be used by the Commwucant in his private

Devotions,

Collects. See

FOR God's Assistance in the C 1st Sunday after Epiphany,
Performar.ce of our Duty, ^ 9th after Trinity.

under Affl.ct.on., ^5th in Lent.
- 5th Sunday after Epiphany,
\ St. John Evangelist,

For the universal Church, y 2d for Good Friday,

^16th and 22d after Trinity.

S5th Sunday after Trinity,

^ ^.— J -
J
St. Simeon and Jude,

Church, ^See Ministers.
For Contrition, On Ash-Wednesday.
Against Covetousness, St. Matthew's Day.

rist Sunday in Advent,
1 1st after Easter,

For Conversion from sin, -< St. Andrew's Day,
i St. James's Day,
V- St. Matthew's Daj'.

For the Benefit of Christ's Death, For the Annunciation.

For a right and firm Faith, ^ ^^^
Collects forTrinitySunday,

^ ^ St. Thomas and St. Mark.
For Faith, Hope, and Charity, 14th Sunday after Trinity.

r2d Sunday in Lent,
For Grace and assistance in our J 4th in Advent,

Pjiintual Course, i Easter Day,
L IstjSd, and 13th, after Trinitv.
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Collects.
1st Sunday in Advent,

phany,
Sunday after Epiphany,

unday after Ascension Day.
See the Sunday before Easter.'

2d Sunday after Easter.

St. Stephen's Day,

/-Ist

jEpi
i 6th

L Sun

For eternal Happiness,

For Humility and Patience,

For Imitation of Christ,

For our Imitation of the saints

)tisi's Dar,
Day

For deliverance from Judgments,
^ 4^1^'g^y "in iTnt^^'
r4th Sunday after Easter,

For the Love ofGod and his laws, < 1st, 6th, Tth, and 14th af'-cr^

(^ Trinity.

Qiiinquageslma Sunday.
fSt. Matthias's Day,
< St. Peter's Day,
^3d Sunday in Advent.
C On the Circumcibion and Eapf

^ ter Day.
For the protection of God's Pro- C 2d, 3d, 4th, and 20th Sunday

For Love and Charity,

For the Ministers of God's word
and sacraments,

For Mortification,

\ after Triiiity.

For the Purificaiion.

^12th, 21st, and 24ih Sunday
^ after Trinity.

10;h Sunday after Trinity.

For Christmas-Day.

7th Sunday after Trinity.

St. John Baptist's Day.
3d Sunday after Easter.

2d Sunday in Advent.

Against evil Thoughts, .5th after Easter.

For deliverance from, and sup- C 4th after Epiphany,

I 2d in Lent.

5th after Easter,

For fruitfulness in good Works, "^-^ 1st, 9th. 11th, 13th. Ifih,

25th after Trinity.

videncc,

For Purity of heart.

For Pardon of sin,

For acceptance of our PraycrF,

For Renovation,

To be truly Religious,

For christian Resoluiioni

For Sincerity,

Before reading the Scriptures,

port under Temptations,
r5th

)rks,^< 1st,

C 2

vA

Directions to Psalms, c^\\

Psalms.

FOR God's Assistance in our Sacramental")
Ps. 23, 26, lU.

Preparation, 5
'

"
*

„q
For the Gift and Grace of Repentance, — Ps. 6, 25, 32, u8.
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Psalms.
Before Self-Examination, — — — — Fs. 139,

Fcr Confession of Sins, and for Forgiveness, Ps. 51, 6, 32, 38.

An Act of Contrition, —. — — — — Pa. 25.

On a Resolution to lead a new Life, — — Ps.1,23,24,25,126.

For Faith in God's Mercy, thro' Christ*s Death, Ps. 19, 57.

For a thankful Remembrance of Christ's Death, Ps, 103, 2,3, 4.

For the Grace of Charity, _ — — — Ps. 15,41,112,133.

For Grace to love God's Law, — — — Ps. 19, 119.

For a Holy Life, _- — — _ — — Ps. 85.

For Salvation and eternal Happiness, — — Ps. 16, 24.

For God's Care and Protection, — . — — Ps. 37.

For the Comfort of God's Holy Spirit, — — Ps. 34.

For Humility, — — — — — — — Ps. 131.

Thanksgivings for God's Mercies, — — — Ps. 103, 136, 138.

For Pardon of Sins, — — -__ — Ps. 85, 106, 116.

For Redemption by Christ, — — — _ Ps. 98, 118.

Against evil and perplexing Thoughts, —^^ Ps.6, 102,34,42,43.

Oil CViristmas Day, and seven days after, — Ps. 19, 89, 45.

Easter Day, and seven days after, — — — Ps. 2, 57, 111.

Whitsunday, and seven davs after, — — Ps. 34, 42, 43, 51.

Trinity Sunday, — — — — — — Ps. 2, 47, 72, 110.

For the Grace of Perseverance, — — — Ps. 86, 119.

For the Morning, — — — — — — Ps. 4, 16, 17,23,85
For the Evening, — — — _ — — Ps. 138, 130, 119.

THE WHOLE
BOOK OF PSALMS,

DIGESTED INTO

PRAYERS, MEDITATIONS, THANKSGIVINGS, S;«.

To be added to our other Devotions as occasion may require.

PRAYERS.
FOR grace to love God's law,

j For God's providence and pro-
• Psal. 19,119.

' l---^
For preservation from sin, Psal.

19, 40.

For preservation from the pun-
ishment of sin, and God's
Judgments, Ps. 25, 28, 75, 76.

For pardon of our sins, Fs. 6, 25,

32, 38, 40, 41, 51, 65, 130,
143.

For propagation cf the gospel

tection, Ps. 4, 16, 17, 23, 86,
91, 121.

For protection against malicious
and wicked persons, Psal. 5,
70, 94, 109, 140.

For the church, and all faithful
people, Psal. 5, 10, 45, 48,
5:^, 68, 70, 74, 79, 80, 93, 94,
114,132,137.

Tj^-r i:o .,« ^.. _ . ,

For defence against all enemies,
Ps. 47, 68, 72, 145.

|
ghostly and bodily, public aaU

2 A 2
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private, Ps. 3, 5,7, 11,13,17,
18,27,31,35,40, 54,55,59,
70,108,109,135.141.

For a holy life, sanctity, and in-

nocence, Ps. 1, 15, 23, 24, 25,
50, 84, 85, 101, 119, 126.

For salvation and eternal joys,

Ps. 16,24, 28, 36, 50, 75, 84,

87, 97, 126.

For defence of our innocence,
Ps. 7.

For a blessed and holy death,

Ps. 1,33,36, 50,88,90,102,

^ 142.

For deliverance from treason,

and private conspiracies, Ps.

41, 55, 109.

For deliverance from death and
damnation, Ps. 28, 30, 102,
125.

For health, Ps. 90, 102.

For all cUris'ian rulers and
judges, Ps. 82.

For advancement ofreligion, Ps.

45, 48, 72, 74.

For deliverance from the power
of the devil, Ps. 57.

For peace, Ps. 46, 122, I23, 133,

144.

For comfort in sadness, Ps. 101,

102, 142.

For spiritual blessings, Ps. 65,

73.

or fi

,65.

For competency of living, Ps.

127.

For tranquillity of spirit, Ps. 141.

For victory, Ps. 144.-;

For comfort of God's Spirit, Ps.

34, 42, 43, 51, 61, 102, 142.

Prayersforfiarticulargraces.

For repentance, Ps. 102.

For mortHication, Ps. 131.

For humility, Ps. 131.

For patience, Ps. 94.

For perseverance, Ps. 19, 85.

For devotion and religion, Ps.

27,33,42,43, 99,119, 111.

For charity, Ps. 41, 112.

For liberality and contempt of
riches, Ps. 4, 49, 73.

For hope and trust in God, Ps.

33, 37, 46, 49, 46, 57, 77, 92,

115,125, 146.

For reverence and fear of God,
Ps.2, 33, 112, 128.

For watchfulness over our ways,
Ps. 56.

For zeal, Ps. 119.

For health and newness of life,

Ps. 50, 84.

Prayera^for several times and
occasions.

In the time of sadness, Psal. 61,

102, 142.

In the time of persecution and
oppression, Ps. 7, 9, 10, 52,

53, 58, 64, 69, 73, 137, 142.

In time of war, Ps. 18, 44, 46,

60, 89, 103.

In the time of slander, Ps. 37,

52, 64, 120.

In time of temptation, 13, 19,

90.

In time of sickness. Pa. 30, 31,

88, 90, 102, 142.

In time of public calamity and
distraction, Ps. 46, 89,91.

In time of spiritual desertion,

Ps. 34,42,43,51. 61,102.

In time of relapse into sin, Ps.

51.

In time of solemn devotion, P».

20. 81.

On Good-Friday, Ps. 22.

On Ascension-day, Ps. 24.

. Prayers fireparatory.

To the sacrament, Ps. 23, 26,
111.
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To death, Ps. 26, 30, 31, 39,71,

8S, 90. 142, viz. to be said in

sickness or old age.

De/irecaCions,

Against Atheism and Irreliglon,

Ps 14.

Against Idolatry, Ps. 115.

Against heretics and heresy,

Ps. 59.

Against danger of evil compa-
ny, Ps. 1, 12,120.

Against sacrilege, and sacrile-

gious persons, Ps. 74, S3.

Against fearfulness and doubt-

ing, Ps. 77.

Against covetoushess, Ps. 4, o7.

Against the enemies of the

church, Ps. 59, 68, 74, 83, 102,
120.

Against death, Ps. 88.

Meditations,

On the dav of judgment, Ps. 50,

97.

On the passion of Christ, Ps. 22.

On the joys of heaven, Ps. 126,

142,

C» the perfections and excellen-

cies of God manifested in his

creatures, Ps. 8, 104.

On God's providence over his

people, and mercvto the peni-
tent, Ps. 74,93, 105, 106, 147.

On God's justice and judgments
on sinners, Ps. 73, 92.

On his omnipotence and omni-
presence, Ps. 139.

j^cts of virtue.

Adoration of God, Ps. 8,' 26, 65,

95, 96, 145.

Adoration of the second Person
in the Trinity, Ps. 47-

Acts of hope in God, Ps. 4,11,
18.

Acts of religion, Ps. 134.

Acts of praise to God, Ps. 17,
135, 148, 150.

Acts of love to God, Vs. 116.

•Desire after Gcd and heavenly
things, Ps. 63, 84, 87.

Thanksgivings,

For all God's mercies, Ps. IQSy
136, 138.

For his mercy and truth, Ps. 100.
For delivering us from enemies
and all other dr.ngers, Ps. 40,
103, 114, 116.

For delivering us from sickness
and all other troubles, Ps. 81,
107, 124, 144.

For pardon of our sins, Psal. 85.
106, 116.

For redemption bv Chnst, P-.
98, 118.

For the blessings of the gospel,
Ps. 111.

For acts of God's providence,
a-ad particular care over m,
Ps. 113, 121.

For victory, Ps. 144.

THE SEVEN PENITENTIAL PSALMS
Are the 6th, 32d, 38th, 51st, 102d, 130th, 143d.

OUR SAVIOUR'S SERMON ON THE MOUNT
Is the 5th, 6th, and 7th Chapters of St Mattheiv.

The EiGHf BEAriruDES, St, Matth, Chap, v. Verse 3, 8fc.

1. Blessed are the poor inspirit: for theirs ie the kingdom of
heaven.



272 THE FORM OF PSALMS, Sec.

2. Bles&ed are they that mourn : for they shall be comforted.

3. Blessed ar<= /ne meek : for they shall inherit the earth.

4. Blessed are they which do hmiger and thirst after righteous-

ness : for tiipy shall be filled.

5. Blessed re the merciful : for they shall obtain mercy.

6. Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God.

7. Bless-, d arc the peace-makers : for they shall be called the chil-

dren Oi Oc '.

8. Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness sake ;•

*or their 'i -s the kinedom cf heaven.
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IT may not be amiss to present to the reader the following pas-

sages from the writings of the Fathers, which, with man;, others

that might be produced, decisively prove, that the primitive

Church was episcopal.

First Chntury. IGJ^ATIUS^ Bhhofi of Andochy in Ida

Eldstle to the TralLians.

" Continue inseparable from Jesus Christ our God, from your

Bishop; and from the commands of the Apostles. He that is

within the altar is pure ; but he that is Hnifhout, that is, does any-

thing without the Bishops, anel Presbyters, and Deacons, is not pure
in his conscience."

In his Ejiistle to the Smyrnians,

" Let no man do any thing of what belongs to the Church with-

out the Bishop. It is not lawful, luitkout the Bishop, neither to bap-

tise, nor to celebrate the hcly Communion."

Second Centurv. IRE.YjEUS, Biiho/i of Lyons.

'' We can reckon up those whom the Apostles ordained to be
Biihnps in the several Churches, and v/ho they were that succeeded

them down to our times." (a)

CLEMEjYS, of Alexandria,

** There are other precepts without number; some which telate

to Presbyters ; others which belong to Bishops ; others respecting
DeaCi.ns." (b)

Third Cen'tury. OlilGEA] of Alexandria.

' There is a debt dtie to Deacons ,- another to Presbyters ,• and
another to Bishops; which is the greatest (fall, and exacted by the
Saviour of the ivhole Church." (c)

CYPRIAjY, Bisho/i of Carthage.

" The Church is built on Bishops, and every act of the ch'jrch 'yt

governed atid directed by them its Presidents." (d)

(a) Irenaiis, lib. Hi. cap. 5. (c) Origen. lib. tte^I ivx^^»

(b) Pcedag. lib. Hi. cap. 12. (d) Cyprianus. principio £pist.33.
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The testimony of St. Jerome, in the 4th century, has been sup-
posed, by some, to milliate against Episcopacy. In his comment
on the first chapter of Titus, he advances only as a conjecture, •« that
the Churches were at first governed by a college of Presbyters, equal
in rank and dignity. Afterwards, divisions being occasioned by
this parity among Presbyters, when every Presbyter began to claim,
as his own particular subjects, those whom he had baptised ; and
it was said by the people, lam of Pauly and I of Apostles , and I of
Cephas ; to remedy this evil, it was ordered, all the world over,
that one of the Presbyters in every Church should be set over the
rest, and peculiarly called Bishop." But it is evident, that, in this

passage, St. Jerome plainly refers the decree by which ^iVAo/^s were
established over Presbyters^ to the time of the Apostles. He not only
assigns, as the occasion of it, the adherence of some to Paul, of
others to Apostles^ of others to Cephas, which is reproved by St.

Paul in his Epistle to the Corinthians; but in his Epistle to Eva-
grius, he expressly calls the distinction of Bishops, Presbyters, and
Deacons, an apostolic institittio7iy and taken by the Apostles from the

Old Testament, where Aaron, his sons the Priests, and the Levites,

correspond to the three orders of the Christian Church. In his cata-

logue of ecclesiastical writers, he affirms, " that yames was ordain-

ed Bishop of Jerusalem by the Apostles ; that Timothy was made
Bishop of Ephesus, and Titus of Crete by St. Paul ; and Polycarp^

Bishop of Smyrna by St. jfohn," &c. Even in St. Jerome's opi-

nion, therefore, the primacy of Bishops over Presbyters was an apos-

tolic institution. Yet, were the opinion of St. Jerome otherwise,

the opinion of a single Father, in the 4th century, ought not certain-

ly to be adduced against the concurring testimony of all the earlier

Fathers.

The primitive Church, beyond all doubt, was episcopal. The Bi-

shops alone possessed the power of ordination, of transmitting

from Christ, the Head of the Church, that spiritual power which
can be derived from him alone. If, then, Presbyters who never re-

ceived authority to ordain, were to e.\ercise this power ; the minis-

terial commission which they would confer, would not be derived

in the appointed channel from Christ, and of course would «ot be

sanctioned by him. The mode established by Christ a7id his Apostles^

of conveying ministerial power in the Church to " the end of the

world," cannot be altered by any human authority.

The reader who is in doubt on this subject, certainly one of the

most important that can engage his attention, is earnestly requested

candidly and seriously to peruse Potter on Church Government, and

^Law's Three Letters to the Bishop of Bangor, which last are publish-

ed in the Scholar Armed. The former of these writers, by a lumin-

ous series of testimony from Scripture and the primitive Fathers,

proves, that the original constitution of the Church was episcopal

;

and the latter, in a masterly strain of argument, defends this truth
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against all the objections with which it can be assailed. United,
they place the Episcopal Constitution of the Church on the firm

foundation of Scripture, antiquity, and sound reason.

The opinion advanced by St. Peter King, and since by others,

that a Bishop was originally the head of only one congregation, and
possessed no diocesan authority, is entirely refuted and exposed by
Slater, in his Original Draught of the Primitive Church. And much
valuable informationj on this subject may be found in a late

work re-published in this city, entitled, A Guide to the Church, by
Charles Daubeny, L. L. B. a Presbyter of the Church of England.
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